



SUMMER CLOTHING 


1 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON ♦ KMMSTUPIO.COM • 862.8752 


60 NUTS! 


WAREHOUSE 


GET GEARED 
UP FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS! 


THE BEST 
SELECTION 
& PRICES 


HOLIDAY WAREHOUSE CLMAHcTsAin 

DECEMBER 12 - DECEMBER 18! . ^ J 


TENTS 

SLEEPING BAGS 
BACK PACKS 
OUTERWEAR 


SAVE UP 
TO 60% ON 
EVERYTHING 


KL 

MOUNTAIN 

SHOP.COM 


GO AHEAD AND 
SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP... 

Our NEW SMALL BITES bar menu and ZERO GRAVITY 
craft brews are the perfect remedy for a long 
day of shopping so you can finish the day 
like the holiday hero you are. 


NEW ITEMS INCLUDE: 

Vermont cheese board, hot soup 
and yes, spiced nuts 


OUR TAPROOM IS OPEN EVERYDAY RETWEEN 
LUNCH AND DINNER, AND OUR NEW SMALL RITES 
ARE AVAILARLE EVERYDAY 2:30-5:00 


FIATBREAD 


Patagonia 

K ^ (^cloudveil UURTOn 

VltflK - . Block Diamond 

2613 SHELBURNE RD, SHELBURNE VT / 877.284.3270 
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We Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


(&g3i) Theater tickets make 

SprucTTpeak a great holiday gift! 

“ Give the gift of entertainment 

PERFORMING by purchasing a Family 4-Pack 

Arts Center . „ , 

122 Houigta Dr. I Stowe, VI SprucBPeakArts.org/Faniily4 


fl Vermont 
Holiday 

Songs & Stones of the Se 


A VERMONT 
HOLIDAY 

SAT 12/15 • 7:30PM 
SUN 12/16 • 5PM 

Actors Mark Nash and 
Kathryn Blums and folk singer 
Patti Casey bring you a 
family-friendly original 
program joyfully oelebrating 
holiday and solstice traditions. 


SUN 1/13 • 5PM 
AQUILA THEATRE 
COMPANY’S 

CYRANO 

DE BERGERAC 

The classic tale of love, devotion, 
dignity, and the importance of 
being truly who you are while 
there’s still time, as told by 
America’s foremost touring 
theatrical troupe fresh from NYC. 

Facebook.com/SPPAC 


Twitter.com/SprucePeak_Arts 


Buy tickets & memberships online at 
SprucePeakArts.org, or call 802-760-4634. 
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Hill Farmstead and 
-Crass Roots Beers! 


2 GLORIOUS DAYS 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

DECEMBER 21 & 22 


Come toast the Mayans with some of the best beer in the world! Also featuring 
beers from Cigar City, Tilquin, Mikkeller, Crooked Slave & Jolly Pumpkin. 


it? 23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont?!:' prohibitionpig.com 


IT ONLY TAKES ONE... 

1 CARD, 3 GREAT RESTAURANTS. 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH 
INSPIRED FARM-TO-TABLE CUISINE. 


FARMHOUSE GROUP GIFT CARD 

ORDER ONLINE OR STOP IN & VISIT US! 


www.FarmhouseGroup.com 



Vegan Pro Black 
.. Chennille 


Copper leaf 


Raindrop 


Brown 

Arabesque 


noiens ot styles for men, women and kids. 



Bernie vs. Vallee A 

said it will 



.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders held 
another press conference on 
Monday to rail against fuel 
dealers he claims are overcharg- 
ing for gasoline in northwestern 
Vermont. But this time, one of his 
targets hit back — hard. 

Skip Vallee. the owner of nearly 
40 Mobil stations around the state, 
has produced a 30-second political 
attack ad accusing Sanders of siding 
with 'big business" to damage the 
state's environment As Paul Heintz 
reported Tuesday on Seven Days' 
blog Off Message, Vallee is threaten- 
ing to spend a chunk of cash to put 

only viewable on YouTube (and on 
the Seven Days website.) 

Since he launched his campaign 
against fuel dealers in July. Sanders 
has been duking it out with Vallee, 
a longtime Republican fundraiser 


who was appointed ambassador to 
Slovakia under President George W. 
Bush. Sanders has criticized Vallee 
for attempting to block Costco's 
plan to build a self-serve gas sta- 
tion in Colchester— just a stone's 
throw away from one of Vallee's own 
Maplefields gas stations. 

In Vallee's ad, a narrator says. 
"Bernie sided with a multinational, 

Vermonters — supporting develop- 
ment that will increase traffic and 
idling emissions and phosphorous 
runoff in Lake Champlain, leading to 
more algae blooms." 

The ad concludes by asking viewers 
to "take action and tell Bernie he's 
wrong to side with big business." 

Responding to the ad, a Sanders 
staffer said the senator "finds it 
amusing to be attacked" by someone 
who backed Bush, "one of the most 


anti-environmental presidents 

At a news conference earlier in the 
day, the senator said the distribu- 
tors — Vallee among them — "have 
created a noncompetitive environ- 
ment" and are unfairly bilking cash- 
strapped Vermonters. 

Isn't it a little ironic fora major gaso- 
line dealer to be concerned about the 
environmental impact of a compet- 
ing business — not to mention the 
environmental record of a liberal U.S. 
senator? No. Vallee told Heintz. 

"I sell gas in compliance with en- 
vironmental regulations that apply 
whenever we're selling gas," Vallee 
said. "Our argument is. this Costco 
project doesn't comply with those." 

Read more — and watch Vallee's ad 
— at sevendaysvt.com/offmessage. 


Better than bupkis. 
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JET JUNKET 

heading to Florida 
this week to hear 
the F-35 fighter 
jets for themselves. 
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CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE 


CHAMPLAIN RULE #14: 


THE BEST PATHe IS THE 
ONE THAT GETS YOU 
THERE QUICKEST. 


INTRODUCING PATHe: EARN AN 
ONLINE DEGREE IN LESS TIME 

Test out for things you already know. Take advantage 
of all the free and low-cosc courses now available 

college learning. 

For a free assessment, call 1-866-637-0085 or visit 
onlinc.champlain.edu to see how much time and 
money you can save with your own personal PATHe. 





TEXT “ESSEX” TO 23000 FOR 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
$500 SHOPPING SPRS AND 
JOIN OUR MOBILE ALERTS* 



OUTLETS 


GUESS BCBG 

1± sia pullin' 
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O'BRIENS 

AVEDA INSTITUTE 


SIMPLY PERFECT 

GIFT IDEAS FOR YOU 

• $25 Gift Cards for $20 

• $50 Gift Cards for $40 

• Limited Edition Gift Sets 
pre-made and custom 

• Great travel size items 



SEVEN DAYS ■ & 




feed back 


Don Egbert. Cathy Raamer. Colby Roberts 

stafs writers Kathryn Flagg. Paul Heintz, Ken Picard 



ooofre aoebs Meredith Coeymon. Marina KeUer 


oreioei. champion Rick Woods 



sales assistant Tiffany Szymaszek 


A TREE GROWS IN 
SOUTH BURLINGTON 

[Re WTF: “What’s up with the ‘Wolf 
Tree' at Red Rocks Park?” November 
7]: I grew up in Red Rocks, before the 
city of South Burlington ever thought 
of buying it. The wolf tree was old 
when I was little. We — my siblings, 
neighborhood kids and I — would 
climb her. She has grown some in the 
50-plus years I’ve been alive, because 
the railroad spike has gotten higher 
up on the trunk. She is starting to look 
rather sad now that she is that much 
older with branches that are breaking 
off. She was glorious in her younger 
days and a friend to the kids in Queen 
City Park. There is a group that goes 
out on the solstices and celebrates 
around her. 

Lisa Yankowski 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


attitudes partly to our country’s puri- 
tanical background. What about wonder 
and awe and something simply fantastic 
that lifts us to another realm? In other 

Leslie Fry 

WINOOSKI 


GOOD SHOT 

Thanks so much for Paul Heintz’s hunt- 
ing-with-the-governor article [“Riding 
Shotgun," November 21]. I really enjoyed 
it, including his willingness to poke fun 
at himself. The playfulness and occa- 
sional profanity were awesome! I can’t 
believe they spotted whitetails as they 
were heading out of the woods. Great 
look at the governor. Our trim and fit 
governor is such a badass! 

WILLIAMST0WN 



AWESOME ART 

Bravo to Pamela Polston for proposing 
a monument for Burlington [“What We 
Want,” November 28]. As a participant 
and critic of what's going on in public 
art in the U.S. I am saddenend that most 
public art is so bland as to ruffle no 
feathers; in calls for public commissions, 
there are long lists of requirements of 
what that art must “do.” I attribute these 


DIVEST FROM BIG MEAT 

I have considerable respect for Bill 
McKibben, but targeting big oil while 
ignoring the much greater greenhouse 
impact produced by America's meat- 
centered diet is like campaigning against 
obesity while munching on a Big Mac 
[“Bill McKibben Recruits Vermont For 
The Next Climate-War Offensive: Divest 
From Big Oil,” November 28]. Livestock 
agriculture contributes more to global 
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warming than burning oil, coal and 
natural gas combined. According to 
Aldfumi Ogino at the Graduate School 
of Agriculture in Kyoto, as reported 
in New Scientist, “a kilogram of beef is 
responsible for more greenhouse gas 
emissions and other pollution than 
driving for three hours while leaving all 
the lights on back home.” Eighty-seven 
percent of these emissions can be elimi- 
nated by a vegan diet (compared to a 
mere eight-percent reduction achieved 
by eating “sustainable” or locally raised 
meat and dairy). Asking churches and 
colleges to divest from energy compa- 
nies, while ignoring what's on your own 
plate, is both morally and ecologically 
amiss. The day that McKibben and 350. 
org begin to promote a vegan diet will be 
the day they get serious about the real 
causes of climate change. 

Gary Kowalski 

BURLINGTON 


CONFLICTS ALL AROUND 

While I appreciate concern over former 
sex offenders, the attention paid to them 
is over the top [Fair Game, “Offender 
Bender,” November 28]. The sugges- 
tion that journalists are different from 
people in any other profession is, sadly, 
a fantasy. If all journalists were sub- 
jected to background checks and all 
that information published for all to see, 
then fine. 

It's also possible that, in this case, the 
ex-offender has some unique insights 
to covering other offenders. Journalists 
have conflicts of interests all the time, 
and the public deserves to know about 
them. However, suggesting that an ex- 
offender is special doesn’t cut it. Either 
journalists are like all employees, and 
it’s no one else's business, or all should 
submit to checks for all to see. 

You have to ask yourself why you 
brought this up in the first place. Was it 
for honest public discourse on the state of 
journalism or because you could use the 
phrase “sex offender” to get more eyes on 
the article? This article itself indicts what 
journalism has become, simply printing 
words that gain market share. 

Lewis Whitmire 
CARY, N.C. 


IRISH AYES 

I don’t know which Irish protests Judith 
Levine attended, but it is emphatically 
not the case that pro-choice activists re- 
sponded to Savita Halappanavar’s death 
by calling only for clarifying legislation 
[Poli Psy, December 5]. At each of the 
four protests in Dublin after Savita’s 
death was made public, speakers and 


marchers called loudly for repeal of 
the 8th Amendment, which prohibits 
abortion in all cases other than where 
a woman's life is threatened. Perhaps if 
Levine had contacted Irish pro-choice 
activists before writing this piece, this 
could have been clarified for her. 

Wendy Lyon 
DUBLIN. IRELAND 


TRUTH AND CONSEQUENCES 

As someone whose family has always 
raised most of our own food while 
bartering and trading with neighbors, I 
read Kathryn Flagg’s piece with inter- 
est ["A Kinder Kill,” November 21]. And 
I agree with letter-writer Ben Hewitt 
[Feedback, November 28] that on-farm 
slaughter, an integral part of the genu- 
ine local food system that has always 
been part of Vermont culture, should 
continue. 

The irony, however, is that Hewitt’s 
fluff-pop book. The Town that Food 
Saved: How One Community Found 
Vitality in Local Food, has been instru- 
mental in drawing the attention of regu- 
lators eager to put an end to all noncom- 
mercial economic activity. Now Hewitt 
is posing as the champion of a cause he 
helped to undermine. 

The kind of “local” food system 
Hewitt promotes — an upscale, boutique 
version of the industrial food system, 
cleverly marketed with the buzzwords 
of the day — comes with a long list of 
negative consequences. The potential 
demise of on-farm slaughter is only one 
among them. 

As long as there are those who will 
exploit Vermont’s food system for their 
self-aggrandizement and profit, we will 
surely see the steady erosion of the 
healthy, neighborly, authentic local food 
relationships that have made Vermont a 
wonderful place to live. 

Sara Augeri 

WALDEN 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Your feedback must... 

• be 2S0 words or fewer: 

• respond to Seven Days content: 

- include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

- feedbackiSisevendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days, P.0. Box 1164, 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 
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Michael Kehoe 


Happy JfoCidays! 

SHOP LESS - BUY QUALITY - SHOP LOCAL 


117 Church Street 
Burlington, VT 
05401 

802.863.3550 

facebook: Michael Kehoe (MK) 


HOLIDAY GIFTS 
FOR EVERYONE! 


• VERMONT 
CHEESE & 

FOOD BASKET 

Delicious local foods — a 
brilliant gift! We’ll create a 
spectacular basket for you. 
$19.99 " infinity 

• A TOP TEN WINE 

OF 2012 Our best wine 
values of the year, hand-picked 
to impress. Get your fist in- 
store and online. S5.99-St8.99 

• IN A RUSH? 

GO EXPRESS 

Tell us your preferences & 
budget, and our expert team 
will choose items and create 
a spectacular basket for you. 
Pre-made baskets also available 


• SPECIAL 
SOMEONE 
FARAWAY? 

We offer full-service shipping. 
Send rare VT cheeses and other 
treats anywhere in the US. 1 
$1:9. 99-infinity 

•WANT TO INSPIRE 
A BIG SMILE? 

Gift Cards are our most popular 
item - let your recipient choose 
their favorites. $5-infinitv 

• ORDER EN-STORE, 
BYPHONE, AND 
ONLINE! 


P .HEESE TRADER S 
WINE SELLERS 

1186 VI illistou Ril.. So. Burlington VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 

802 . 863.0143 

bnriingtou@cheesetniclcrs.coin • Open 7 days 10aui-7piu 
Web and mobile site: wwv.cheesetraders.com 
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38 Church Street 
802.862.5126 
www.dearlucy.com 
Mon-Sat 10-8, Sun 11-6 


74 Out of the Loop 

““ Cline video 


STOREWIDE! 

ENJOY 

REFRESHMENTS & 
GIVEAWAYS WHILE 
YOU SHOP! 


NEWS 

14 As Burlington’s Library 
Becomes a Haven for the 
Homeless, Librarians 
Adapt to a Changing Job 

16 Burlington Adopts a New 
App to Tackle an Old 
Problem: Illegal Dumping 

BY TYLER MACHADO 

18 Miller Time: Gov. 

Shumlin’s New Chief of 
Staff Is a Quick Study 

BY ANDY BROMAGE 

ARTS NEWS 

20 Vermont’s Cartoon 

College Throws a Party In 
Its New Quarters 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 

20 Burlington Film Society to 
Bring Controversial Flick 
to Waterfront 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 

23 Artful Gifts Abound 
at the Holiday sHop 

REVIEWS 

81 Music 

Problem Child, Restless When 
Idle-, Tommy Bobcat, No Tails 
92 Movies 

The Central Park Five; 
Compliance; The Loneliest Planet 


FEATURES 

29 Seven Days Sex 
Survey 2013 
32 The Wondering Jew 


37 The Shopper 

Holiday: Giving as good as 


38 Guitar Hero 

Music: Doug Perkins explores 
the bounds of acoustic guitar — 
with a little help from his friends 
BY ANDY BROMAGE 

40 Magical History Tour 

Culture: A new tour offers a 
drive-by version of Burlington’s 


46 Cornering the Market 

Food: First Bite: Cornerstone 
Pub & Kitchen, Barre 
BY ALICE LEVITT 

52 The Little Brand That 
Could 

Food: Vermont’s food cachet is 
coming of age 


FUN STUFF CLASSIFIEDS 


Join us for 
MEN’S 
Night Out 

Thursday, 
December 13 th 
5pm -9pm 


10% OFF 


COLUMNS 

12 Fair Game 

Open season on’ 


84 Eyewitness 

Taking note of visual Vermont 


STUFF TO DO 

11 The Magnificent 7 
54 Calendar 
70 Classes 
74 Music 
84 Art 
92 Movies 




30 % { 
OFF 

HOLIDAY DRESSES ; 
& APPAREL 


Dec. 14-16 

In Store and at Stella-Mae.com 



STELLA MAE 

96 Church St Burlington I 802 864 2800 I Stell 
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FIND GIFTS 
UNDER 

OUR 

ROOF... 


for , 

EVERYONE w 

UNDERYOURS 


) Like Us on facebook for your 
' chance to win $100! 

155 Dorset St. South Burlington • 802.863.1066 • UfTiallvt.COm 



The Vermont 

SYMPHONY 

ORCHESTRA'S 

Brass Quintet and Counterpoint 
Holiday Concert 

Friday, December 14 ,h • The Foeger Ballroom 

Enjoy a festive program that ranges from the medieval to the 
modern and includes holiday arrangements and caroling. 

General Admission $20 VIP tickets $30 
17 years and younger $15 

VIP tickets include: Wine and cheese tasting before 
the show and preferred seating to the performance. 
The reception begins at 6:00pm. 

Doors for General Admission seating open at 7:15pm with 
the performance scheduled to begin at 7:30pm. 

To purchase: jaypeakresort.com/vso or 802.327.2160 




LOOKING FORWARD 


FRIDAY 14 & SATURDAY 15 

Holidays Their Way 

Looking to change things up? Burlington's Off 
Center for the Oramatic Arts' A Very OffX-Mas is a 
seasonal romp performed by Green Candle Theatre 
Company, the MacTownsends and others, Includ- 
ing newcomers People with Faces and burlesque 
dancer Alexa Luthor. The MC for the evening? Why 
Santa himself of course. 


MUST SEE, MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY COURTNEY COPP 


THURSDAY 13 


As part of their curriculum at 
the Integrated Arts Academy in 
Burlington, third graders trans- 
formed clay into more than 200 
bowls. Form gains function at the 
Fill the Bowl Dinner and Silent 
Auction, which benefits Hunger 
Free Vermont. Attendees use 
these vessels to dine on soup 
and bread donated by area eater- 
ies, then place bids on locally 
made pottery. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 58 


WEDNESDAY 19 

Wise Words 

Buddhist Irini Rockwell wears many hats — director of the Five Wisdoms Institute, 
professional development trainer and author among them. Her newest book. Natural 
Brilliance: A Buddhist System for Uncovering Your Strengths and Letting Them 
Shine, introduces what Rockwell calls a "model of human dynamics.’ She discusses 
how these principles create change on a personal level and in the workplace. 


SUNDAY 16 

Music Man 


CREATIVITY, 

CUISINE. 

COMMUNITY 


FRIDAY 14-SUNDAY 16 

Here and There 


FRIDAY 14 

Green Mountain Grooves 


FRIDAY 14 & SATURDAY 15 

Leapin’ Lizards! 




Join us! 

Indulge in our ultra-limited 
REVEL CHOCOLATES 
while enjoying complimentary 
hot chocolate and live music. 
6-8pm I Friday, Dec 14 ,h 
Pine Street Retail Store 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by paulheintz e 


Forgive Us Our Trespasses 


I n the year since Barton Chronicle 
publisher chris braithwaite was 
arrested covering a wind power 
protest atop Lowell Mountain, the 
Northeast Kingdom journalist says he’s 
spent $20,000 defending himself against 
a trespassing charge he believes never 
should have been brought. 

He’s also spent plenty of time ago- 
nizing over whether the incident has 
marred his professional reputation. 
“There's that question hanging over you 
of whether you conducted your business 
in a legal fashion," Braithwaite says. 

On the eve of his trial last week, an 
Orleans County prosecutor suddenly 
dropped the charge against Braithwaite, 
offering little explanation for the dis- 
missal. The decision came just days after 
Braithwaite’s attorney received a cache 
of internal emails he subpoenaed from 
Green Mountain Power — developer of 
Lowell's Kingdom Community Wind 
project and the landowner on whose 
property the protest took place. 

Those emails, which were first 
reported by the Caledonian Record 
on Friday and unsealed by a judge 
Monday, indicate that Green Mountain 
Power higher-ups sought to prevent 
Braithwaite’s arrest, contrary to the ac- 
tions of the company's on-the-ground 
supervisor. 

Now Braithwaite’s lawyer, Philip 
white, is wondering why it took so long 
for GMP to set the record straight. 

“I do believe that Green Mountain 
Power, when they saw Chris facing 
criminal charges, should have notified the 
state's attorney that it was their intent that 
he be allowed to cover this event and that 
he not be arrested," White says. “Had they 
done so promptly, Chris never would have 
faced criminal charges. It’s a pretty seri- 
ous matter when somebody — especially 
a working journalist — is swept up in an 
arrest and has to face that kind of charge." 

Six of the protesters Braithwaite was 
covering were also arrested that day. On 
Tuesday, they were each sentenced to 25 
hours of community service. 

In the newly disclosed emails, 
which were sent several days after the 
December 7, 2011 protest and arrests, 
GMP corporate officials expressed 
frustration with those running the com- 
pany’s wind project for unleashing a 
public relations crisis. 

“If Chris was not been [sic] arrested 
the other arrests would likely have been 
a non event," GMP government affairs 


director Robert dostis wrote project 
manager Charles pughe on December 
10. "Frankly I don’t understand why 
Chris was arrested since you gave exact 
instruction that he not be. This week the 
Communication team have [sic] spent a 
lot of time and energy dealing with this.” 

Dostis, a former state legislative 
leader, warned Pughe that if GMP ar- 
rested trespassers without warning, “we 
look like the bad guys and we give the 
protesters just what they want. They are 

in hopes we become aggressive and they 
can show everyone what a mean and ar- 
rogant foreign-owned company they say 


»«»«£ 
PUBLISHER 
CHRIS BRAITHWAITE 
AND HIS ATTORNEY 
BELIEVE II IS 
THE DISCLOSURE OF 
GMP’S INTERNAL EMAILS 
THAT KILLED 
THE STATE’S CASE. 


In another email sent the next day to 
several GMP executives, Dostis reiter- 
ated that the company “gave the explicit 
instruction that Chris was not to be 
arrested." 

According to the officer who made 
the arrests, GMP’s directive to spare 
Braithwaite never made it to law en- 
forcement officials. Orleans County 
chief deputy sheriff phil brooks says that 
if the company had told him to, he would 
have left Braithwaite alone. 

“One of the questions I asked when 
we got there was, ‘Are there any excep- 
tions?’ — not at all thinking about the 
press — but certainly, ‘Is there anyone 
you will allow here?”’ Brooks recounts. 
“The answer to me was an unconditional 
'no exceptions.’” 

GMP communications manager david 
coriell, the company’s point man on the 
mountain that day, confirmed Brooks’ 
account in a sworn deposition last May. 


“I said, you know, I told the deputy 
sheriff who we had on-site and that we 
couldn't have people who were unau- 
thorized on our site, on the site, so in 
that context, yeah, there was no excep- 
tions,” Coriell said in the deposition. 

If Coriell's bosses didn’t want 
Braithwaite arrested, why didn’t he 
relay that to the sheriff? GMP con- 
sultant steve terry, a former Rutland 
Herald editor, asked Coriell that same 
question in an email following the 

Coriell responded with a half expla- 
nation. “It didn't get relayed to all the 
officers involved,” he wrote. 

Coriell argued that Braithwaite had 
been courting arrest by ignoring de- 
mands to leave the property, swearing 
at Brooks and then walking toward the 
protesters. 

“I don’t care who you are, if you call 
a police officer an explitive [sic], your 
chances of getting arrested increase,” 
Coriell wrote to Terry. “He step [sic] 
over a professional line.” 

A year after the incident, GMP 
spokeswoman dotty schnure says she 
still has no idea why the message to leave 
Braithwaite alone was not relayed to 
Deputy Sheriff Brooks. But she believes 
Coriell did, in fact, tell somebody in law 
enforcement. 

She’s just not sure whom. 

“I think what it comes down to is 
we ourselves don’t know exactly where 
the breakdown occurred,” Schnure 
says. “[Coriell] did tell someone, but 
communications were difficult that 
morning. Being on the mountain, 
no cellphone coverage, not knowing 
what’s what.” 

Coriell, who previously served as 
a spokesman for former governor jim 
douglas, left the company last summer 
to go to law school. He declined to com- 
ment on the incident. 

Reached Monday, the deputy state's 
attorney who prosecuted the case, sarah 
baker, cited Coriell’s absence as her 
reason for dropping the charge — not the 
GMP emails she had received just days 

“I attempted to contact [Coriell] but 
I’m not subpoenaing him to come back 
to the state for a trespass to property 
case when I know he has very important 
things going on,” Baker says. “The state 
would still have a case if we had Dave as 

Braithwaite scoffs at that explanation. 
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“I was pretty inconvenienced for a 
year,” he says. “The idea that the state 
is just going to drop the whole case 
after a year because they don’t want 
to inconvenience a law student? I 
can't find the right adjective, but that’s 
ridiculous." 

Braithwaite and his attorney believe 
it was the disclosure of GMP's internal 
emails that killed the state's case. 

“The emails indicate that a clear di- 
rective was given to David Coriell that 
Chris was not to be arrested, which is 
tantamount to saying he had permission 
to be there,” White argues. “And if he 
had permission to be there, there’s no 
unlawful trespass.” 

What really irks Braithwaite is that 
GMP never volunteered the 
emails he believes eventu- 
ally cleared his name — at 
least, not until the company 
was subpoenaed. 

“They had taken a position internally 
which essentially meant that I had not 
committed a crime,” he says. “To stand 
by and let that charge proceed was com- 
pletely dishonest” 

Schnure disagrees. She says the 
company's role “is to respond to what 
the state and the defense asks us to give 
them,” which she says GMP did. 

“We didn’t feel like we were sitting 
on anything that would have influenced 
the case. We weren’t withholding any- 
thing purposefully and we were cooper- 
ating fully as the case moved along,” she 
says. “And it’s not even clear to me this 
would have made a difference if it had 
been released earlier.” 

Under the Radar 

About the same time Seven Days 
hits the streets on Wednesday, Gov. 
peter shumun, Burlington Mayor miro 
Weinberger and Winooski Mayor Michael 
o brien will be jetting south to Florida 
for a quiet vacation. 

Well, not exactly. 

Accompanied by a retinue of report- 
ers and business boosters, the political 
trio is flying to Florida’s Eglin Air Force 
Base and back in a single day to take a 
listen to prototypes of the F-35 fighter 
jet. Weather depending, that is. The 
planes, which are still being tested, only 
fly in good weather. 

The $23,000 junket — I mean, 
fact-finding mission — is funded by 
the Greater Burlington Industrial 
Corporation and other donors who 
hope the plane will eventually be based 
at the Vermont Air National Guard 
headquarters in South Burlington. 

Not on the trio’s itinerary? The 
Florida panhandle city of Valparaiso, 
which sits just three miles northeast of 


POLITICS 


Eglin. A deeply conservative, pro-mil- 
itary city — 75 percent of its residents 
voted for mitt romney in November — 
Valparaiso has nevertheless been luke- 
warm to the F-35. 

In 2009, the city sued the Defense 
Department, seeking changes in the Air 
Force’s F-35 flight pattern and runway 
plans. The feds settled, agreeing to bar 
takeoffs from a runway facing the city. 

Nevertheless, the sound impact of the 
planes on Valparaiso has been “exceed- 
ingly high” since they started flying at 
Eglin, according to Mayor John Arnold. 

“They are distinctively a lot noisier 
than any other airplane the Air Force 

Arnold should know. The 82-year- 
old political independent 
served as a civilian missile 
defense engineer at Eglin 
for 40 years after leaving 
the Navy in 1954. He calls 
himself pro-military and even pro-F-35. 
But he feels the Air Force continues to 
ignore Valparaiso’s concerns. 

“The Air Force is a vast organization 
and you don’t know who’s in charge 
and you don’t know who’s calling the 
game,” he says, lamenting his inability 
to express his concerns to the service. 
“There’s no belly button to punch.” 

When Valparaiso sued, neighboring 
cities were livid, Arnold says, worrying 
that the region would lose out on jobs if 
the F-35 went elsewhere. 

“We had everybody in the world 
against us because they thought, ‘Hey, 
there’s gonna be a lot of construction 
jobs in the area. It’s gonna get us out of 
the economic problem.’ But that never 
happened," he says. “The only people 
that would profit are the motels and a 
couple of the hamburger joints. It didn’t 
affect the unemployment rate one iota.” 

Asked if he has any advice for 
Shumlin and his fellow mayors as they 
swoop into town, Arnold says, “I feel for 
them to get a realistic picture they need 
to be here at some time when the Air 
Force is not aware of their presence.” 

“They’re going to be on their best be- 
havior. And you would be, too!” he adds 
of the Air Force. “I think they’re gonna 
be given the cook’s tour and everything 
will be favorable.” © 
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As Burlington’s Library Becomes a Haven for 
the Homeless, Librarians Adapt to a Changing Job 



I s Fletcher Free Library becoming 
Burlington’s most popular homeless 
hangout? At least one librarian has 
observed that more and more itiner- 
ant people are using it as a de facto day 
station — a warm, safe place to pass the 

At the reference desk in the main 
reading room, cataloger and reference 
librarian Christine Webb ticks off num- 
bers out loud — “one, two, three, four, 
five” — as she tallies at least 10 regulars 
within view last Friday afternoon. 

The city's College Street library has 
“always been a haven for people that 
don’t have anyplace else to go,” says 
codirector Robert Resnik. But over the 
course of his 23-year tenure, he has ob- 
served that the number of patrons who 
appear to be homeless camped out at the 
library has grown significantly. 

In fact, the number of homeless 
Vermonters increased by 1 percent this 
year, according to newly released figures 
from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s annual 
“point-in-time" survey. The number of 
chronically homeless shot up 102 per- 
cent in 2012, and there were 35 percent 
s more homeless veterans. 

8 Serving that population — while 
> making sure other library visitors still 
i feel comfortable - will be one of the 
g challenges facing the library’s incoming 
S director, Rubi Simon, whose first prior- 
ity is drafting a new strategic plan. “How 
do we work with them, and how do we 
w make them welcome?” asks Simon, who 
5 spent nine years working in the Boston 
™ Public Library system. “They are still 
j|j part of that community ... and you want 
5 to make sure the library is welcoming to 
everyone.” 

Resnik notes that most of the so- 
> called regulars — 25 to 30 men and 
° women who show up every day — don’t 
g cause problems. Some arrive when the 
“> library opens and leave shortly before 
closing time. Others come and go 
throughout the day, taking advantage of 
g computer stations with free access to the 
h internet. They take pride in the space, 
2 Resnik says, and in many cases will tell 
< librarians if something "untoward” is 
3 happening. 

■* But there are exceptions. Since 


January, the Burlington Police 
Department has responded to one 
instance of disorderly conduct, five dis- 
turbances, two counts of public intoxi- 
cation, seven city ordinance violations 
and 10 trespasses at the Fletcher Free 
Library. Police have twice checked on 
the welfare of library patrons. 

Asking librarians to assist struggling 
patrons with basic computer skills — “in 
a lot of cases doing the most basic train- 
ing of how to paste and copy, things 
you would have ordinarily found five 
years ago in a copy shop” — is one thing, 
Resnik says. 

But social work is a bigger stretch. 
When the library becomes “the living 
room for people who don’t have another 
living room,” as Resnik puts it, librarians 
are doing a job for which they aren’t 
properly trained. 

“We’re not mental health profession- 
als,” says Resnik. “We don’t have any 
training in that. And quite frankly, most 
us didn’t sign up for that job.” 

Webb — one of five librarians who 


rotate on the reference desk — says she 
has to awaken a patron several times a 
week; sleeping in the library is a viola- 
tion of a city ordinance. Recently she 
and another librarian had to deal with a 
man who wanted to leave his shopping 
cart at the reference desk. They turned 
him down. 

Bigger challenges arise when a patron 
doesn’t — or can’t — understand the 
library’s rules. Resnik remembers one 
man who, a few weeks ago, was pacing 
relentlessly in the main reading room. 
The library asked HowardCenter’s street 
outreach team to intervene. 

Matt Young, who supervises the 
street outreach team, knew the individ- 
ual, who was pacing, yelling and praying. 
“We just gently explained library rules, 
and it seemed to go well,” he says. 

Webb and other librarians at Fletcher 
Free are careful not to draw any unwar- 
ranted conclusions about their patrons. 
“You just can’t judge,” says Webb. 

Resnik jokes that “freedom of access" 
is tattooed on every librarian’s shoulder. 


That means that just as librarians pride 
themselves on ignoring what books a 
patron checks out, or which websites 
he or she may visit, so too do librarians 
like Resnik steer clear of stereotyping 
their patrons. That means that while 
he and other library workers can draw 
some conclusions about their patrons 
circumstances based on appearance 
or behavior, he can’t speak definitively 
about their lives. “It’s our job not to 
know,” says Resnik. 

Several attempts by Seven Days to 
speak with patrons who fall into this cat- 
egory were politely rebuffed, as patrons’ 
expressed a wish to keep to themselves. 

Young believes that anonymity is a 
big part of the library’s appeal. While 
the Committee on Temporary Shelter 
(COTS) runs a day station specifically 
for homeless individuals in Burlington, 
Young says many people like the library, 
where they aren’t so easily labeled as 
“homeless.” 

“That's when they feel homeless, 
when they’re accessing these homeless 
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services" Young says. “If they’re camp- 
ing in the woods and hanging out at the 
library — that’s a life." 

Burlington's official day station shut 
down last July after a flash flood tore 
through the basement-level facility on 
the corner of South Winooski Avenue 
and King Street. COTS executive direc- 
tor Rita Markley says the organization 
“cobbled together” services from two 
locations before opening an interim 
daytime shelter in the parsonage of 
the First United Methodist Church 
of Burlington on Buell Street in late 
October. She reports attendance num- 
bers range between 
30 and SO individuals 
each day. 

When the library 
performed its last 
round of strategic 
planning, Markley 
says the organization 
“went out of their way 
to include COTS.” 

Simon will likely con- 
tinue that tradition. 

Although she has 
most recently been 
directing Colchester’s 
Burnham Memorial 
Library, the bilingual 
librarian has urban 
roots. Kyle Dodson, 
the director of 
Champlain College’s 
Center for Service 
and Civic Engagement, suggested 
Simon to the library search and calls the 
first-generation Mexican-American an 
“incredible grab for Burlington.” 

At last week’s press conference to an- 
nounce Simon’s appointment, the talk 
was of the need for a visionary leader 
— one with experience in diverse com- 
munities — who could head Fletcher 
Free in a time when, as Mayor Miro 
Weinberger noted, Burlington is asking 
its library to do more than ever. 

Assuming that Weinberger’s pick 
earns the city council’s approval on 
December 17, Simon will start work 
in January. Her appointment signals a 
shift away from a codirector model at 
the library; until last summer librarians 
Resnik, Robert Coleburn and Amber 


Collins shared the top job. Collins 
retired in June, leaving Resnik and 
Coleburn to co-man the ship. They’ll 
stay on as librarians at the downtown 
library after Simon takes charge. 

No doubt they’ll be part of any 
conversation about the Fletcher Free’s 
future and how Burlington's homeless 
population fits into it. 

In the meantime, though, the librar- 
ians may have to combat what Resnik 
worries is the misconception that the 
library is a “scary place” full of “scary 
people," which he insists just isn't true. 

Paul Olsen, a Colchester resident and 
business professor at 
St. Michael’s College, 
the Fletcher 
Free three or four 
times a week to read 
the newspaper or 
grade student papers. 
While he says the 
homeless issue is “im- 

Fletcher Free 
— citing the parked 
shopping carts out 
front and the bags and 
belongings carried by 
some patrons — he’s 
not fazed by it 

Peter Burns, a 
Winooski resident 
who leads discussion 
groups at the library, 
agrees. He doesn’t 
think the homeless population has 
scared away children or families from 
the library. 

That's not to say there aren't awk- 
ward moments. Olsen had a run-in 
with a woman he described as “a little 
creepy” — she brought him a book and 
claimed God told her to give it to him. 
Burns admits the men's washroom 
can be a bit of a mess, especially when 
some patrons use the sinks for rinsing 
out their laundry. But it’s not enough to 
keep either man away. 

“Quite frankly, most of them are just 
reading newspapers and visiting with 
people, and it's not an issue,” says Olsen. 
“The bottom line is, it’s a public library, 
and residents of Burlington and the 
public are welcome to go in.” ® 
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Burlington Adopts a New App to Tackle an 
Old Problem: Illegal Dumping 



T he smartphone, not the dump 
truck, may turn out to be a 
more effective weapon in 
Burlington's war on greenbelt 

garbage. 

For the last two months, the city’s 
code enforcement office has been using 
SeeClickFix, a crowd-sourcing app for 
the web and mobile devices that allows 
users to photograph and report low-level 
neighborhood problems such as trash, 
blocked sidewalks and graffiti. Users can 
vote on which code violations are most 
urgent; the more votes an entry gets, the 
higher it appears on code enforcement’s 
to-do list. 

Best of all: Users can track the prog- 
ress of complaints to see how quickly the 
city is fixing — or not fixing — a problem. 

Director of Code Enforcement Bill 
Ward says the use of SeeClickFix is 
meant to “change the paradigm” of il- 
legal dumping in the city. "Things on 
the greenbelt send the message that 
no one cares,” Ward says. SeeClickFix 
“sends the message that people are 
paying attention and care about the 
neighborhood.” 

The app is the brainchild of 
web developer Ben Berkowitz of 
New Haven, Conn. In 2008, he com- 
ity hall about graffiti on 
and never got a call back. 
Neighbors who expressed similar con- 
cerns got the same silent treatment 
Berkowitz hatched SeeClickFix so 
citizens could see what others were 
reporting and when — or if — city 
officials responded. 

More than 80 cities currently 
employ SeeClickFix, according to 
Kevin Donohue, the company's com- 
munity manager. The ad-supported app 
has been implemented in municipalities 
as small as Andover, Mass., as large as 
Chicago, 111., and as far-flung as Gdynia, 
Poland. 

Burlington’s code-enforcement office 
paid $400 to license the app on a trial 
basis through June of next year and right 
now is the only city department using it. 


If the app is successful. Ward says he’ll 
sign up for another year at a cost of a few 
thousand dollars. The exact price de- 
pends on which features the city wants. 

To demonstrate the app, Ward took 
me trash hunting on North Winooski 
Avenue. We soon encountered a case 
of illegal dumping: a dilapidated enter- 
tainment center sitting next to the curb. 
Ward took out his phone, snapped a 
photo and uploaded it to the app, which 
used GPS technology to pinpoint our 
location. 

In so doing, he sent an alert to his 
team of code-enforcement officers. 
Meanwhile, the occupants of the house 
noticed their curbside contribution had 
attracted the attention of an official- 
looking guy and another one taking 
notes. So they moved the stuff to the 
backyard. Problem solved. Ward took 
a photo of the pristine greenbelt and 
marked the case “resolved” in the app. 

On Buell Street, Ward spotted a bag 
of garbage on the greenbelt. Again he 
submitted a photo and comment to the 
app. This complaint was resolved in a 
more conventional matter: Someone 
front code enforcement notified the 
building’s property manager, changing 
the case’s status to “acknowledged” in 
the app. Shortly after that, the trash 
was cleaned up and marked “closed" 
in SeeClickFix. A new photo showed a 
trash-free greenbelt. 

As Ward sees it, transparency is 
SeeClickFix’s best feature. “If you’re the 
one who reported it, you can follow it,” 
Ward says. "You’ll know that Bill Ward 
or someone on his staff acknowledged 
the complaint, and you’ll have the sat- 
isfaction of knowing someone’s taken 

SeeClickFix isn’t meant for emer- 
gency use — that's what good, old- 
fashioned 911 is for — but it can indirectly 
aid emergency responders. Government 
Technology magazine reported that in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, the app was 
used to pinpoint storm damage and as- 
semble volunteer teams, keeping911 lines 
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open for more pressing emergencies. 

What sets SeeClickFix apart from lo- 
cally focused apps and networks such as 
Front Porch Forum or Patch.c 




o the government’s workflow. 
“We want more citizens participating 
and documenting concerns, but if there’s 
no feedback loop, then citizens are just 
gonna get discouraged,” Donohue says. 
“On the other hand, governments are 
going to have no interest if citi- 
zens aren’t using it." 

New Haven had a 311-hotline 
system in place when Berkowitz 
invented SeeClickFix, 
but very few people were 
taking advantage of it. 

Meanwhile, Berkowitz 
convinced the New 
Haven Independent, 
an online news site, to 
display SeeClickFix 

widgets directly on its 
home page. As the app 
gained traction, “Finally 
the city said, ‘They do it 
better than we do, why 
don't we go with what’s 
working?”’ says editor 
Paul Bass, noting that 
SeeClickFix represents 
“the new direction that 
news is heading." 

Governments, media 
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outlets and citizen groups have hosted dollar investment, and it could e' 


SeeClickFix on their respective web- 
sites. In Burlington, Local Motion tried 
it before the city; the advocacy organi- 
zation invited members to post ideas 
for improving pedestrian and bicycle 

Now all reports are directed to code 
enforcement. Since October, most have 
pertained to illegal dumping, but other 
issues have cropped up, too: In the last 
couple of weeks, citizens have used 
SeeClickFix to alert code enforcement 
about illegal parking on sidewalks or 
greenbelts, downed traffic signs and 
graffiti. 



Last week someone reported a bag of 
used needles on Bradley Street, near a 
property owned by Champlain College. 
Ward’s office took care of the cleanup 
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>t only engages users but integrates but also notified Burlington police and 


college security of potential criminal 
activity. 

The majority of problems reported 
on SeeClickFix are resolved by contact- 
ing either the property owner or the 
Department of Public Works. But some 
reports have required more 

a research. In one case, a code- 
enforcement employee noted 
that a graffiti-tagged lamppost 
wasn’t city property but 
said the office would 
look fora contact person 
at the church that owns 


Complaints about 

ate helpful information. 
Report on a burned-out 
streetlight, for example, 
and SeeClickFix pro- 
vides the phone number 
for Burlington Electric. 
Ward says features can 
be added to the app or 
tweaked depending on 
how people use it. 

“Initial indications 
are that it’s well worth 
couple- thousand- 


less than a thousand if we partner with 
other departments,” Ward says. 

You could argue the app is already 
paying off in positive PR. As of Monday 
morning, Burlington ranked 10th on 
SeeClickFix’s list of best performing 
cities, which measures how many com- 
plaints have been led to fixes and how 
long each took to get resolved. 

Of course, the more people use it 
— which is a key measure of the app’s 
success — the harder it will be for the 
city to hang on to that accolade. ® 


Visit www.DasBierhausVT.coin to book your holiday party 
Purchase gift ceitificates. make reservations, and more 


Magic. Joy. 

It magically wraps-up holiday shopping. It brings joy 
o your neighbor, your mail carrier, even your Aunt Thelma. 


Yes. The Goodwill Gift Card . From hostess gifts to 
stocking stuffers, our gift card brings fun and 
originality to every person and every occasion. 

Even better, shopping at Goodwill stores creates jobs, 
reduces landfills and puts clothes on your neighbor's back. 

In fact, Goodwill has been reducing, recycling, 
repurposing and retraining for over 1 00 years. 

Now that's a lot of magic and joy creating a healthy, 
sustainable community where nothing goes to waste. 

Not a shirt. Not a shoe. Not a person. 


mm 


Goodwill. 
Seeking solutions that work. 

Join us. 

Goodwill | 

goodwillnne.org 


to a,. 


IM 





LocM-matters 



Miller Time: Gov. Shumlin’s New Chief 
of Staff Is a Quick Study 


G ov. Peter Shumlin had some 
explaining to do last spring, 
when he came under fire for his 
position on a controversial util- 
ity merger. So he dispatched his energy 
adviser — the head of the Department of 
Public Service — to make his case before 
the big guns in the Vermont Senate. 

Liz Miller not only survived the orga- 
nized offensive; she fought back assert- 
ively and one of her staffers collided with 
an eager TV news crew as they followed 
her out of the Senate chamber. 

More political combat awaits the 
42-year-old lawyer, whom friends and 
colleagues describe as a quick study and 
good communicator. Come January, Miller 
will become Shumlin's chief of staff, the 
powerful, behind-the-scenes operator re- 
sponsible for implementing the governor’s 
agenda across all parts of state government. 

Her predecessor, Bill Lofy, is leaving 
for a job with the Democratic Governors 
Association, to which Shumlin was re- 
cently elected chairman. With Shumlin ex- 
pected to spend more time out of state on 
DGA business — he leaves for a conference 
in Rome this Friday — it will be Miller’s 
job, with assistance from Secretary of 
Administration Jeb Spaulding, to steer the 
governor’s ambitious to-do list. 

2 That includes figuring out how to 
S fund universal health care for Vermont 
g and plugging a SSO million budget gap 
5 without raising taxes. A host of other 
g issues — doctor-assisted suicide, mari- 
2 juana decriminalization, driver's licenses 
for undocumented immigrants — will be 
competing for the governor’s attention. 

At a postelection press conference an- 
jj nouncing Miller's appointment, Shumlin 
Jo said she was the right person for the job. 
§ "Liz brings to the job her extraordinary 
™ intelligence, her commitment to Vermont 
- and her ability to take complex challenges, 
synthesize them into short sentences and 
get them done.” 

5 He should know. Two years ago, 
2 Shumlin appointed Miller to head the 
> Department of Public Service, the regula- 
tory agency responsible for developing 
Vermont’s energy policy and representing 
ratepayers in energy and telecom cases, 
g In that role, Miller proved “she’s all 
k business but she can do it with a smile on 
J? her face,” says Montpelier lobbyist Kevin 
< Ellis. 

o As chief of staff. Miller will lead a 
S dozen employees in the governor’s office 


who deal with legislative policy, external 
communication and scheduling. Ellis says 
Miller has the mental toughness she’ll 
need to be the governor's "gatekeeper” — 
deciding who gets to see him and for how 
long. She’ll earn $121,700 a year - up from 
the $101,046 annual salary she made in the 
DPS. 

“She’s the protector of the brand. The 
protector of the message, to make sure the 
governor’s message is aligned with policy,” 
Ellis says. “And if anything goes wrong, it’s 
her fault.” 

The biggest challenge is likely to be 
health care. The Shumlin-appointed Green 
Mountain Care Board is slated to release its 
financingplan for the governor's health re- 
forms next year, and Miller acknowledges 
it’s a complicated plan that could present 
“a public message problem.” 

“I think there’s a lot of support in Vermont 
for improving the health care system,” Miller 
said over coffee last week in Burlington. ‘The 
challenge is making sure Vermonters know 
what we’re doing and why and feel they have 
a voice in the process.” 


It will be Miller’s job to move the big 
priorities forward amid the distractions 
that inevitably slow the momentum of any 
administration. She noted, “You can’t let 
the day-to-day crises override or eclipse 
the long-term policies. It would be possible 
to get derailed if you didn't keep that long- 

Miller faced one such crisis last year 
as Shumlin’s point person on Green 
Mountain Power’s merger with Central 
Vermont Public Service. The public ser- 
vice commissioner faced pointed, personal 
questions over her involvement with the 
merger because her husband, Burlington 
lawyer Eric Miller, was a partner at the law 
firm representing GMP. 

Though her husband did not person- 
ally represent GMP in any cases, some 
believed Liz Miller had a conflict of in- 
terest. State Sen. Vince Illuzzi (R-Essex/ 
Orleans) sparked a feud with Shumlin, his 
longtime ally, when he asked the Public 
Service Board to replace Miller with a spe- 
cial counsel to represent ratepayers in the 
merger proceedings. 


But Illuzzi backed off his public criti- 
cism after Miller appointed a former util- 
ity regulator to handle the aspect of the 
merger that most interested the senator: 
who would get control of Vermont’s trans- 
mission grid. It was smart politics, and, 
today, Illuzzi is highly complimentary of 
his former adversary. 

“She knew the legal issues,” the retiring 
lawmaker savs. adding that he encouraged 
Shumlin to appoint Miller as chief of staff. 
“She was, or became, sensitive to the politi- 
cal side of the equation.” 

Miller and her husband have been active 
in Democratic politics for years; they've 
hosted fundraisers for Congressman 
Peter Welch, Burlington Mayor Miro 
Weinberger and Shumlin. But when asked 
what turned her on to politics, Miller 
answered, “I’m not so much interested in 
politics as government. Honestly. For real.” 

A California native, Miller was raised 
in Yorba Linda — “the home of Richard 
Nixon,” she noted — and in the East Bay 
area. Her father was an Army veteran who 
started a commercial real-estate firm in 
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Orange County. Her mother was a wait- 
ress and secretary and later got her real- 
estate license. 

Miller majored in classics at UCLA 
and decided to pursue law school after 
a formative experience working for an 
entertainment attorney. “I would run to 
Disney studios to drop off contracts, or 
talk to David Lynch’s people about how to 
license music," she recalled. 

At Yale Law School, Miller participated 
in the prosecutor’s law clinic, in which 
student lawyers run prosecutions at the 
local courthouse. That was in the early 
'90s, during the height of the New Haven 
crack wars, and Miller said the symbolism 
of a “white woman from California” pros- 
ecuting criminal cases in a multicultural 
city was not lost on her. 

At Yale, Miller met her husband, and 
after graduating in 1995, the couple moved 
to Vermont, where she clerked for federal 
appeals court judge 
James Oakes. 

That was followed 
by a stint at the San 
Francisco law firm 
Morrison Foerster, 
giant practice for which 
Miller worked on what 
she calls the “craziest 
case I ever heard about.” 

Larry Hillblom, the bil- 
lionaire cofounder of 
shipping company DHL 
Worldwide Express, was 
killed in a plane crash 
over the South Pacific in 
1995. Hillblom's will did 
not include a disinheri- 
tance clause and after 
his death, numerous South Asian children 
came forward to claim he was their father, 
demanding their share of the inheritance. 

Miller's firm represented Hillblom's 
estate and deployed her to Saipan to open 
an office and sort out the competing pa- 
ternity claims. She might have stayed out 
West, but Miller said she was drawn back 
to Vermont in search of a place where 
“you weren’t just a number in a city, but 
you could actually affect things." 

The Millers moved to Burlington, 
where Liz landed a job at the Burlington 
law firm Dinse Knapp McAndrew. She and 
one of the firm’s partners, James Spink, 
eventually left to launch their own com- 
mercial litigation practice. 

“I'm not exaggerating; she is probably 
the smartest person I’ve ever met," says 
Spink. “You give her a subject matter 
and say, ‘Liz, can you please learn this?’ 
It doesn’t take very long for her to be an 

Among the clients Miller and her new 
partner took on: an Essex Junction busi- 
nessman who brought a patent-infringe- 
ment lawsuit against Apple in 2005. David 


Contois claimed that Apple employees 
stole his idea for a computer media player 
at a trade show in 1996 and used it to de- 
velop iTunes. The case settled a year later 

In another case, Miller and Spink repre- 
sented chemical company BetzDearborn 
against two former employees of the IBM 
plant in Essex who claimed that exposure 
to wastewater-treatment chemicals left 
them with severe neurological damage. 
That case also settled on undisclosed 

Miller said her career reached a certain 
point that made her want to try something 
else. She had supported Shumlin during 
his 2010 campaign — she hosted a fun- 
draiser for him after he won a five-way 
Democratic primary. After the general 
election, she submitted her resume for a 

“I was literally thinking; like, board or 
commission. You know, 
like, ‘You need someone 
for the arts council?"’ 
Miller said. Instead, 
Shumlin asked Miller 
be his public service 

his energy policy at a 
time when he was con- 
troversially calling for 

plant to be shut down 
and for more ridgeline 
wind development. 

Asked to identify 
her biggest accomplish- 
in the job, Miller 
cited the new statewide 
energy plan. Andrew 
Savage, a former aide to Congressman 
Peter Welch who now works for Williston- 
based AllEarth Renewables, says Miller 
exhibited skills during that process that 
will be crucial in her new role, including 
her ability to handle diverse, often diverg- 
ing, viewpoints and forge something ap- 

“She’s got a very good compass,” 
Savage says. “She's got a good gut. And 
toughness.” 

Having Democratic supermajorities in 
both the House and Senate should make 
Miller's job a little easier. Democrats all 
but dominate the agenda in Montpelier, 
though House Minority Leader Don 
Turner (R-Milton) expects the majority 
party — and Miller, in particular — will 
at least keep the GOP in the loop. Turner 
says he never met Lofy — whose name he 
mispronounced as “Lofty” — during the 
latter's two-year stint as Shumlin’s chief 
of staff. 

“I think she will definitely take the 
time to talk to all parties and convey infor- 
mation,” Turner says. ® 
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Vermont’s Cartoon College 
Throws a Party in Its New Quarters 


A cold rain steadily dripping on 
White River Junction last Friday 
did nothing to prevent some 400 
celebrants from turning out for 
the center for cartoon studies' open house 
in its new/old building. The former town 
post office was purchased about a year ago 
by the cartooning school, with the help 
of a generous local real-estate dealer, and 
adapted for classrooms and offices. 

The move from CCS' previous quarters 
was just a block or so, but 
it represents a big step 
forward for the 7-year-old 

school, which offers one- 

and two-year certificates in 
cartooning, as well as an MFA and summer 
workshops. Current enrollment is about 
100 students. 

From the outside, the school's colonial- 
revival-style building, erected in 1934 on 
South Main Street, still resembles a post 
office — minus the de rigueur American 
flag. The inside, of course, is a different 
story. Up a few steps and through a foyer, 
the Schulz Library greets visitors with the 
promise of lots of funnies. A small front- 
desk sign reading “The librarian is in" is 
a nod to the “Peanuts" character Lucy 


BEING THERE 


— created by library namesake Charles 
Schulz — in her 5e psychiatrist mode. 
The long room’s floor-to-ceiling shelves, 
packed with thousands of comics, graphic 
novels and other publications, encourage 
browsing But this enormous collection, 
saved from Tropical Storm Irene’s flood- 
waters at a previous location in August 
2011, could take a lifetime to peruse. 

A large and versatile central room 
dominates the first floor. Normally used 
for classes, last Friday 
night it was a noisy, cheery 
beehive of activity. School 
cofounders michelle olue 
and james sturm chatted 
up visitors, while attendees of all ages 
greeted friends, munched on snacks and 
ordered unique cartoon holiday cards. 
These were made on demand for five 
bucks each by a rotating cadre of CCS 
students, some in Santa hats or other jolly 
headgear. (Character options for the cards 
were Super or Sad Santa, Cartooning or 
Ninja Elf, Baby or Melting Snowperson, 
and Happy or Angry Yeti.) 

At a row of tables in the back of the 
room, Vermont's cartoonist laureate, james 
kochalka, and harry bliss made quick line 



drawings (on sale to benefit CCS) and 
signed their books. In the middle, author 
and faculty member sarah stewart taylor 
offered up her new middle-grade mystery. 


The Expeditioners (illustrated by recent 
CCS grad Katherine Roy). At the other 
end of the author lineup, Sturm signed the 
new Adventures in Cartooning: Christmas 


I 
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Burlington Film Society 
to Bring Controversial 
Flick to Waterfront 


HI 've been at film festivals in screens on Thursday, December 20. Craig 

■ Montreal and watched people Zobel’s drama may not make people feint, 
I faint,” says eric ford of the but it did cause walk-outs at last January’s 

■ Burlington film society. “I don’t Sundance Film Festival. In the Huffington 
think you’re going to do that at home Post, Lucas Kavner calls it “the most un- 

r couch. [The theater experience comfortable film experience of my life,” 


is] larger than life, and I think that’: 
important." 

That’s why Ford, who 


the 


i direc 


Burlington’s bca center, cofounded 
the BFS last January with local film 
scholar barry snyder. The group of cine- 
philes has no officers or membership cards 
o dollars” of funding, Ford says. 


Mi 


that provoked a woman at his showing 
to yell, “Give me a fuckingbreak” as 
she headed for the exit. But Kavner 
also says Compliance is “one of the 
most well-paced, brilliantly acted 
films of the year,” and one he can't 
stop thinking about. 

The indie film has an innocuous, 
middle-American setting — a fast-food 


But since September, they’ve been holding restaurant — and follows real events that 
monthly public screenings of movies that occurred in Kentucky in 2004. Where’s 
skipped Vermont theaters at main street the controversy? In brief. Compliance sug- 
landing performing arts center. gests that, given the right circumstances, 

The BFS’ next offering, Compliance, ordinary people can be induced to do 



extraordinarily bad things. Like the famous 
Milgram experiment, it makes viewers ask, 
“Would I have complied?” (See our film 

Such a film may not be a good business 
bet for a regular dieater, but BFS screenings 
aim to provoke post-movie conversation — 
the livelier the better. “Any film that causes 
an uproar or controversy in certain cases 
deserves looking into and discussion,” Ford 
says. “Is it exploitation, or is it not?” 

Last spring, after introductory meet- 
ings attracted a core of eight to 12 unoffi- 
cial “members,” the BFS began organizing 


meet-ups at local theaters. In August, 
about 80 people attended a special screen- 
ing of Ingmar Bergman's The Seventh Seal 
at Merrill’s roxy cinemas, Ford says. That 
was organized through tugg.com, a service 
that delivers films to theaters once groups 
reach a quota of online ticket reservations. 
But attempts to obtain similar screenings 
of Taxi Driver and Miller's Crossing didn't 
have enough takers. “We're still trying 
to figure out the magic formula for that 
model,” Ford says of tugg.com. 

Meanwhile, the BFS began partner- 
ing with mariah riggs, director of the 
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Special (which he created with CCS alums 
Andrew Arnold and Alexis Frederick- 
Frost), while cartoonist and faculty 
member jon chad signed Leo Geo and His 
Miraculous Journey Through the Center of 
the Earth. 

In a smaller side room, little kids were 
busily drawing their own cartoons and col- 
oring. That is, until Sturm called everyone 

entertainment: a slide show and dramatic 
reading of Christmas Special. Curiously, 
Sturm chose a zany klezmer soundtrack 

taining were the voices that he and senior 
students romey bensen and laurel holoen 
mustered for the characters that appeared 
on-screen. (Bensen voiced multiple char- 
acters creatively and hilariously; if this 
print-cartoon thing doesn't work out, 
maybe he could consider a career in voic- 
ing animations?) 

The cartoon book — ostensibly for 
kids, but relevant to anyone facing holiday 


shopping for children — relates 
Santa's dismay as he discovers 
traditional presents no longer 
appeal: “Sleds, tops, and puz- 
zles — they once were a must, 
now all of these toys are gather- 
ing dust” In Santa’s workshop, 
all the elves are parked in front 
of computer screens, writing 
code and sending digital gifts, 
well, digitally. Santa's solution? To create 
a Christmas comic. Hence ensues a silly 
adventure, all in rhyme. 

Spoiler alert: “On Christmas morning 
a great miracle was seen — all of the chil- 
dren turned off their screens. They took 
out some paper and started to draw..." 

Yes, cartoons rule around here. 

That sentiment is conveyed in the 
school “fight song,” written by Kochalka 
and performed by him following the read- 
ing in his trademark simple, catchy and 
tongue-in-cheek style. All the students 
belted out the chorus: “Go, CCS! We’re the 
best! We’re better than the rest!” 

But CCS doesn't need a boisterous fight 
song to demonstrate its school spirit; in 
White River Junction, this cartoon college 
seems to light up the whole town. ® 



MSL Performing Arts 
Center, who had already 
been holding regular free 
screenings of older films 
in disc format on Tuesday 
nights. With the monthly 
Thursday screenings, “Our 
goal is to try and bring 
films that are only available 
theatrically and haven’t 


What's next for the 
BFS? A website is coming, 
Ford says. (Right now, 
he communicates with 
“members” via Facebook.) 
And there are plenty 
more art-house films 
unlikely ever to be shown 
in Vermont's commercial 
theaters. 


onus TOM 

AND BRING FILMS THAT 
ARE ONLY AVAILABLE 
THEATRICALLY AND 
HAVEN’T COME 


ERIC FORD 


the area," Ford says. So far, 
those have included Todd 
Solondz's Dark Horse, Bela 
Tarr’s The Turin Horse 
(screened as part of the 

VERMONT INTERNATIONAL 
film festival) and The Fourth Dimension, might ins 
codirected by Harmony Korine. “Mariah think. ® 
has kind of conditioned folks to show up 
for free films each Tuesday,” Ford says. 

“We’re able to build off of that audience.” 

Do audiences really show up for feel- 
not-so-good films? Ford says about 150 
people did for Dark Horse, a relationship 
movie that's painfully, sometimes hilari- 
ously, unromantic — but a sure-fire dis- 
cussion starter. 


“We want to support 
films that perhaps are 
nonconventional, films 
that are outside the system 
that brings the next big 
Hollywood blockbuster,” 
Ford says. Movies that 
e people to walk out — or to 
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Artful Gifts Abound at 
the Holiday sHop 


E ach fall the south end art hop fills 
the galleries, studios and busi- 
nesses of Burlington’s industrial 
neighborhood with thousands of 
people with one simple goal: to see local 
art. OK, and to party. The event's winter 
cousin, the three-day south end holiday 
shop, aims to appeal to visitors on a more 
urgent mission: attacking their holiday 
shopping lists. More than 30 artis 
studios, galleries and other venue 
are participating in this weekend' 

In 200S, when 
jewelry maker marie 
davis started the 
first Holiday Hop 
with a handful of 
other Burlington 

venues partici- 
pated. But the event 
quickly gained 
traction. “We have 
a wonderful, sup- 
portive community 
here, a lot of folks 

locally, who see the 
value in that,” Davis 
says. "I feel really 
fortunate.” 

When the south 

END ARTS * BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION 

(SEABA) took the 

reins of the sHop three years ago, partici- 
pating artists were relieved to shift their 
focus from organizing the growing event 
to finishing up the work they hoped to sell. 
“It's been great for us," says Davis. “We can 
focus on what we're doing." 

And what they’re doing is creating one- 
of-a-kind artworks. 

In the Howard Space, Davis crafts 
her intricate polymer-clay jewelry in 
studio D-3, which she shares with artists 

ELIZABETH MERCER, CAROL NORTON and KATE 

butt. Expect this studio to be filled with 
glass mosaics, knit works, oil paintings 
and more. 

Downstairs, at justin rose piano 
tuning, Burlington artist and accordi- 
onist zelde grimm is selling handmade 
fascinators and eerie-looking dolls made 
completely from reclaimed fabric, as 
well as her witty pen-and-ink drawings 
of animals with other animals living in 
their stomachs. On her website, Poppets 
and Lace, Grimm claims to have “walked 
across entire cities, hitchhiked countless 
miles, run away with the circus, turned 


into a puppet, run away from the circus 
and explored far and wide around the 

More traditional art lovers might 
prefer designer Kevin ruelle’s faux-vintage 
Vermont travel posters. At ruelle fine 
art, he offers giclee prints on watercolor 
paper with the lush, iconic imagery of a 
snow-covered Mount Mansfield, bicycles 
climbing the Green Mountains 

Morgan horse galloping over a 
grassy hillside. 

| the Soda Plant, the 
3 printing is personal- 
is ized. Designer zoe 

creations on her 
hulking Chandler & 
Price Platen press. 
Surely someone 
on your list would 
appreciate hand- 
pressed stationery 



chocolates t 

cup of hot choco- 
late; help decorate trees with ornaments 
from different eras at barge canal market; 
place a silent bid on artwork at the art 

THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF VERMONT'S Second 

annual silent auction in the maltex 
building Saturday afternoon; and meander 
through the seaba center’s first-ever artist 
market, filled with stone carvings by Chris 
cleary, hats by swan & stone millinery, 
license-plate art by aaron stein and many 
other unusual artworks. 

The Holiday sHop isn’t as big as 
September’s arts extravaganza — yet — 
but there's still plenty to see, do and buy 
throughout the South End. If you get tired, 
climb aboard the free artsriot shuttle, 
running Friday from 6 to 8 p.m. and 
Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Happy sHopping! ® 
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Dear Cecil, 

I've read on several occasions 
that in some cultures, it's seen 
as normal for parents and 
caregivers to perform sexual 
acts on babies and toddlers 
in order to calm them down 
and help them sleep. Cultures 
to which this disturbing 
practice has been attributed 
include those of Japan, 
Albania, the Philippines, 
Mongolia, Thailand. Bali, 
native Hawaiians, some native 
American tribes, parts of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
Australian aboriginals, and 
New Guineans. Does this really 
happen? 

Matt Wells. United Kingdom 


N 


: to go all Bill Clinton 
n you, but we need 
i define what we 
lean by “performing 
t." For now let’s just 
say that, based strictly on ap- 
pearances, some cultures tolerate 
stuff that in the U.S. would get you 
branded as a pervert. Examples: 

• In 2006 a Cambodian 
immigrant living in the Las 
Vegas area was charged 
with sexual assault for 
allegedly performing fellatio 
on her 6-year-old son. The 
woman’s attorney said what 
she’d actually done was 
kiss the kid's penis, once, 
when he was four or five. 

A spokesperson for the 
Cambodian Association 
of America said that while 
this kind of thing wasn’t 


widespread in Cambodia, 
some rural folk went in for 
it as an expression of love 
or respect, although in 
his experience never with 
children older than 1 or 
maybe 2. 

En route to being elected 
U.S. senator from Virginia 
in 2006, Jim Webb, onetime 
Secretary of the Navy under 
Reagan, was lambasted by 
his opponent for a passage in 
his 2001 novel Lost Soldiers 
in which a Thai man picks 
up his naked young son and 
puts his penis in his mouth. 
Webb responded that he had 
personally witnessed such a 
greeting in a Bangkok slum. 
Numerous ethnographers 
report that mothers and 
caregivers in rural New 
Guinea routinely fondle 
the genitals of infants and 
toddlers of both sexes. In the 
case of boys this supposedly 
aids the growth of the penis. 
It's often done in public 


and is a source of great 
amusement. 

• The Telegu-speaking people 
of central India dote on the 
penises of boys up through 
age six, which they hold, rub 
and kiss. (Girls escape with 

typical greeting involves an 
adult grabbing a boy’s arm 
with one hand and his penis 
with the other. 

• A 1946 report claimed 
that among lower-class 
Japanese families, parents or 
nursemaids would play with 
the genitals of children to 
help them fall asleep, and a 
researcher visiting Japan in 
the 1930s noted that mothers 
often played with the 
genitals of their sons. 

I didn’t make an exhaustive 
search and so don’t know to what 
extent such things occur in Latin 
America, Europe, Australia or 
elsewhere. However, it appears 
that: 

• Fooling with kids’ privates is 



a fairly widespread practice 
in Asia, particularly among 
people toward the lower 
end of the socioeconomic 
scale. The reports are too 
numerous and credible for 
them all to be dismissed 
as the ravings of hysterical 
Westerners. My surmise is 
that, as societies become 

affluent, the practice dies 

The acts we're talking about 
are sexual in the sense that 
those doing the fondling 
are well aware of the sexual 
implications of what they’re 
up to and find it droll to give 
a little boy an erection. 

That said, from what I 
can see, the boundaries of 
permissible behavior appear 
to be reasonably well defined. 
For example, ethnographers 
in New Guinea say elderly 

warn young mothers to cover 
their breasts before fondling 
their sons lest anyone get the 

Lurid tales occasionally 
do surface. Reports of 
mother-son incest were 
briefly faddish in Japanese 
magazines in the 1980s. 
These stories played off 
the unflattering Japanese 
stereotype of the mother 
obsessed with getting 
her son into a top school. 


suggesting some “education 
mamas” would violate the 
ultimate taboo to help their 
horny pubescent boys stay 
relaxed and focused on 
studying. A few Westerners 
have taken these urban 
legends at face value. 

Lloyd deMause, founder 
of and prolific contributor 
to a publication called the 
Journal of Psychohistory, 
cites the Japanese mother- 
son stories as prime evidence 
in his account of what he 
calls “the universality of 
incest.” It’s pretty clear, 
however, that incest inspires 
as much revulsion in Japan 
as anywhere else. 

A less excitable take on things 
is that Asian societies just aren’t 
as hung up about matters of the 
flesh as we Western prudes are. 
In Japan, mixed-sex naked public 
bathing was fairly common until 
the postwar occupation, and 
some families bathe together 
now if they have a big enough 
tub. Infantile sex play was once 
considered harmless in many 
parts of Asia and among the less 
westernized element still is. 
Nonetheless, so far as I can deter- 
mine, Asian societies have always 
drawn a bright line between fool- 
ing around with babies and tod- 
dlers and having sex with your 
kids. If Westerners can't fathom 
that elementary distinction, well, 
whose problem is that? 
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here is seat belt?" my cus- 
tomer, Nikolai Yegorov, 
inquired from the shot- 

and stocky, with dark, deep-set eyes and 
osely cropped, almost bald-head. We 
e idling at Fletcher Allen hospital's 
n entrance. 

‘Sorry, it’s a little tricky,” I replied. ‘It’s 
nected to the seat, not the door post. Do 


“Aha, yes, I get it,” he said, the click af- 
firming his success. 

“What happened to your shirt?" I 
asked as we made our way off the hospital 
grounds. Beneath an unzipped, light jacket, 
he was wearing a buttonless hospital top 
with a sky-blue cloud pattern. Somewhere, 
I imagined, there was a study demonstrat- 
ing the beneficial effect of pastel colors on 
the psyches of hospital patients. 

“I'm not sure," Nikolai replied. '1 think 
it gets lost when they transfer me from 
Plattsburgh hospital in helicopter.” 

“Wow, what was that like? I’ve never 

“I don't much remember. I have heart 
attack and I think they put me on drugs. I 
feel better now.” 

“Well, that's good news. So I guess I’m 
taking you to Lake Placid? You know the 
address once we get there, I assume?" 

“Yes, yes. We go to my house. I surprise 
my wife. She does not know what day I get 
released.” 

I had plotted out the route before I 
picked up my customer. On Lake Placid 
or Saranac Lake runs, it's a close call 
whether to take the Champlain Bridge or 
the Charlotte ferry. The ferry option entails 
less mileage, but there's the waiting time 
and cost of the ferry. I decided to take the 
bridge, mostly because I enjoy the visual 
experience. It's a gorgeous structure and 
still so new, with its slender arch balanced 


precisely and gracefully over the fresh 
water. I got goose bumps the first time I 
crossed it last winter, and I’m not a very 
goose-bumpy guy. 

“So where did you grow up?" I asked, 
picking up the conversation once we made 
it onto Route 7’s steady ride south. “Russia? 
Or I guess it would have been the USSR?” 

“I was bom in Ukraine in 1944, in small 
town, maybe 3000 peoples. My father had 
farm — pigs, horses. I come here 10 years 
ago with my wife. I cook at big Lake Placid 

“That's a huge change for any man to 
go through,” I said. “Did you speak much 
English when you arrived?” 

“Not one word. I learn by watching TV.” 
Nikolai stopped and chuckled for a while 


have servants and everything beautiful. 
When she was 4, the communists came and 
arrested her parents and grandmother and 
sent them to Siberia prison farm, the Gulag. 
Nataliya was taken to orphanage, where 
she had to scrub cement floor every day, 
and they beat her. She never see her parents 
again, but her grandmother came back in 
couple years and they live together through 
the war and later, but very, very poor." 

“What a story,” I said. “The things 
people live through, it's hard to believe." 

“It’s true, but my wife is very strong 
woman. She became singer and dancer, and 
together we get out of Soviet Republic just 
as it is breaking apart. For a while, we live 
in Europe, in different countries, but then 


DESPITE A ROUGH HISTORY, HE MAINTAINED 

AN OPTIMISTIC, ALMOST JOLLY, APPROACH TO LIFE. 


before going on. “That's how I learn the 
secret to good, long marriage. I watch this 
English TV show where the husband is 
saying all the time, “Yes, dear.’ So always I 
say this to my wife and we are happy.” 

I laughed and said, “Maybe that and also 
‘I’m sorry,’ and you got it all covered.” 

Nikolai laughed, saying, “Yes, I'm sorry’ 
— that is good, too." 

At Vergennes we swung over to 22A, 
en route to Crown Point and the bridge to 
New York. “So tell me about your wife," I 
said. “Where is she from?” 

“Nataliya is also from Ukraine. Her 
family had money when she was little child. 
Her father owned flour factory, and they 


The bridge was as grand as I remem- 
bered, as was the ride into the Adirondacks 
and across to Lake Placid. Nikolai and I 
talked the entire time. Despite a rough his- 
tory, parts of which I could barely imagine, 
he maintained an optimistic, almost jolly, 
approach to life. Apparently, no heart 
attack was going to change that. 

Near the village center, a couple of turns 
took us to the small townhouse develop- 
ment where Nikolai and his wife resided. 
The place was in a state of shabby decline — 
peeling paint, dilapidated shingles, pocket- 
sized scruffy lawns. 

Nikolai removed his small bag from the 
rear seat and instructed me, “You wait. My 


wife have cakes and cookies for you, tradi- 
tional Ukrainian.” 

Before I could tell him that was kind but 
unnecessary, Nataliya came running out 
the door, tears streaming down her cheeks. 
“My Nicky, my Nicky,” she cried, wrapping 
her arms around her husband and show- 
ering him with kisses. They talked for a 
moment, and she ran inside and came out 
with two large, sealed bags, both of which 
were stuffed with at least a couple of dozen 
sugar-powdered pastries. They looked ex- 
quisite and quite delectable. 

I stepped out of the cab to meet her. 
Nataliya’s lips were bright red, her gray- 
ing blonde hair piled high on her head, 
with wisps escaping everywhere. She was 
a fading beauty, yet noble and proud, and 
lovely still. 

Tears still falling, she handed me the 
bags, saying, “Thank you, thank you, for 
returning my Nicky to me.” 

Nikolai walked over to embrace his wife 
again, and then, before I knew it, I was 
swept into a group hug. Now both of them 

I thanked Nataliya profusely for her 
beautiful baked goods and stepped back in 
the cab to make my exit. Nikolai rushed to 
my window and handed me some money, 
saying, “Take this. Please, take this.” 

“Nikolai, the fare is paid by the hospi- 
tal,” I protested, but he persisted. I realized 
I would be insulting his generous nature 
if I refused the tip, so I acquiesced, stuff- 
ing the bills into my shirt pocket. Only on 
the ferry ride back (having opted for the 
shorter driving distance) did I check my 
pocket, expecting to find perhaps S10 or 
$15. Instead, I found a fifty, a ten and some 
ones. The man had tipped me $68. 

I put down the cookie — my 10 th by now, 
at least — and, wiping the powder from my 
lips, took a deep breath, sending Nataliya 
and Nikolai Yegorov another heartfelt 
thank-you through the ether. 


H ’Hackie" Is a twice-monthly column that 
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Hey, Seven Days readers, 

Do your feet hurt? Because you've been running through our minds all day. Actually, 
we haven't been able to stop thinking about you — and your creative sex I ives — 
since we read your incredible, hilarious, candid and oddly ... touching responses to 
our 2011 sex survey. 

A lot can change in two years. And we don't want this relationship to stagnate. 
So we’ve got a new set of prying question to ask you — anonymously, of course. 
Why not slip into something a little more comfortable, put on some sultry tunes 
and get cozy with us? 1h en, on February 27, you can savor the results in our 
biennial sex issue. 

Happy endings guaranteed. 

Fill out this survey — preferably online at sevendaysvt.com — to be included 
in the 2013 results. If you use the paper ballot, send it to Sex Survey, c/o Seven 
Days, P.0. Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402-1164. Either way, thedeadline is Friday, 
January 5, at 5 p.m. ® 


Shue n SramP! Fill out the suruey 
amine ot »5Buendnvsvt.[om. 


WHO ORE VOU? 


O Female 
O Male 
O M-Ftrans 
O F-Mtrans 
O Other 


O 19 or younger 
O 20-29 
O 30-39 
O 40-49 
O 50-59 
O 60-69 
O 70 or older 


O Hetero 
O Gay/lesbian 
O Bisexual 
O Asexual 

O Other 

Political affiliation: 

O Democrat 
O Republican 
O Progressive 
O Independent 
O Other 

Relationship status: 

O Partnered/married 
O Single 
O Going steady 
O In an open relationship 
O Polyamorous 

Occupation: 

Where did you grow up? 


PRIUDTE PARTS 

my virginity 

you had in the last year? 


How often do you have sex? 

O Once a day 
O A few times a week 
O At least once a week 
O At least once a month 
O A few times a year 
O Never 

O Other 

How often do you masturbate? 

O Multiple times a day 
O Once a day 
O A few times a week 
O At least once a week 
O At least once a month 
O A few times a year 
O Never 

O Other 


How often do you watch porn? 

O Multiple times a day 
O Once a day 
O A few times a week 
O At least once a week 
O At least once a month 
O A few times a year 
O Never 

O Other 

Are you satisfied with your current sex 
lire? 

O Yes 
O No 


Do you feel sexy in your own naked 
body? 

O Yes 

◦ No 

If you have a penis, is it circumcised? 

O Yes 

ONo 

If you have a vagina, have you ever 
ejaculated? 

O Yes 
ONo 

Do you have any genital piercings? 

O Yes 

◦ No 

In a sexual context, what do you prefer 
to call your genitals? 

What is your favorite sex toy? 

What's your go-to mood music for sex? 
Be specific 

It's easier for me to get off... 

O with a partner 

masturbated is ' 


O always 
O never 
O sometimes 

If I come before my partner, I 

make sure we keep going until he/she 

O always 
O never 
O sometimes 


My preferred safe-sex/birth-control 


When it comes to pubic hair, I prefer 

O has an untamed bush 
O keeps the lawn trimmed and tidy 
O is totally hairless 
O Who cares? As long as I'm getting laid 

0 Other 

1 have... 

(check all that apply! 

O had an orgasm 
O cheated on a partner 

O slept with an ex 

◦ had sex with a relative 
O had sex with a coworker 

don’t know 

O had sex in a public place 
O explored BDSM 
O had fantasies that wouldn't be 

O made a video of myself having sex 
O uploaded and shared that video 

O been to a swingers party 
O seen a sex therapist 

◦ paid for sex 

O been paid for sex 
O walked in on my parents having sex 
O had sex while someone else watched 
O watched someone else having sex 
O had sex with an animal 


RETURN BY JAN. 5, 2013, TO SEX SURVEY, C/0 SEVEN DAYS, P.0. BOX 1164, BURLINGTON, VT 05402, OR DROP OFF AT 255 S. CHAMPLAIN STREET. 
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At what point in a new relationship do 
you tell your partner about a specific 
fetish/kink you have? 

O I make it clear exactly what I'm into in 
my online personal ad 
O I broach the subject in person before 


re having se 


O I introduce it while 1 

O I bring it up after we've had sex a f 

O I'll only tell if my partner pries it ot 
of me 

O I don't really have any kinks 
O Other 


How do you m 
your desires to a parti 

O Sext 
O Email 

O Talking in person 
O Body language 
O Other 


;t often communicate 


how would you react to the discovery 

O Break off the relationship 
O Get even with a one-night stand of 




If you're in a happily sexed-up. long- 
term relationship, what's your secret to 
keeping things hot? 


because of a: 
related injur* 

O Yes 


or masturbation- 


it. if anything, are you 


O Attempt to work through the Infidelity 
together or with a couples counselor 
O Forgive and forget; we all make 
mistakes 

O Other 


What's your favorite se 


Wht 


i should we have asked? 


Need some advice? Ask a question for 
Mistress Maeve 


Shue n SinmP! Fill out the survey 

online at »5eveildllV5Ut.[Om. 
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P rofessor Richard Sugarman stands with 
a slight stoop at the blackboard in Room 
B-132 of the University of Vermont's Living/ 
Learning Center. He begins his last class of 
the semester the same way he begins all his classes: 
“Does anyone want to ask a question?" 

None of the two dozen students in this midlevel 
Judaism course has one. But over the next 90 minutes, 
Sugarman asks many of his own, in a teaching style 
that’s part Socratic method, part Talmudic debate. 

Some of his questions are strictly factual: 
After Israel’s war for independence in 1948, when 
Jerusalem became an international city, who granted 
the local Muslim clergy the power to govern their own 
institutions? “It was a famous general who had an 
eye patch,” Sugarman hints, “like the Hathaway shirt 
man.” (Answer: Moshe Dayan.) 

Other questions are more speculative: In the early 
20th century, a neighborhood in Burlington was 
known as Little Jerusalem because of its relatively 
large population of Orthodox Jews. “Why isn’t that 
community still here?" Sugarman asks. 

“Rural flight?" guesses one student, to which his 
professor laughs but then acknowledges a kernel of 
truth in the answer. 

In those years, Sugarman explains, Burlington’s 
Orthodox Jews, most of whom worked in Winooski’s 
woolen mills, didn't have yeshivas, or Jewish day 
schools, where their children could study full time. 
It's a problem that drove Sugarman’s own family, 
also Orthodox Jews, out of Burlington. For 15 years 
he commuted to UVM from Albany, and then later 
from Monsey, N.Y., so his three children could attend 
yeshivas. His wife, Linda, agreed to move back to 
Burlington only if they could live within walking dis- 
tance of the sj’nogogue. 

Sugarman’s classes are fun in part because they’re 
packed with interesting trivia: “The first course 
devoted to the study of the Holocaust was taught at 
which university?” he asks. It was UVM. Sugarman's 
old friend, the late Raul Hilberg, created the course 
for what later became the university’s Center for 
Holocaust Studies. 

"Anybody minoring in the Holocaust? Anyone? 
No?” Sugarman asks, looking around the room. When 
no hands go up, he gives a resigned shrug. His disap- 
pointment is understandable. Sugarman grew up in 
a predominantly Orthodox Jewish neighborhood in 
north Buffalo, N.Y., where one in every four residents 
was a “DP,” or displaced person, tattooed with a 
number from a Nazi death camp. 


For UVM prof Richard Sugarman, life's big questions are the sweetest pursuit 

BY KEN PICARD 


But Sugarman’s most intriguing questions are the ones 
without easy answers: those about the meaningof life and 
death, the phenomenon of time, and our duty to create a 
better world. He teaches in the religion department, but 
his formal training at Yale University and much of his 
published scholarship since then have been in philosophy. 
Notably, he’s a world-renowned expert on the Lithuanian- 
born philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1906-95), whom 
Sugarman calls “the preeminent post-Holocaust Jewish 
philosopher.” 

IT IMS RICHARD 
SO&ARAAAN 
t*/H0 CONVINCED 
BERNIE SANDERS 
TO RUN FOR MAYOR 
of Burlington in 1981, 
a decision that launched 
his long and storied 
political career. 

For Levinas, the other comes before the self, Sugarman 
explains. In other words, one's responsibility to other people 
takes precedence over one’s individual rights and needs. 

To those who know Sugarman well, his fondness for 
Levinas makes sense: A self-described “economic social- 
ist," he cofounded the Living/Learning Center, which is 
all about fostering lasting relationships between faculty 
and their students. And, by all accounts, no one is better 
at it than Sugarman. 

That much is obvious from talking with his Judaism 
students, some of whom aren’t religion majors — or even 
registered for his class — but attend just to be around 
him. During an interval when their professor is out of the 
room so they can complete their end-of-semester course 
evaluations, there’s no shortage of students describing 
themselves as sweet on Sugarman. 

“He exudes knowledge and wisdom,” one student says. 

“He tells it like it is," says another. 


“It’s a worldly class,” another chimes in. “I definitely 
learned a lot from him about life.” 

“We all have sort of a personal relationship with him,” 
adds senior Allison Coppola. “You don't have to be intimi- 
dated by him. You can just talk to him.” 

Kaleb Szabo, a senior, reveals one comment on his eval- 
uation. Under the section that asks how this course could 
be improved, he suggests, “Make Sugarman immortal!” 

Such glowing praise is typical. Sugarman, who’s been 
teaching at UVM since 1970, consistently receives top 
marks from his students. Eight years of feedback about 
him on the website ratemyprofessors.com attests to it: 
“Awesome!” “Amazingly brilliant!" “Hands down one 
of the best professors I have ever had.” One wrote that 
Sugarman “brings students back to a time when teachers 
were life mentors.” Several students exclaimed, “I love 
him!” One wants him as a grandfather. 

“He’s very open to all people,” says Patrick Hutton, a 
UVM history professor who, like Sugarman, teaches in the 
Integrated Humanities Program. “There’s an ecumenical 
character to his religious understanding, where he relates 
to students of all faiths, as well as students who are pri- 
marily humanists.” 

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, one of Sugarman’s oldest and 

in Burlington in the ’70s and still meet regularly for long 
walks — is rarely upstaged in public. But Sanders has seen 
firsthand the depth of emotion Sugarman's students feel 
for him, even decades after they graduate. 

“What impresses me about Richard is,” Sanders says, “I 
cannot walk down Church Street without people coming 
up to him who say, ‘I was in your class 20 years ago and it 
had a profound impact on my life.'” 

Sanders has felt that impact himself. It was Sugarman 
who convinced him to run for mayor of Burlington in 1981, 
a decision that launched his long and storied political 

“He thought that I had a chance to win it," Sanders 
acknowledges. “I myself did not think that at the time, but 
Richard did.” 

Sanders knows as well as anyone why students are 
drawn to Sugarman: It’s his warmth, intelligence, sense of 
humor and keen storytelling abilities. 

“But I think young people also perceive that he really 
cares about them,” Sanders adds. “Richard has deep feel- 
ings for people and deep feelings about the world in which 
he lives.” 

Those people include Huck Gutman, Sanders' chief 
of staff for the last six years. Gutman, who himself 
began teaching at UVM in 1971 and will return there in 
January, is also close to Sugarman. They frequently talk 


by phone, sometimes for hours, discussing everything 
from sports to Spinoza, a 17th-century philosopher. 
Sugarman, Gutman says, is a model to which professors 
should aspire. 

Why? His relationship with his students, Gutman ex- 
plains, isn’t based on a desire for “disciples” who blindly 
follow his religious or philosophical pronouncements. 

“He never aspires to that,” Gutman says. “What Richard 
wants from his students is for them to live an inquiring life 
philosophically, and that means constantly questioning 

An unapologetic Zionist, Sugarman is left of center 
on every issue “except Israel.” But Gutman insists that 
Sugarman never tries to indoctrinate his students or 
brings his politics into the classroom. 

“I think he brings his humanity into the classroom,” 
Gutman suggests. “In my opinion, he is the single best 
teacher at the University of Vermont.” 


CMS? OVER COLOR 

Sugarman expresses genuine surprise that someone is in- 
terested in telling his story. “What's the matter?” he asks. 
“Did Seven Days finally run out of people to write about?” 

Sugarman’s office is really just a small desk and com- 
puter in the common area of an office suite in Living/ 
Learning. Here he often holds court with students on 
subjects ranging from French existentialism to his beloved 
New York Yankees. 

Sugarman, 68, suffers from arthritis and walks slowly 
with a hand-carved wooden cane. Still, he directs a visit- 
ing reporter to the more comfortable chair. “Go! Sit! I’ll be 

Sugarman looks the part of a Jewish philosopher 
— albeit one of bear-like stature who once boxed and 
played high school football. He sports a full salt-and- 
pepper beard and large black yarmuike, or skullcap, but 
eschews the payes, or traditional side locks, customary 
among some Orthodox Jews. Dressed entirely in black 
except for his white, perpetually untucked shirttail, 
Sugarman explains why the Orthodox wear black: mod- 
esty before God. 

“I wear it,” he adds, “because I don’t like to think about 
clothes.” 

It's impossible to spend time with Sugarman and not 
discover his keen sense of humor. When he says, “Now, 
that's a very interesting question,” it invariably leads down 
a rabbit hole of anecdotes that eventually circle back to 
some crucial point. 
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Sugarman was born in 1944, which, he notes only 
partly in jest, “Winston Churchill described as the worst 
year in human history.” He still speaks with the long "A" of 
his native Buffalo. There, his father ran a wholesale fruit 
business, which explains his surname, which he believes 
was originally Zukerman, from the Yiddish zuker, or sugar. 

Actually, Sugarman's father and uncles were “in almost 
every business you can imagine,” he says. “They were en- 
trepreneurs — or would have liked to have been.” Among 
their short-lived enterprises was a PGA golf course his 
father and an uncle bought in Fort Erie, Ont., just across 
the Peace Bridge from Buffalo. This was at a time when 
most golf clubs wouldn't admit Jews — not that it made 
much difference to them. 

"They couldn't afford to join. But nobody knew that,” 
recalls Sugarman, who worked four summers at the club 
as a greenskeeper. What did he learn? “To loathe golf,” he 

Sugarman’s religious upbringing was “mixed.” His 
father's family was Hasidim Orthodox from Ukraine; his 
mother’s. Reform Jews from England. Sugarman’s pater- 
nal grandmother expressed doubts that his mother was 
Jewish because she didn’t speak Yiddish. 

By age 13, Sugarman had entered his “antireligion” 
phase. He penned an essay about the biblical story of 
Abraham nearly sacrificing his son, Isaac. Sugarman 
argued that Abraham was "totally irrational” and 
shouldn’t have been allowed around children. It got him 
kicked out of Hebrew school. “Little did I know,” he says, 
“that years later I would be writing about this [story] more 
sympathetically." 

Want to see an hour disappear? Ask Sugarman about 
the many jobs he's had: cleaning laboratory test tubes, 
selling balloons at the Buffalo Zoo, delivering the Buffalo 
Evening News. He quips that on his paper route, his dog 
got more tips than he did. 

But Sugarman’s most life-altering employment — 
before he discovered teaching, that is — was working at 
the Allied Chemical & Dye plant in Buffalo. He describes 
it as a filthy, sweltering and oppressive place to work. 
Several workers died during his employment there; the 
rest were checked for cancer every six months. 

“That changed my view of life,” Sugarman says. “I 
never had a religious epiphany, but I did have a political 

In 1962, Allied Chemical employed about 12,000 work- 
ers. In those years, the plant had de facto segregation: 
blacks working in one area, whites — predominantly Poles 
— in another. 

When Sugarman was hired, he was asked whether he 
wanted to work with the blacks or whites. Since Poles and 
Jews didn't get along well, Sugarman joined the black unit. 

After he had spent several hours shoveling coal tar vig- 
orously, his black foreman asked why he was working so 
hard. Sugarman remembers feeling that it confirmed every 
negative stereotype he harbored about African Americans. 

“That’s the problem with you people!" he told his 
foreman. “You don’t have the American work ethic. You’ll 
never get ahead!” 

The foreman just laughed. Two hours later, when 
Sugarman was getting tired, the foreman again asked how 
he was doing. Sugarman looked up and realized that all 
the black laborers were working at the same pace as ear- 
lier that morning. With a newfound respect, he asked his 
boss how long those men had worked at the plant. 

‘“Since the war,”’ Sugarman recalls the foreman saying. 
“I said, ‘They’ve been here 17 years, doing the same work 
every day ?' Immediately, a light went on in my head." 



In my opinion, 

HE K THE 
SINGLE BE^T 
TEACHER 

at the University 
ofVermont. 

HUCK GUTMAN 



By quitting time, every worker in the plant, black or 
white, was the same color: that of whatever chemical dye 
they were producing that day. Class, Sugarman says, had 
triumphed over race and ethnicity. 

“I began to change my political outlook immediately,” 
he adds. “I said, 'There’s something profoundly wrong 
with the way I’m thinking.’ Did it have to be that way? I 
didn’t think so.” 


SHDL DAYS 

In the fall of 1962, Sugarman became the first member of 
his family to attend college. That was a big deal, especially 
in those years, he says, when Yale still had quotas for the 
number of Jews it admitted. 

Initially, Sugarman told his mother he didn't want to go 
to Yale because it wasn’t a “real school,” he recounts. Why? 
Its football team wasn’t ranked in the top 20. “Can’t I go to 
a real school," he asked, “like Ohio State?" 

At Yale, Sugarman roomed with another future U.S. 
senator: Joe Lieberman, whose mother encouraged 
Sugarman's religious observances. 

“Joe was in his lapsed phase,” he recalls, “but his 

She often invited the boys to their home for the Jewish 
high holidays. Years later, when Lieberman got married, 
Sugarman signed his ketubah, or Jewish marriage con- 
tract. “I think I signed it twice,” he says. 

When Sugarman's father died, Lieberman and his first 
wife traveled to Buffalo for the funeral. As the story goes, 
the couple was trying to get pregnant, and Sugarman’s 
uncle told them that, according to the Kabbalah, or Jewish 
mysticism, it's easier to conceive a child right before a 
funeral. 

“Nine months to the day, they had a child,” Sugarman 
says. 

Roger Duncan, now a philosophy professor retired 
from the University of Connecticut, also attended Yale 
with Sugarman. The two studied under philosopher John 
Wild, who eventually became Sugarman's mentor and 
introduced him to Levinas. Nearly 40 years later, Duncan 
and Sugarman collaborated on a book about Wild — which, 
Duncan recalls, they hammered out in five hours in a pub 
in Oxford, England. 

Duncan recounts how Sugarman met his other 
formative philosophy instructor: Paul Weiss, Yale’s 
first Jewish professor. By the 1960s, Weiss was already 
famous. Sugarman was just getting into Jewish philoso- 
phy when he learned that, every day, Weiss stopped at 
the same newspaper boxes on a particular corner in 
New Haven. 

One morning, Sugarman stationed himself at the news- 
paper boxes. When Weiss stopped to check the headlines, 
Sugarman stepped up and introduced himself. Weiss was 
polite but curt, then hurried off. 

“At which point,” Duncan says, "Richard yells after 
him, ‘Nice not meeting you, Mr. Weiss!'” According to 
Duncan, Weiss was amused and invited Sugarman back to 
his office. The two soon became fast friends. 

After finishing undergrad and graduate school at Yale, 
and then his doctoral coursework at Boston University, 
Sugarman briefly took a job driving a taxi in Cambridge, 
Mass., a job for which, he readily admits, he was poorly 

“Richard could get lost in the supermarket looking for 
a can of tuna fish,” says Linda Niedweske, a former student 
of Sugarman’s who later served as Sanders' first campaign 
manager and administrative assistant in Burlington City 
Hall. “But he’s one of the smartest and most genuine 
people I know.” 

In 1970, Sugarman was offered a part-time job teaching 
philosophy in an experimental program at UVM that was 
a precursor to Living/Learning. 

“They told me I’d be the philosopher-in-residence,” he 
says. “That sounded better than driving a taxi.” 

Ironically, it wasn’t until Sugarman lived in Burlington, 
surrounded by more gentiles than Jews, that he began to 
appreciate “a more traditional kind of Judaism.” He began 
attending Ahavath Gerim, then an Orthodox synagogue on 
Archibald Street. 



“I said, “You know, this is not so bad,"’ 
he recalls. “I got to eat lunch there every 
Shabbas, which was the best food I had all 
week." 

Duncan, who has stayed in touch with 
Sugarman, calls his old friend “a living 
paradox": a devoutly religious man in a 
secular world who doesn’t hide his deep 
faith yet to whom students flock like to 
"the Pied Piper.” 

“In the broadest sense, he’s a thinker,” 
Duncan explains. “And he's a thinker 
who attracts people not only because of 
his personality but because he has real 
thoughts, the kinds of thoughts that fresh- 
men expect when they come to a philoso- 
phy course.” 

As some college departments of re- 
ligion and philosophy “lose steam” and 
become mere training grounds for jobs in 
academia, Duncan adds, “It’s people like 
Sugarman who represent the real thing." 

Sugarman, too, bemoans that trend in 
higher education. 

“Right now everybody is concerned 
with making a living. Perfectly under- 
standable," he says. “But you also have to 
make a life.” 


LIVING AND 
LEARNING IN 
BURLINGTON 


In 1974, UVM’s philosophy and religion 
department became two separate enti- 
ties. In the process, several of Sugarman’s 
philosophy colleagues were "purged.” 
Sugarman joined the department of reli- 
gion and has remained there ever since. 

“I was against the split,” he explains. 
“I’d already seen what happens when phi- 
losophy dealt with only narrowly defined 
questions, and I didn’t want that. I thought 
that religion helped keep you focused on 
the bigger questions of life.” 

Though immersed in such “bigger 
questions," Sugarman didn’t just live in 
his head. For a time he worked as a dorm 
dad and “bouncer” at Coolidge Hall on the 
Redstone campus. 

In 1971, an ex-Marine had moved 
into Coolidge whom Sugarman jokingly 
describes as a “transfer student from 
the Bronx Zoo. We learned later that his 
hobby was beating up nuns at Rice High 
School. This guy was totally mashugana 
[crazy]. And a raving anti-Semite." 

One day, while Sugarman was vol- 
unteering at UVM’s Hillel, the Jewish 
students' center, he learned that the 
ex-Marine was assaulting some female 
students in a dorm room. 

“Maybe I was looking for a fight. I don’t 
think so,” Sugarman recollects about the 
confrontation that ensued. The former 
Marine threatened Sugarman with a beer 
bottle, then shoved him against a wall, 
which led to a “life-and- death fight over a 
banister" witnessed by scores of students. 


The professor still recaps the fight as 
though it happened yesterday. 

Sugarman, a former boxer, ultimately 
prevailed. Several administrators called 
to congratulate him — although, because 
the student’s mother served on the UVM 
board of trustees, the university never 
ejected him or pressed charges. 

Most of the time, however, Sugarman 
wrestled not with big drunks but with big 
ideas. He can’t remember exactly when 
he met Bernie Sanders, but he knows they 
were on a train together headed north to 
Vermont. 

“I was coming back from finishing my 
doctoral dissertation,” Sugarman says. 
“Bernard had a family reunion, which 
was probably just as traumatic." The two 
talked for hours on a variety of topics, 
including the economic inequities in 
Burlington. 

“I was deeply disturbed by the fact that 
people who worked in the city couldn’t 
afford to live in the city,” Sugarman says. “I 
thought that was wrong." 

Later, after Sanders got evicted from 
an apartment on Maple Street, Sugarman 
invited him to move into his place at 149 
Cherry Street. 

Evidently, the two got along famously. 
Sugarman recalls how Bernie would often 
wake up — “Neither of us are the world’s 
best sleepers," Sugarman says — and im- 
mediately launch into a discussion about 
some issue he'd been ruminating on all 
night. “I said, ‘Couldn't you say “hello" or 
“good morning” first?”' 

It was Sugarman who recognized 
that, while Sanders did poorly in state- 
wide races, he did increasingly well in 
Burlington. 

'“I think you can win,”’ he remembers 
telling Sanders, ‘“but we have to make 
this about concrete issues: neighbor- 
hoods and snow removal and things 
that people actually care about.’ And he 
became an unbelievable student of this 
stuff.” 

In 1981, when Sanders was elected 
mayor by just 12 votes, it was Sugarman 
who oversaw the vote recount to make 
sure Sanders' victory wasn't stolen. 

“Later I asked him, ‘What's in it for 
me?’” Sugarman recalls. "He said, “You get 
to be commissioner of reality.’" It was an 
unpaid position. 

More than 30 years later, Sugarman 
still serves at times as the commissioner 
of reality — for Sanders and others. 
His fellow philosopher Anna-Teresa 
Tymieniecka, who was a close confidant of 
Pope John Paul II, told Sugarman that one 
of his journal articles in Phenomenological 
Inquiry was on the pontiff's nightstand the 
day he died. 

Characteristically, Sugarman is too 
modest to dwell on such things. He’s just 
grateful to have had a career that lends 
itself to contemplation. As he puts it, “I 
certainly didn't want to go back to the fac- 
tory, or the golf course, or the zoo.” © 
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The 


W elcome to the holiday season — and to the Seven Days guide to gifts. Every 
Wednesday for the next few weeks, we’re offering ideas for just about 
everyone on your list. For greater variety, a different writer weighs in each week: 
same set of recipients, unique presents of mind. (Note: Some of these giftees are 
figments of our imaginations.) 

And what do we want this year? Just for you to shop local, please and thank you. ® 

Giving as good as it gets by carolyn fox 




Mother 

Mom and I share the same week off each 
December, so it's become tradition to 
while away a couple of those hours at 
the movie theater. Rather than fighting 
off the crowds at the multiplex, this year 
we’ll take "dinner and a movie” to new 
heights at Big Picture Cafe & Theater. 
Watching Les Mis over housemade 
Italian sodas and a Vermont cheese 
plate? Tres classy. $5-$8 per movie ticket; 
average price per entree is $13-818. 



Father 

My family will never forget our trip to 
Parc Safari, the drive-through animal 
preserve where a massive water buffalo 
came up and snotted all over my dad’s 
brand-new car. It was so worth it. Our 
last visit was years ago, so it’s high time 
for another safari adventure — we'll be 
there as soon as it opens for the season in 
May. And we’ll leave time for a car wash 
before driving home. $9.95-$31.95 day 
admission per person. 



Teen Sis 

Sis is a natural at snowboarding and 
stand-up paddleboarding. Unfortunately, 
Vermont's weather doesn’t always let her 
practice her balancing act. To give her a 
year-round outlet for all of that energy, 
I’m gifting her a beginner's slacklining set 
and a promise to catch her when she falls. 
$79.99. 




Kid 

Brother 

Since his school 
field trip to the 
Great Escape 
last spring, 
this little man 
hasn't stopped 
gushing about 
his adventures 
tubing down 
the lazy river. 
Something 


love the twisting water slides and double- 
barrel flowrider at the Pump House Indoor 
Waterpark, too. $25-$35 per day pass; free 
for kids under 4. 


Boyfriend 

To make up for the fact that I’ll be 
vacationing in Italy without him next 
spring, I’m treating my guy to an overnight 
at the Norwich Inn. He’s a beer geek, so 
I’ve booked us the Ales at the Inn package, 
which includes some of the brewery's 
award-winning ales and a souvenir pint 
glass. Cheers, darlin’. $209 per night. 


Best Friend 

When we're not watching old Charlie 
Chaplin movies, we’re in the kitchen 
drinking wine and making elaborate pasta 
dishes. For a fun change, I’ve signed us up 
for one of Healthy Living’s Girls Night Out 
classes, which let us cook, feast and leave 
the cleanup for somebody else. $85 per 



Oreo is a total lap cat — and that’s why I love her so much. To keep her company 
when I’m not around. I’m getting her a little felt friend from Burlington-based 
Etsy shop Cattitude Creations. Made from eco-friendly wool and filled with 
organic catnip, these colorful, handmade toys come in the shapes of ducks, 
bunnies and "octopussies." They’re almost as cute as kitters. $12. 
CattitudeCatToy, etsy.com 


Grandmother 

No one has a sweet tooth quite like my grandma, who always has a couple of Hershey's 
Kisses tucked in her pockets, just in case. So I'm whisking her away to Brandon Music 
Cafe, where we can have a sophisticated visit over a traditional British tea service and 
dessert. The Chocolate Delight, topped with raspberry puree and cream, has her name 
on it. Average price per entree is $12 or under. 





Guitar Hero 

Doug Perkins explores the bounds of acoustic guitar— with a little help from his friends 



D oug Perkins has played on more 
records than he can remember, 
but having his name on the cover 
of one is something new for 
the veteran guitar picker. Now, with the 
release of his first solo record. Music for 
Flat-Top Guitar, the longtime sideman is 
stepping out front. 

Perkins has been a staple of the 
Vermont music scene since he migrated 
here after college in 1986 and soon estab- 
lished himself as one of the most versatile 
and inventive flat-pickers around. He’s 
played with Smokin’ Grass, Gordon Stone 
and numerous singer-songwriters with a 


style that flows effortlessly from bluegrass 
to jazz to classical. 

Last Saturday, the 54-year-old picker 
drew a standing-room-only crowd to his 
CD-release show at Burlington’s Skinny 
Pancake. The microbrew-swilling crowd 
was hopped up for the highly anticipated 
concert, but Perkins was characteristically 
low key. Sitting on a bench seat close to 
the door, he leaned in to the microphone 
and said softly, “Thanks for coming.” Then 
he announced an only-in-Vermont special 
offer: “The first 10 people who buy a CD 
get an organically grown bulb from my 
garlic patch." 


Perkins might be the furthest thing 
from a rock star. He plays with stone- 
faced concentration, peering out from 
underneath a ski hat and bushy beard. His 
fingers fly up and down the fret board, but 
he hardly makes a move, save for the oc- 
casional head bob. He lets his music do the 
talking. And his guitar has a lot to say. 

Talking about his record over coffee in 
Waterbury last week, Perkins said humbly, 
“I just did what I could. I wanted it to be 
mostly original material. Then you’ve got 
to find the guys to play the music you want 

For his debut album and release 
show, Perkins assembled what he calls 
his “dream band” — Jamie 
Masefield on mandolin, 

Tyler Bolles on bass and 
Patrick Ross on fiddle. All 
three are Perkins’ old friends 
and longtime collaborators, 
but they had never before 
played together. 

Their first official meet- 
ing happened in Kristina 
Stykos’ Pepperbox Studio 
in Chelsea, where Music 
for Flat-Top Guitar was re- 
corded over a period of 16 
months. Stykos and her hus- 
band, F roggy Bottom Guitars 
builder Michael Millard, are 
neighbors of Perkins, who 
lives on 130 acres in the town 
of Washington. There he 
composes, gardens and does 
occasional woodworking. 

The all-instrumental 
Music for Flat-Top Guitar 
is composed of Perkins- 
penned rags, jigs and 
waltzes, with a few tradi- 
tional bluegrass fiddle tunes and three 

by Chopin — thrown in for good measure. 

“Bach is so jazzy,” Perkins said. “I think 
I'm modern with these lines and chords, 
but Bach did it all 300 years ago. It flips me 
out, but it makes me feel connected to the 
way back.” 

Perkins’ original songs are all new. He 
wrote the opening track, “Garlic Patch 
Rag,” while working for the US. Census in 

“Mitch McConnell doesn’t need to 
worry,” Perkins said, referring to the 
Republican U.S. Senate leader. “The gov- 
ernment wasn’t paying me for writing a 
song. It was on my lunch break.” 

“Loch Ness Jig” was cowritten with 
Ross, whom Perkins met when Smokin’ 


Grass recruited the Northeast Kingdom 
native as their fiddle player when he was 
14. “His mother would drive him to gigs,” 
said Perkins, who called Ross one of the 
best fiddlers he's ever heard. 

Masefield is an even older friend: the 
Jazz Mandolin Project front man and 
Perkins played their first gig together — 
with Mike Gordon of Phish on bass — in 
1987 and have continued collaborating 
ever since. Bolles is a relatively newer 
addition, though he’s part of a trio with 
Perkins and Masefield that performs with 
some regularity. 

Perkins recorded the entire album with 
his 1969 Martin D-18 — the gold standard in 
bluegrass music. The guitar 
is a weathered but beautiful 
instrument he bought for 
S450 back in 1984. “It was 
in a drummer’s closet. He 
was my bandmate," Perkins 
recalled. “I bought it on lay- 
away. I would give him my 
gig money." 

Raised in Ridgewood, 
NJ-, Perkins came north 
to attend college at St. 
Lawrence University in 
Canton, N.Y. He studied clas- 
sical guitar in high school 
but is otherwise almost en- 
tirely self-taught. "I’ve taken 
a few lessons,” Perkins said. 
“1 made a butternut book- 
case in exchange for lessons 
from Paul Asbell.” 

He played electric guitar 
in a college funk band 
called Omni and a rhythm 
and blues band called the 
Oscillators. At the time, 
Perkins didn't think much 
of bluegrass. “The first bluegrass I heard, 
I immediately dismissed as being simple,” 
he said. "I was stupid." 

The record that changed his mind was 
the David Grisman Quintet’s 1977 self- 
titled debut album, featuring flat-picking 
legend Tony Rice on guitar. The DGQ's 
blend of bluegrass, swing and gypsy jazz 
blew Perkins away. And it has clearly influ- 
enced his own songwriting. 

"I like to think that David Grisman 
saved me from electric guitar," Perkins 
said.® 
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Magical 
History Tour 

A new tour offers a drive-by version of Burlington's past 



W hen a nice man invites you 
to get in his van, it’s usually 
not a good idea. But there’s 
nothing sinister about Gary 
De Carolis’ specially converted Ford. As 
attested by the designs from vintage post- 
cards on the vehicle's sides, he just wants 
to tell you about the history of Burlington. 

It’s his evident immersion in that his- 
tory which makes his Burlington History 
Tours so fascinating. “I’ve taken my life- 
long avocation and made it a vocation," 
says De Carolis, who served three terms as 
a Burlington city councilor from Ward 3. 
More recently, he worked as child welfare 
district director for Burlington’s office of 
the Vermont Department for Children and 
Families. Now 62, De Carolis was consider- 
ing retirement last summer when he took 


a history tour with Backroad Discovery 
Tours in Manchester. Suddenly, he had 
found his next step. “I absolutely loved it,” 
De Carolis remembers. “I thought, Gosh, I 
could do this in Burlington!" 

A history minor in college, De Carolis 
left the DCF in October and launched 
Burlington History Tours on November 
15. Though he still works as a freelance 
speaker and consultant to child-services 
groups as president of the Center for 
Community Leadership, De Carolis now 
offers tours seven days a week. 

Of course, his is not the only tour to 
bringBurlington history alive. Preservation 
Burlington hosts architecturally focused 
walking tours all year long, while Queen 
City Ghostwalk counts down to Halloween 
beginning each summer. University of 


Vermont professor emeritus William 
Averyt takes guests on a walk through the 
campus' past. While these tours all cover 
small, walkable areas, however, De Carolis 
employs his van to get an overview of the 
city in just two hours. 

So far he’s been hired to lead just four 
groups, but the amateur historian hopes 
that word of mouth and his website and 
Facebook pages will begin attracting locals 
and tourists alike. 

The bright van’s presence on the road 
is likely to grab attention, especially as it 
often drives at just 10 or 15 miles per hour 
to give participants plenty of time to look 
around. The van also fills a hole in Battery 
Park, parking where Beansie's Bus spends 
its summers, so De Carolis can start the 
tour in one of Burlington’s most storied 

In a New Jersey accent, he speaks 
slowly and evenly, almost never needing 
to check his notes for dates or specifics. 
If he sometimes appears distracted on the 
road, with a few pedestrian near misses, 
it’s because he seems to be seeing the city 
of another time 

De Carolis begins by gathering par- 
ticipants in the park overlooking Lake 
Champlain. He points out Rock Dunder, 
the 30-foot crag that projects out of the 
water about three miles from shore. 
The rock was known to the Abenaki and 
Algonquin as Wo-ja-ho-sen, Oodzee-hozo, 
or “he who created himself." The legend- 
ary figure began as a legless spirit. As 
he dragged himself across Vermont, he 
created the mountains and even Lake 
Champlain. Wo-ja-ho-sen judged that 
particular achievement so great that he de- 
cided to fuse himself with a rock and stay 
in the lake forever. 

To natives of the area in the pre-Samuel 
de Champlain era, the rock was a spiri- 
tual force, worthy of worship. During the 
French and Indian War, De Carolis says. 
Rock Dunder served as a meeting place 
for drawing up attack plans. In the War of 
1812, the island was shot full of cannon- 
balls, which are still occasionally found by 

“Burlington was chartered in 1763, but 
no one lived here,” De Carolis says. Before 
1812, scuffles between the French and the 
British, then between the American colo- 
nists and the Brits, left the shore too dan- 
gerous for heavy settlement. The victorious 



waterfront battles of 1812 finally made the 
Champlain Valley safe enough to inhabit. 

As a small group gets in the van for a 
recent tour, De Carolis mentions that a pants 
glass factory opened across from Battery 
Park just after the encampments of the 
War of 1812 dispersed. It marked 


in 1868, was rebuilt and is now home to the 
Ice House Restaurant & Bar. De Carolis 
hands out cards granting the tour partici- 
percent off at the restaurant. 

The next-oldest section of town runs 
along Pearl Street — today, an easy jaunt 
from Main. When King or Pomeroy 


a. The factory became necessary when wanted to make that walk, however, they 


Burlington's postwar lumber industry 
boomed, filling the city with people whc 
moved " 

what is now North Street 
needed lots of windows. 

As we wend our way down Blodgett 
Street, De Carolis points out one curious 
house. What he calls a “significant prefab- 
ricated home” first came to Burlington as 
a place for the town’s lightht 
to live right on the breakwal 
keeper preferred to canoe out 
each day, so, in 1884, the house was moved 
to dry land. Just around the 
Pitkin Street, a small, 
early-20th-century 
house that has been 


roundabout r 

literally cut the city in half,” 
the homes being built along De Carolis explains. Traces of the deep, 
homes that northeast by southwest chasm are still vis- 
ible along Pearl Street and across parts of 
College, Main and Church Streets. 

When Burlington's residents under- 
took to fill the ravine, they initially used 
little more than wood chips and sawdust, 
; keeper leaving some buildings on less-than- 
But the sturdy footing. In 1973, all the books at the 
his post Fletcher Free Library had to be moved 
to city hall's Contois Auditorium when 
the building’s foundation began buckling 
due to a shift in the 
shoddy material. The 
new library opened 
in 1981, the year De 
Carolis became a city 
councilor. 

The tour winds 
down with a jaunt past 
the UVM campus. De 
Carolis says what he 
tells guests there is only 


panded over the years 
once served as a wa- 
terfront office building. 

The original, almost 
trailer-like box is vis- 
ible beneath layers of 
white additions. 

De Carolis mentions 
that several residents 
of Pitkin and Blodgett 
Streets had unpleasant 
surprises when they at- 
tempted to make home 
improvements between 
1955 and 2004: They 
uncovered the remains 
of fallen 1812 soldiers. 

Those homes stand 
on what was once a woods backing the 
Battery Park barracks of the soldiers, who 
are now buried beneath a memorial on 
Lakeview Terrace. 

Battery Street, originally known as 
Water Street, was Burlington's first. “The 
Admiral of the Lake,” Gideon King Jr., 
who controlled merchant trade on the 
waterway for 30 years, chose to make 
his home just off it, on the street still 
named for him, De Carolis tells us. Other 
early-19th-century Burlington luminaries 
lived right on the main drag. 

Like King's red brick house, the home 
of Dr. John Pomeroy currently offers 
office space for lease. Potential rent- 
ers may be able to conduct business 
one of the rooms 
lectured to medical students beginning 
in 1804. Pomeroy would help establish 
the University of Vermont College of 
Medicine, the first medical program in 
America that was part of a state school. 

Pomeroy lived in a good place to keep 
bodies cold for dissections — just across 
the street from three icehouses. One oc- 
cupied an 1808 building that burned down 


THEY UNCOVERED 
THE REMAINS 
OF FALLEN 1812 
SOLDIERS. 


of 


what he’d like t 
about the area. To cover 
the details, he’ll need 
to add a pedestrian 
version of Burlington 
History Tours — some- 
thing he plans to do 
when warm weather 
returns in 2013. 

Those spring tours, 
De Carolis says, will work their way up 
Pearl Street and past the university, per- 
haps stopping at South Willard Street and 
its homes of the Victorian elite. He also 
imagines an “off-the-beaten-path" tour 
that would take visitors to areas including 
the sea caves off North Avenue and the 
quarry off Shelburne Road. 

De Carolis closes his tour with a visit 
to the graves of Ethan and Ira Allen at 
Greenmount Cemetery and then to those 
of Gideon King Jr. and other Water Street- 
area luminaries at Elmwood Cemetery. 

Our group disembarks back at Battery 
Park. The opportunity to slow down and 
take a closer look at Burlington, its build- 
ings and its history has been eye opening, 
where the good doctor Along for the ride with De Carolis, the past 
side by side with the present. © 
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Hall Mark 

A local baseball historian lends his vote to the game's Hall of Fame 


O n July 28, 2013, the next class 
of candidates will be inducted 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown, N.Y. We won’t 
know until January if the likes of Barry 
Bonds, Roger Clemens or Curt Schilling 
will be considered worthy of enshrinement 
by the Baseball Writers Association of 
America — the finicky electorate charged 
with settling such matters. 

But a vote held during Major League 
Baseball’s annual winter meetings in 
Nashville earlier this month found three 
men from a bygone era deserving of inclu- 
sion. To bestow that posthumous honor, 
the Hall of Fame turned to, among others, 
Burlington’s resident baseball historian, 
Tom Simon. 

Simon sat on a special subset of 
baseball’s veterans committee, the pre- 
integration panel, which was convened to 
argue the merits of candidates active in the 
era before Major League Baseball allowed 
nonwhite players. The 16-member panel 
included a mix of former players, including 
Hall of Famers Bert Blyleven, Don Sutton 
and Phil Niekro; executive personnel; and 
two historians, Peter Morris and Simon. 
They eventually gave baseball’s highest 
honor to New York Yankees owner Jacob 
Ruppert (1867-1939); umpire Hank O’Day 
(1862-1935); and bare-handed catcher 
Deacon White (1847-1939), chosen from 
10 candidates of the late 1800s and early 
1900s deemed to have been overlooked by 
previous HOF voting bodies. 

“Along with my wedding day, being part 
of this panel was the most amazing experi- 
ence of my life,” says Simon, 47. 

Simon, a local attorney, is the author 
or coauthor of several books documenting 
baseball's earliest eras. Last year, he pub- 
lished The Wonder Team in the White City 
at the Intercollegiate Baseball Tournament 
of 1893, in which he tells the story of the 
University of Vermont baseball team in the 
1890s. In those days, Simon relates, UVM 
was a powerhouse squad regarded as one 
of the dominant teams in the history of col- 
legiate baseball. 

Simon is also a founding member of 
the Vermont chapter of the Society for 
American Baseball Research (SABR). 
Baseball, and particularly the game's rich 
history, is his great passion. That and his 



demonstrated expertise led the Hall of 
Fame to come calling this fall. 

“We have known about Tom's work, his 
authorship of books, his passion of eras 
within the broadly defined pre-integration 
era,” says Bradford Horn, the Hall's senior 
director of education and communica- 
tions. “The passion, the intellect and his- 
torical knowledge he brings make him a 
good fit for this committee, which heavily 
relies on historians.” 


Candidacy for the Hall, whether as a 
player, manager, umpire or executive, is 
considered by weighing six specific crite- 
ria; record, ability, integrity, sportsman- 
ship. character and contributions to the 
game. In evaluations of modern players — 
suspected steroid use aside — statistics can 
paint a relatively black-and-white picture 
of who belongs in the Hall. But one can 
make no apples-to-apples comparisons 
when weighing the accomplishments of 


players such as White against those of an 
umpire such as O’Day or an exec such as 
Ruppert. Coming up with a way to com- 
pare those individuals, both with their 
contemporaries and with subsequent gen- 
erations, was the pre-integration panel’s 
great challenge. 

“They don’t give you any guidelines 
for weighing those factors," Simon 
says. “You're basically left to use your 
own judgment." 

So how to compare them? How do you 
translate stats from those who played in 
an era when it took five strikes to strike 
out a batter — or eight balls for a walk — 
into those of the modern three-strike era? 
And what to do with nonplayers such as 
Ruppert and O’Day, for whom there are no 
measurable statistics available? 

“You look at contributions to the game,” 
Simon says. 

Given the era under consideration, that 
challenge demands the expertise of histo- 
rians. Their own contribution was not lost 
on Niekro, who credited Simon and Morris 
in remarks to the Associated Press follow- 
ing the panel's vote. 

“It’s tough to go back into the 1800s and 
bring that to life,” said the famed knuckle- 
bailer, now 73. 

Niekro isn’t alone in his appreciation 
for Simon's ability to revive a past era. 
Simon says he and Blyleven became fast 
friends during the deliberations, which 
Simon likens to being sequestered in a jury. 
He says the former Twins ace, 61, pumped 
him for info during meetings and dinners. 

“Bert had done his homework," Simon 
says. “But he had a lot of great questions." 

arguments for or against candidates. But 
he can speak to their accomplishments. 
For example, he says Ruppert made two 
huge contributions to the game. For start- 
ers, he was the guy who bought Babe Ruth 
from the Boston Red Sox in 1919. 

“Arguably, that’s one of the most impor- 
tant things that happened in the history of 
baseball,” says Simon. 

Ruppert’s other major contribution was 
financing the original Yankee Stadium out 
of his own pocket. Though it was dubbed 
“The House That Ruth Built,” it was 

HALLMARK » P.45 



WHEN SHOULD 
YOU REFINANCE? 

TODAY IS GOOD. 

With rates at historic lows, now may be the 
time to refinance. But don’t just refinance 
with anyone. At Merchants Bank, we don't 
sell off your mortgage. We keep it right here. 




. «nu we mane me process easy ano give you 

options-with a convenient online application 
and a variety of money-saving mortgage solutions. 

~ Don't put it off, get started today. 


APPLY NOW AT MBVT.COM/LOCALMORTGAGE 


Member FDIC fsfcSSiBH! 


merchants 

BANK 


The perfect present: 

Day Spa gift certificates 


\ 










pedicure ^ 




^k 




^ 3 4> eyelash 

n & Battery Streets, Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 • www.mirrormirrorvt.com 



Certificates 
Are Available 

in-store and on-line at 
mirrormirrorvt.com 


Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 


Hall Mark «, 



Ruppert’s money that 
gave the Yankees their 
fabled Bronx home 
in those days before 
public financing was 
used to build arenas. 

His offering provided 
the grand stage on 
which the team would 

ningest in American 
sports history. 

“A lot of people 

in the Hall of Fame. 

People just assume he 
had been in for 50 or 
60 years,” Simon says. 

"That's really the pur- 
pose of committees like 

"It’s designed as 
a second chance, a 
review committee,” says the HOF's Horn. 
He adds that voting criteria for the Hall 
have changed several times over the years. 


individuals who 

previous guidelines 
may measure up by 
the current yardstick, 
revised in light of re- 
search by historians 
such as Simon. 

Both Simon and 
;ject any sug- 
that commit- 
such as the pre- 
integration panel exist 
simply to get more 
the Hall, 
under evolving 
guidelines, they say, 
only the top 1 percent 
of potential candidates 
will be elected. 

“You have to be 
beyond exceptional," 
says Simon. ® 
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HOW DO YOU TRANSLATE 
STATS FROM THOSE WHO 
PLAYED INAN ERA WHEN 
ITTOOK FIVE STRIKES TO 
STRIKE OUTABATTER 
-AND EIGHT BALLS FOR 
l- INTO THOSE 
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Delicious gifts are always a hit! Pickles, cookies, candies and more 
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Give the foodie in your life (or that 
foodie-wanna be who really yearns to 
be a good cook) a Learning Center 
Gift Card... and you'll be loved! 

We have great classes for all kinds of 
cooks, from kids on up. 
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Cornering the Market 

First Bite: Cornerstone Pub & Kitchen, Barre 



arre is the Granite City, home 
to the Rock of Ages quarry and 
Hope Cemetery, the ne plus 
ultra of sculpture gardens. The 
town’s opera house is one of the most 
beautiful in the state. But one thingBarre 
has yet to add to its list of cultural en- 
dowments is a culinary destination. Last 
month’s opening of the Cornerstone Pub 
& Kitchen may have given it just that. 

Owners Keith Paxman and Rich 
McSheffrey have been best friends since 
they attended grade school together 
in the town. Both grew up to work in 
restaurants: Paxman in fine-dining 
establishments, including Warren’s the 
Common Man, which he sold last year; 
McSheffrey in pubs and pizzerias in 
Massachusetts. 


hour's wait for a table at Cornerstone 
when I visited last Tuesday. Luckily, we 
had called ahead (the restaurant only 
accepts reservations for parties of five or 
more) and so were seated shortly after 
we arrived. 

The restaurant’s popularity can mean 
a din sometimes fills the small dining 
room and big, open bar area, but it was 
never loud enough on my visit to prevent 
conversation. That bar area is visually 
striking, with tall tables and a wall of 
booths offering views of the granite 
“Youth Triumphant" sculpture in front 
of city hall. Posters leading to the still- 
new-smelling bathrooms date back to 
the 1930s, when Barre’s Magnet Theatre 
was showing films starring Mae West 
and Ginger Rogers. 



DRINKS ARE SERVED IN MASON JARS, 

AND THE STYLE OF THE FOOD IS RUSTIC, WITH 

A TOUCH OF SOPHISTICATION FROM THE BIG CITY 


Paxman and McSheffrey say they 
talked for years about opening a restau- 
rant together in their hometown. Now, 
with an ongoing city revitalization that 
includes a freshly rebuilt Main Street and 
a planned food co-op, the timing seems 
perfect for Barre’s first gastro-pub. 

In an interview for the Seven Days 
food news column, the owners said 
their goal is to be the “cornerstone" of 
a new Barre: a bustling, friendly city 
similar to that of their parents’ genera- 
tion. To set the appropriate mood in the 
dark-walled restaurant, they start with 
road signs and posters from the early 
20th century. 

Many guests won’t lack for time to 
peruse the decorations: There was an 


If the Barre history on display at 
Cornerstone doesn’t clash with the pre- 
dominance of contemporary trends on 
its plates, that's because Vermont’s cu- 
linary present doesn't diverge too much 
from its agricultural past. 

Drinks are served in Mason jars, 
and the style of the food is rustic, 
with a touch of sophistication from 
the big city — Atlanta, to be precise. 
The chef, McSheffrey’s cousin Jesse 
LeClair, is a Barre native and New 
England Culinary Institute graduate 
whose previous job was cooking at 
the Ritz-Carlton in the Southern 
foodie city. 
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Vermonters may rec- 
ognize Vieira as former 
chef at the red clover inn & 
restaurant in Killington, 
where he gained a reputation 
for pairing wine with his 
locally focused, European- 
influenced menu. For 
now, the upscale inn has 
replaced Vieira with chef 
david coolidge, former new 

ENGLAND CULINARY INSTITUTE 

chef-instructor and current 
executive chef at summer- 

only TYLER PLACE FAMILY RESORT 

in Highgate Springs. Red 


Southern 

Comfort 

THE GLEANERY OPENS IN 
PUTNEY: MISS BELLOWS 
"•• •.S DINER TO REOPEN 


I 

Vermont’s southeast 
corner just got a 
food-friendly facelift: A 
long-planned community- 
supported restaurant opened 
this week, and the historic 

MISS BELLOWS FALLS DINER will 

soon be back in business. 

In Putney, the gleanery 
restaurant opened officially 
on December 10, though 
a string of special events 
throughout the fall had 
already given neighbors a 
taste of the high-end fare of 
chef ismail samad, formerly 
chef at the 


Last summer, Samad 
whetted the community’s 
appetite for the eatery by 
“foraging” at the Putney 
Farmers Market and cooking 
up and selling the ingredi- 
ents he found on the spot. 


New Tomatoes 

NEW CHEF HELPS REVAMP 
BURLINGTON'S THREE 
TOMATOES TRATTORIA 
three tomatoes trattoria 
has become a Church Street 
landmark since it opened 
more than 20 years ago as 
Sweet Tomatoes. But, ac- 
cording to co-owner Robert 
meyers, 2013 will bring big 
changes to the old Burlington 
favorite. 

“At this point, it’s still a 
work in progress," Meyers 
says. “But really, it’s going 
to be great for Burlington.” 
Meyers and fellow owner jim 
reiman have partnered with 
New York chef and restaura- 
teur RYAN SCHMIDTBERGER and 


Clover is actively searching 
for a new full-time chef. 

Meyers says that in 
January, Three Tomatoes 
will begin renovations that 
will produce a new lounge 
area, better oven views in the 
dining room and improved 
outdoor seating. Though he 
prefers to wait until the new 
year to share more specifics, 
Meyers divulges that the 
menu “will certainly have 
a new spin.” (The changes 
will not affect the other 
Three Tomatoes locations 
in Williston, Rutland and 
Lebanon, N.H.) 

Perhaps recent Burlington 
specials — including 
housemade pork sausage 
with baked white beans and 
greens, and braised seafood 
pasta with shrimp, octopus 
calamari — hint at the 


On the Road Again 

CLOUD 9 CATERING DEBUTS A FOOD TRUCK 

Where can you get a "cheddarwurst” made with local, 
whey-fed pigs and Cabot Clothbound Cheddar; ramen 
bowls with housemade noodles; braised chicken tortas; 
and hushpuppies? In the great outdoors. 

On November 30, cloud 9 caterers introduced its new, 
still-unnamed food truck at Champlain College’s Rail 
Jam. Last week, the truck made appearances at citizen 
cider in Essex and Shelburne Vineyard. But Cloud 9 
owner sarah moran says the truck, which she and chef 
luke stone brought up from Mystic, Ct., won’t spring 
fully into action until the start of the new year. 



“We're gonna take this winter and mess around 
with ideas,” says Stone. The converted 1964 Ford truck 
is equipped with a fryer, grill and griddle; perhaps 
most importantly, it’s heated. That means the elements 
won’t stop Stone and his team from serving the daily 
menu’s six or seven items to hungry Vermonters all 
winter long. 

The chef plans to begin with lunch service in 
and around Burlington before adding breakfast. A 
Huntington resident, Stone also hopes to feed skiers 
near Sugarbush Resort or Mad River Glen. 

As for the truck's name, Moran has put the question 
out to a marketing class at Champlain College, which 
is devising one as their final exam. “We don’t want to 
pigeonhole ourselves with it,” Moran says. 

Names can be tricky issues, as Moran found when 
Cloud 9 Catering’s summer-only cart, the noble pig, drew 
complaints from Noble Pig Vineyard and Winery in 
Carlton, Ore. The artisan hot-dog cart may or may not 
change its moniker when warm weather returns, Moran 
says. “My lawyer wrote [the vineyard], “When was the 
last time you confused Pinot Noir with a hot dog?'” 

What’s in a name? We’re more interested in grilled 
cheese with homemade kimchee on bread made in 
house by baker mike buechler, cheese steaks and a 
wintertime taste of the sausages that won us over last 
summer. 
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THE MIGHTY PORK SHANK LAY ON A BED OF MACARONI 
AND CHEESE AND BRAISED COLLARD GREENS 

IN A POT BIG ENOUGH TO HOLD 
FOOD FOR A MEDIUM-SIZE FAMILY. 


A pair of chalkboards above the bar 
notes 28 beer options on tap, including 
cult Vermont brands Lawson’s Finest 
Liquids, Hill Farmstead Brewery and 
Fiddlehead Brewing. Hard-to-find 
beers from around the country are also 
available, along with Pabst Blue Ribbon 
and Bud Light. 

The suds, or selections from the full 
bar or boutique-wine list, are perfect 
for accompanying any of LeClair’s of- 
ferings, divided on the menu into six 
categories, including Pub Fare, Burgers 
& Fries and meaty Cornerstone Cuts. 

I began with a salad of tender, 
roasted cubes of red and golden beets. 
Though beet-and-arugula salads with 
goat cheese have become a Vermont 
menu staple, Cornerstone's version is a 
cut above. The chevre is exceptionally 
creamy and tangy, but it’s the viscous 
maple vinaigrette and toasted pine nuts 
in place of croutons that separate this 
salad from the pack. 

A plate of fish tacos reflected the 
kitchen’s trend of outsized portions, 
with two large tacos for $ 10 . Served in 
special taco holders to prevent spillage, 
the flour tortillas were filled with thick, 
meaty chunks of blackened swordfish. 
Some were moister than others, but 


crisp, mayonnaise-heavy broccoli slaw, 
combined with nature’s mayonnaise 
(slices of avocado), served to alleviate 
any dryness. Stripes of chipotle aioli 
might have seemed excessive if not 
for the pleasant touch of heat they im- 
parted. I also enjoyed dipping my taco in 
a zigzag of garlicky Sriracha sauce, quite 
different from the “rooster" Sriracha 
from Huy Fong Foods that most restau- 

Though our very knowledgeable 
server, Colby, promised us we wouldn’t 
be overwhelmed by all the food we or- 
dered, our mouths hung agape as she 
proffered the BBQ Braised Pork Shank. 
The mighty specimen lay on a bed of 
macaroni and cheese and braised col- 
lard greens in a clay pot big enough to 
hold food for a medium-size family. 

Size would have meant nothing if the 
dish weren’t delicious, but the shank 
was brined for a juicy salinity that pene- 
trated the tender meat all the way down 
to the bone. It compared favorably with 
the best pork shank I’ve ever had, in 
Warsaw, where the skull-sized beast, 
called a golonka, was braised in beer and 
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Our custom cut meats are local and delicious. , 
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honey. Chef LeClair confirmed that both 
were ingredients in his own recipe. 

If the meat of the dish reminded me 
of Poland, the sides were straight from 
the South, with a kiss of Vermont The 
sweetness of the meltingly soft greens 
was slightly overbearing on its own, 
but in trotolle pasta covered in sharp, 
2-year-old Grafton Village cheddar and 
well-cleaned, mild jalapeiios, they found 
a most fortuitous match. 

An ideal balance of sweet and savory 
was also key to the success of the duck 
confit. The cured leg itself was uncom- 
monly flavorful, packing a punch of 
thyme and rosemary. The skin was evenly 
crisped, without the sogginess that often 
mars restaurant duck confits. 

The fowl rested atop a pile of soldier 
beans mixed with crisp bacon prepared 
according to an intensely maple- 
flavored, but not too sweet, recipe from 
McShefFrey and LeClair’s grandmother. 
The effect was of a Vermont play on cas- 
soulet. Big leaves of kale sauteed with 
chopped garlic added a pungent smack 
of flavor to the otherwise mellow dish. 

To-go containers in hand, I still had 
a small patch of internal real estate 
reserved for dessert. Fortunately, the 
sweets at Cornerstone are served in 
small Mason jars for manageable por- 
tions. Unfortunately, there are many 
from which to choose. 

Each day, students in the culinary 
arts program at the Barre Technical 
Center prepare a few different trifles 
for Cornerstone’s diners. Though a 
peanut-butter-and-chocolate trifle 


was tantalizing, I couldn't resist the 
Thin Mint variety. A dense chocolate 
mousse provided the bottom layer for 
a sandwich of moist chocolate-cookie 
crumbs topped with a foamy-light 
mint mousse. 

Like the trifle, jars of ice cream from 
Scout’s Honor were attractively pre- 
sented on J.K. Adams wood boards em- 
blazoned with straight-from-the-farm 
images — a chicken for the trifle, carrots 
for the ice cream. 


The wares of Scout’s Honor, an ice 
cream maker located inside Waitsfield’s 
Sweet Spot, are a prime pick for 
Cornerstone. I sampled a salted-car- 
amel scoop that captured the burnt- 
sugar taste of real caramel in a lus- 
ciously creamy frozen treat. Even better 
was midnight-dark Valrhona chocolate 
laced with three locally grown chiles. 
The peppers tasted fresh, with a slightly 
vegetal shade that climaxed in a slow, 
subtle burn at the back of my throat. 


It was a strong ending to a meal that 
surpassed my high expectations. I’m 
only sorry I couldn’t experience more 
than one meal at Cornerstone before 
writing this review. It meant that I 
missed out on the popular edamame 
burger, the pan-seared diver scallops 
with butternut squash risotto and 
the almost erotic-sounding short-rib 
poutine. 

But I’ll be back. And so will Barre. ® 
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Concurrently, he and 
partners Liz ehrenberg 
and auce james collected 
shares from community 
members to renovate the 
restaurant; supporters 
have three years to spend 
those shares. 

Central to the 
deanery’s mission is 
collaborating with local 
farms: “If they grow 
it, we will cook it,” 
Ehrenberg writes on the 
deanery’s website. So 
far, the kitchen is grab- 
bing meat, veggies and 
grains from sweet tree 
farm in Dummerston and 
Westminster’s harlow 
farm, among others, 
and cheeses from as far 
away as the von trapp 
farmstead in Waitsfield. 

All of that booty 
is woven into the 
deanery’s sample menu, 
with starters ranging 
from a farro and spinach 
salad with fig dressing 
and chevre fritters to 
a “scallop duo” (one 
seared with apple puree, 
the other made into an 
orange-basil ceviche). 
The kitchen gathers 
Vermont cheeses — such 

as JASPER HILL FARM’S 

Bayley Hazen Blue and 
LAZY LADY FARM'S Tomme 
Delay — on a $13 cheese 
platter, and turns out 
entrees such as local 
lamb meatballs over 
pappardelle, sauteed 
skate with fried egg and 
black-pepper gnocchi, 
and Humane Veal Two 
Ways — a strip loin with 

alongside braised veal 
poutine. 

Up the road in 
Bellows Falls, the Miss 
Bellows Falls Diner — 
closed since June — is 
expected to reopen 
this month, according 
to an Associated Press 


report that appeared as 
far away as the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer. 

Last summer, alisha 
and Brian mcallister pur- 
chased the cozy, 80-year- 
old diner, which has been 
on the National Register 
of Historic Places since 
1983. The McAllisters 
already know a thing or 
two about dining — they 

run FATHER'S RESTAURANT in 

nearby Westminster. 

Located at 133 Main 
Street in Putney, the 
Gleanery is open for 
dinner from Friday 
through Sunday. The 
Miss Bellows Falls 
Diner is situated on the 
northern edge of Bellow 
Falls at 90 Rockingham 
Street. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 

LOUGHGATE 

creamery owner 

MARISA MAURO has 

been selected 
by the Vermont Land 
Trust to purchase and 
run Fayston’s bragg farm. 
where she plans to re- 
locate her company and 
produce artisan butter 
from pastured cows. 


Mauro calls the choice 
“the fulfillment of a 
lifelong dream" in an an- 

site. Last year, her Albany 
creamery building was 
destroyed in a fire; for the 
past few months, Mauro 
has managed Waterbury’s 

CORK WINE BAR & MARKET. At 

her new creamery, she 
expects to produce 5000 
pounds of butter per year, 
and several local restau- 
rants have already signed 
up to serve it. 

The VLT purchased 
the 48-acre farm in 
August, put a portion in 
easement and sought to 
sell the rest to a farmer. 
The land trust still needs 
to raise roughly $200,000 
toward the farm's conser- 
vation; those wishing to 

org. 


After three years in busi- 
ness, Northfield’s square 

BISCUIT RESTAURANT has 

closed. A notice on its 
Facebook page attributes 
the closure to “health 
reasons.” The owners 
are still taking orders for 
holiday pies and catering. 
We wish them the best. 
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Together, Better Choices 
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Join us for City Market’s 15th Annual COTS Tree Sale starting 
December 5, 2012. All proceeds benefit The Committee on Temporary Shelter. 
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Open 7 days a week, 7am - 11pm (802) 861-9700 www cityraarket coop 


W rapped in waxy, white paper, 
a round of Lille Coulommiers 
from Vermont Farmstead 
Cheese Company sort of 
resembles a doorstop. Peel back the paper 
and slice into the tangy rind, though, and 
it's clear why the stuff comes in such large 
wheels. Supple, rich and nutty, it’s instantly 
habit forming — and it comes even more 
alive when paired with a local sparkling 
cider such as Woodchuck Hard Cider. 

Besides being delicious together, both 
products are poster children for the rise of 
the Vermont food brand, which made giant 
strides this year. The appeal of Vermont- 


made products shows no sign of peaking — 
especially as it grows to encompass spirits, 

“It's had this strong and solid momen- 
tum for many years, but now, more than 
ever, it's incredibly compelling and ‘sticky,’" 
says Kathy Murphy, the state's chief mar- 
keting officer, of the Vermont brand. “The 
working landscape is the rooted theme for 
all of these products, and as that is lever- 
z aged forward, that truth is resonating.” 
y What Murphy calls the “clean, honest, 
m humble and natural” attributes of the 
g state's food brand are embodied in the pre- 
5 cipitous growth of the 2-year-old Vermont 
§ Farmstead Cheese Company, which pro- 
duces Lille — a soft-ripened cheese that 
has picked up a handful of awards already. 


The milk that goes into Lille doesn't travel 
far; much of it comes directly from the herd 
of Jersey, Holstein and Ayrshire cows that 
graze on the company's 18-acre hillside in 
South Woodstock, repose on temperature- 
controlled water beds and yield nearly 
2400 pounds of milk each day. 

Even that quantity does not satisfy 
demand, which has increased so sharply 
— as it has for all of VFCC’s cheeses — that 
the company regularly trucks in milk from 
other Vermont dairy farms. Just last month, 
VFCC announced that its products would 
begin shipping to 15 other states. 

Like many successful Vermont brands. 


VFCC cheeses have a great story behind 
them. It begins with the banding together 
of a few neighbors in 2009 to save an 18- 
acre water-buffalo farm and prevent it from 
becoming a slaughterhouse. 

“This had been a farm for a long time,” 
says Sharon Huntley, VFCC’s director 
of marketing, explaining why 14 locals 
hustled to form an LLC and raise more 
than a million dollars to buy the property 
from its previous owner. Once they did, a 
“now what?” discussion led to the decision 
to veer away from fluid milk and toward a 
value-added product, cheese. 

As Huntley relates VFCC’s backstory, 
she gazes through a window separating a 
hallway from the brightly lit cheese-mak- 
ing room, where another batch of Lille is 


churning inside a giant, rectangular vat. On 
the other side of the glass, vice president 
of creamery operations and head cheese 
maker Rick Woods darts around in a white 
coat; he eventually emerges through a steel 
door to chat. 

Woods was lured to VFCC after 16 
years of cheddar making at Grafton Village 
Cheese Company, he explains. Ever since 
he took his current job, he notes, “It’s kind 
of been the MO to think out of the box and 
do different things." 

For instance, Lille Coulommiers, which 
is a thicker, more intense cousin of Brie, is 
one of several “underappreciated cheeses" 


that Woods and then-head cheese maker 
Tom Gilbert tapped to help build the VFCC 
brand. 

Woods also developed WindsorDale — 
crumblier and slightly tangier than ched- 
dar — which he adapted from an 1850s 
Wensleydale recipe provided by an English 
colleague. The WindsorDale comes in a 
variety of flavors, including one infused 
with Harpoon Chocolate Stout. There’s 
also BrickHaus Tilsit, a cheese that origi- 
nated with Dutch immigrants in Prussia; 
and a SugarHouse Edam speckled with 
fenugreek. During a visit last year. Gov. 
Peter Shumlin unexpectedly found himself 
helping craft a cheddar, a batch that VFCC 
then aged and dubbed Governor's Cheddar. 

“He thought he was coming here for a 


photo op, and we put him to work,” jokes 
Woods. Governor’s Cheddar recently won 
a bronze medal at the American Cheese 
Society's 2012 awards. 

Bowing to the public’s appetite for 
flavored cheeses. Woods uses berries, ja- 
lapeno peppers and smoke to flavor some 
of his cheeses — which are first aged, then 
double-milled and re-pressed. “They're 
really stellar,” Huntley notes. 

The awards began to arrive early, and 
the company's growth has been faster than 
anyone anticipated. Earlier this year, VFCC 
opened a storage and affinage facility in 
nearby Windsor, in the same industrial 
park as Harpoon Brewery and the new 
distillery American Crafted Spirits. Just 
off Interstate 91, it’s a more visible and ac- 
cessible location than tucked-away South 
Woodstock. 

It was a wise move on the company’s 
part: For food producers hoping to tap the 
ever-increasing demand for Vermont-made 
products, remote locations can be an ob- 
stacle. Or, as Lee Kane puts it, “Quite a few 
people are out in the boonies.” 

Kane is the New England “forager” for 
Whole Foods Market. He’s in charge of a 
team that mines for products to stock all 
the health-food giant's 28 regional stores 
— “38 by next year,” he says. Many of those 
products come from Vermont. 

“I try to get up there as much as I can. 
It’s a state filled with amazing, very pas- 
sionate producers, and it’s a state that is 
not big enough to take care of their needs,” 
Kane says plainly. “A lot of Vermont pro- 
ducers have told us that they’ve tapped out 
the Vermont market as much as they can. 
They need to expand their market in order 
to stay alive and grow their business.” 

After all, 630,000 people — or the frac- 
tion of that population that does the family 
grocery shopping and favors value-added 
products — can only buy so much Lille. Or 


More food after the 
classified section, page 53 
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caramel from goat’s milk Fat Toad (made 
in Brookfield). Or maple cotton candy from 
Westfield’s Jed’s Maple Products, which 
Kane says sells like crazy in Whole Foods. 

“People have this pastoral image in 
their heads of what a Vermont farm looks 
like," Kane adds, “and, by and large, that 
could be an accurate image — pristine, 
clean, organic whenever possible." 

Kane and his team sometimes find 
new products at state-sponsored meet- 
and-greets that he likens to speed-dating 
events: “You spend 8 minutes with each 
vendor; then you move on to a new 
vendor.” This is how Kane discovered Red 
Kite Candy, another young Vermont food 
company that has rapidly expanded into 
other states, primarily via Whole Foods 
Market. “I had my bakery and my spe- 
cialty foods coordinator literally fighting 
over that product for their departments,” 
he says. 

Kane suggests that, in addition to qual- 
ity and flavor, backstory is part and parcel 
of the enduring success of the Vermont 
brand. “More than anything, people are 
looking for natural, unadulterated things 
that have a really distinct, unique and 
wonderful flavor profile," Kane says, “and, 
more than anything, they’re looking for a 
terrific story." 

That combo of stellar product and 
feel-good narrative was also instrumental 
to the recent meteoric rise of Woodchuck 
Cider. In October, the Middlebury cider 
maker, officially named Vermont Hard 
Cider Company, was snapped up by Irish 
giant C&C Group — which makes Magners 
and Bulmers Cider — for the lofty sum of 
$305 million. 

The unsolicited purchase offer came as 
a surprise to Vermont Hard Cider presi- 
dent Bret Williams, who sank everything 
he had into Woodchuck when it was on the 



MORE TIN ANYTHING, 
PEOPLEARE LOOKING FOR 
NATURAL, UNADULTERATED THINGS 
THAT HAVE A REALLY DISTINCT, 
UNIQUE AND WONDERHIL 
MR PROFILE, AND... 

THEY'RE LOOKING FOR 
ATERRIFIC STORY. 

LEE KANE. 

WHOLE FOODS 

verge of failing in 2003. “I never thought 
I’d sell the company," Williams says. “We 
never tried to get bigger; we just focused 
every day on trying to get better. As a 
result, we started to grow.” 

Though Woodchuck bottles three mil- 
lion cases of cider each year, the company 
still has trouble keeping up with demand, 
and last spring it launched a multimiliion- 
dollar expansion to add a visitor center and 
increase production fivefold. Then the deal 
appeared. 

While Williams chalks up the com- 
pany’s success to luck as well as to the 
growing number of cider drinkers, the 
Vermont mythos has a bit to do with 
it, too; after all, Vermont apple juice 
makes it into every bottle. “We’ve tried 
to model the brand and the company 
the same way we view Vermont as a 
whole: good people doing good things," 
Williams says. 

That message was so powerful that it 
traveled across the pond. “When we taste 
their cider, we recognize the same simple 



principles that we are using — local farms, 
straightforward fermenting and no addi- 
tives,” says Joris Brams, C&C’s managing 
director of the international division. 
“Though I think we fell in love through 
taste rather than something else first, 
Vermont represents a very peaceful life, a 
green attitude, sustainability — completely 
in line with what our brand stands for,” he 
continues. “It’s a simple story: local apples, 
sustainable and green.” 

C&C is not interested in changing a 
thing about Woodchuck, Brams says — not 
formulas, not employees and certainly not 
plans for new products, such as a cider 
aged in bourbon barrels. 

At the Vermont Farmstead Cheese 
Company, new cheeses are under devel- 
opment, too, as are strategic partnerships 
with other Vermont producers; last week, 
for instance, the company announced that 
it had acquired Castleton Crackers. 

VFCC is committed to spreading the 
gospel that cheese production can help 

dustry and revive the working landscape. 
The company funds scholarships at area 
colleges for aspiring young dairy farm- 
ers with plans to create value-added 

“We think that fluid milk is not a way 
for people to make a living anymore," mar- 
keting director Huntley says. "We want to 
show young farmers that [cheese making] 
can be profitable and to show that there is a 
business to be had in dairy farming.” 

“To see the number of Vermont dairy 
farms decline has been heartbreaking," 
adds cheese maker Woods, who grew up 
in Cavendish. During his lifetime, the dairy 
farms in his hometown have completely 
disappeared. “If people know that Vermont 
has amazing artisanal cheese," he says, “we 
all benefit.” © 
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Moving in a New Direction 



Sean Clute and Pauline Jennings have big ideas — and the ability to 
execute them. The pair cofounded the multimedia performance Double 
Vision in 2003 and have since produced a series of shows that use 
video, sound and dance to redefine the physical space in which they 
occur. An MFA in electronic music and recording media and an esteemed 
professional career inform Clute's work. His experimental yet structured 
soundtracks complement Jennings' internationally recognized 
choreography, in which she explores and questions our rapidly changing 
society. In the interactive Luna Eclose, audiences cast shadows with their 
bodies and place instructive signs on dancers, dictating their movement. 


DOUBLE VISION: LUNA ECLOSE 

Friday. December 14. 8 p.m, at Haybarn Theatre. Goddard College, in Plainfield. $10. 
Info, 454-8311. double-vision.org 



In Harmony 

James Nelson and Daryl Simpson hail from Northern Ireland, while 
Matthew Gilsenan grew up In the southern part of the island. 
Historically, their union was unlikely to occur. Today, however, the 
members of the Celtic Tenors represent change and growth — in 
both the ethos of their homeland and its music. Credited as the first 
crossover tenor act, the classically trained singers bring skill and style 
to the stage. Nelson's operatic pipes seamlessly blend with Simpson's 
high notes and Gilsenan's pop approach. The group performs a mix of 
seasonal, spiritual songs and other songs in a special holiday concert 
called "Winter Fire and Snow." 


) CALENDAR EVENTS IN SEVEN DAYS: 

LISTINGS AND SPOTLIGHTS ARE WRITTEN BY CAROLYN FOX AND COURTNEY COPP. SEVEN 
DAYS EDITS FOR SPACE AND STYLE, DEPENDING ON COST AND OTHER FACTORS. CLASSES AND 
WORKSHOPS MAY BE LISTED IN EITHER THE CALENDAR OR THE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN 
APPROPRIATE, CLASS ORGANIZERS MAY BE ASKED TO PURCHASE A CLASS LISTING. 


CELTIC TENORS 

Friday. December 14. 7 p.m., at North Congregational Church in St. Johnsbury. 
$16-44. Info. 748-2600. catamountarts.org 



Keeping It Local 

Putting a spin on a classic ballet. Moving Light Dance Company 
presents The Green Mountain Nutcracker, now in Its sixth year. 
Company founder Christine Harris directs the production with 
Vermont native Avi Waring and Willow Wonder, who, like Harris, 
relocated to the state from New York City. All accomplished dancers, 
the trio's life experiences inform the story unfolding on stage. 
Swapping the Victorian parlor for an old farmhouse and formality 
for tie-dye, a party begins. Audiences follow young Marie through 
a journey marked by a mysterious godfather, her adoration of a 
Nutcracker and the Maple Sugar Fairy, 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN NUTCRACKER' 

Saturday, December 1 5, 6 p.m. and Sunday. December 16, 2 p.m.. at Barre 
Opera House. $12-26. Info, 476-8188. barreoperahouse.org 






David Syrotiak has been living and breathing puppetry since founding the award-winning National Marionette Theatre in 1967. He passed the art form 
to his two sons, David Jr. and Peter, the family travels 45,000 miles each year, bringing its fully self-contained theater production to audiences across 
the country. Adaptations of popular tales include Peter Pan, Rip Van Winkle and Beauty and the Beast, for which the company earned a 2004 Union 
Internationale de la Marionette Citation of Excellence. Its latest production, Peter and the Wolf, employs composer Sergei Prokofiev's orchestral score 
and stunning scenery to portray the boy and his animal friends. 
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time. Bent Northrop Memorial Library. Fairfield. 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 
highgate STORY HOUR: Gigglers and wigglers 
listen to age-appropriate lit. Highgate Public 
Library. 11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 868-3970. 

HOLIDAY TALES WITH LINDA COSTELLO: Kids in 
grades 1 to 5 listen to stories about Christmas. 

Brownell Library, Essex Junction. 3:30-4 p.m. 
Free. Info, 878-6956. 

MAY'S WORLD MUSIC & MOVEMENT: Energetic 
children lace up their dancing shoes for a 
fun class with May Poduschnick. Ilsley Public 
Library, Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 
388-4097. 

MONTGOMERY STORY HOUR: Good listen- 
ers are rewarded with an earful of tales and a 
mouthful of snacks. Montgomery Town Library. 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

MOVING a GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: 

TWo- to 5-year-olds jam out to rock-and-roll 
and world-beat tunes. Fletcher Free Library. 
Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 
MUSIC WITH MR. CHRIS: Rug rats raise their 
voices to original and traditional sing-alongs 
with local musician Chris Dorman. Buttered 
Noodles, Williston, 10 a.m. Free. Info. 497-7217. 
PAJAMA STORY TIME: Evening tales send kid- 
dos off to bed. Berkshire Elementary School. 6-7 
p.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 


ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: Creative activities 
and storytelling engage young minds. Ness 
Family Center, SL Albans. 9-10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
527-5426. 

STORY TIME a PLAYGROUP: Read-aloud tales 
pave the way for themed art nature and cook- 
ing projects. Jaquith Public Library. Marshfield, 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 426-3581. jaquithpubli- 
clibraryHPgmail.com. 

STORY TIME FOR 3- TO S- YEAR-OLDS: 
Preschoolers stretch their reading skills through 
activities involving puppets and picture books. 
Brownell Library, Essex Junction, 10-10:45 a.m. 
Free. Info. 878-6956. 

STORY TIME WITH MRS. CLAUS: Little ones 
don their PJs to enjoy cookies and milk while 
Santa's wife reads holiday favorites. JCPenney 
Court University Mall. South Burlington, 6:30-7 
p.m. Free: suggested donation of gently used 
winter outerwear. Info. 863-1066. ext. 11. 

YOUTH MEDIA LAB: Aspiring Spielbergs learn 
about movie making with local television 
experts. Ilsley Public Library. Middlebury. 3:30- 
4:30 p-m. Free: preregister. Info, 388-4097. 

language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Paris Italiano ? 
A native speaker leads language practice for all 
ages and abilities. Room 101. St. Edmund's Hall, 
St. Michael’s College, Colchester. 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 899-3869. 
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JOHNSON STATE COLLEGE ENSEMBLES: 

students, faculty, staff and community musi- 
cians combine talents for an evening of music 
that explores jazz, percussion, funk and guitar. 
Oibden Center for the Arts, Johnson State 
College, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 635-1476. 

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE: 

Catherine Ott conducts a program of music by 
Richard Rodgers. Richard Wagner and Robert 
Russell Bennett as well as holiday favorites. 
Concert Hall, Mahaney Center for the Arts, 
Middlebury college. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 443-3168 . 
'ROCKET SHOP' LIVE: Jazz vocalist Jen Crowell 
and rock band Vedora take the stage at a 
monthly concert series hosted by MC Matt 
Gadouas. Proceeds help support Big Heavy 
World. Main Street Landing Performing Arts 
Center. Burlington, singer-songwriter Steve 
Hartmann moderates a free musicians' panel 
discussion at 7 p.m.: concert. 8 p.m. $5 sug- 
gested donation. Info, jim@bigheavyworld.com. 
SONG CIRCLE: COMMUNITY SING-ALONG WITH 
RICH & LAURA ATKINSON: This experienced 
pair of musical leaders accompanies partici- 
pants' voices with a variety of instruments. No 
experience necessary. Jaquith Public Library, 
Marshfield. 6:45 p.m. Free. Info. 426-3581. 

seminars 

KEYS TO CREDIT: Money-unwise? Learn the ba- 
sics of the important, but often confusing, world 
of credit, including how it is established and 
improved. Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Burlington, 6-8 p.m. Free. Info, 
860-1417, ext. 114. 

SPEND SMART SERIES: This practical in- 
troduction to money management focuses 
on individual and personalized financial 
goals. Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Burlington. 10 a.m.-noon. Free. 

Info, 860-1417, ext. 114. 

TAROT FUN a GAMES: Participants learn how to 
use these cards and the various ways to explore 
their meaning. October Tea Room. Burlington, 7 
p.m. Free. Info. 651-1054. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TABLE TENNIS CLUB: Ping- 
pong players swing their paddles in singles 
and doubles matches. Knights of Columbus, 
Rutland. 7-10 p.m. Free for first two sessions: 
$30 annual membership. Info. 247-5913. 

talks 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL a HEALTH 

sciences SPEAKER SERIES: Jim Ryan, water- 
shed coordinator for the Vermont Department 
of Environmental Conservation, discusses the 
impacts of Tropical Storm Irene and models 
for future planning. Room 206. Bentley Hall, 
Johnson State College, 4 p.m. Free. Info. 635- 
1327, leslie.kanat@jsc.edu. 

ERIC HYNES: The Vermont native, who leads 
birding tours worldwide, presents ‘Australia: 

The Island Continent,’ about the country's 
avian species and other wildlife. Richmond Free 
Library. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 863-2436. 

PETER BANE: The author of 7he Permaculture 
Handbook discusses ideas for rethinking 
community land use. as well as the practice of 
‘garden farming.' Unitarian Church. Montpelier. 
7-9 p.m. $3-5. Info, 999-2768. 

theater 

'PETER PAN': Broadway performers join local 
children in Northern stage's production about 
an unforgettable trip to Never Never Land. 
Briggs Opera House. White River Junction. 7:30 
p.m. $31-70. Info. 296-7000. 
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Green Mountain 
Nutcracker 




Coffee makes 
a great gift! 


Mocha Jaua & YemeTi Mocca 
are here! 



412 PINE ST. BUBLIHETOH 
658-6016 


words 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: FARMS & 
GARDENS: Readers rehash their impressions 
of Jane Brox's Here and Nowhere Else: Late 
Seasons of a Farm and Its Family as part of 
a series about tending and growing. Brooks 
Memorial Library, Brattleboro, 7 p.m. Free. Info, 
254-5290, ext. 101. 

BOOK DISCUSSION: WOMEN'S LITERATURE: 

Edwidge Danticat's Breath, Eyes, Memory cel- 
ebrates the foreign-bom author's dual heritage. 
South Burlington Community Library. 6:30 p.m. 
Info. 652-7076. 

BURLINGTON WRITERS WORKSHOP MEETING: 

Members read and respond to the poetry and 
prose of fellow wordsmiths. Participants must 
join the group to have their work reviewed. 
Preregister at meetup.com. Levity. Burlington, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Free, Info. 383-8104. 


THU. 13 

bazaars 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIOUE: See WE0.12. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. 

community 

KEEP OUR TELECOM LOCAL: A local group hop- 
ing to form a member cooperative to acquire 
Burlington Telecom presents its yearlong 
planning and research results. Edmunds School 
Gymnasium. Burlington. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 735- 
6271. amatson@gmail.com . 

WOMEN'S CRAFT GROUP: Inventive females 
work on artful projects at a biweekly meet- 
up. Essex Alliance Church. 7-9 p.m. Free. Info. 



games 

CHESS GROUP: Novice and expert players 
compete against humans, not computers. Faith 
United Methodist church, south Burlington, 
7:30 p.m. $2. Info, 324-1143. 

health & fitness 

Representatives from the Nutritional Therapy 
Wellness Center of Vermont present healthy 
eating habits for parents and kids alike. Fairfax 
Community Library. 6-8 p.m. Free. info. 849- 
2420. knorwood@fwsu.org. 

holidays 

CCTV holiday PARTY: Community members 
celebrate the holiday season with sweet treats 
and live TV. Channel 17 Studios. Burlington. 5-7 
p.m. Free. Info, 862-1645. ext 19. kathleen@cctv. 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: More than 50 
juried New England artists join specialty- 
food producers to offer unique holiday gifts. 
Chandler Music Hall, Randolph, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free. Info. 728-9878. 

HOT CHOCOLATE HUT: Folks take a break from 
A Very Merry Middlebury festivities to grab a 
cup of this cold-weather comfort drink. Cannon 
Park, Middlebury, 5-8 p.m. 25 cents per cup. 



Blackmore, who reads 
from her children's 
book. How Does Sleep 
Come? Barnes & Noble. 

South Burlington 
concert at 11:45 a.m.: 
reading at 1 p.m. Free; 
a percentage of daylong 
store purchases ben- 
efit St. Mary’s School. Infi 
864-8001. 

food & drink 

FILL THE BOWL DINNER & SILENT AUCTION: 

Community members share a meal of soup and 
bread from local restaurants and bakeries, then franklin story hour: Lovers of the writ- 

bid on locally made pottery. Proceeds benefit ten word perk up for read-aloud tales and 
Hunger Free Vermont, Integrated Arts Academy. 


adventures with lyrics. Haston Library. Franklin. 
10-10:45 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

MIDDLEBURY PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: 

Little learners master early-literacy skills 
through tales, rhymes and songs. Ilsley Public 
Library, Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 
388-4369. 

MONTGOMERY INFANT/TODDLER PLAYGROUP: 

Infants to 2-year-olds idle away the hours with 
stories and songs. Montgomery Town Library, 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 
5 bust out song and dance moves to traditional 
and original folk music. Dorothy Ailing Memorial 
Library. Williston. 10:30 a.m. Free; limit one ses- 
sion per week per family. Info. 878-4918. 

music 

ADVENT CONCERT SERIES: Using harp and 
voice, Mary Frances Stafford brings seasonal 
and Celtic music to this lunchtime performance. 
First Baptist Church. Burlington, 12:15-12:45 p.m. 
Free: bring a bag lunch. Info, 864-6515. 

JONATHAN LORENTZ TRIO FEATURING JOHN 
LOCKWOOD & DAVID 'SCORCH' CALARCO: The 

acclaimed saxophonist joins a bassist and 
drummer, respectively, to blend modern jazz 
with blues, rock and avant-garde. Brandon 
Music cafe, 7:30 p.m. $15: $30 includes dinner 
package: BYOB. Info. 465-4071. info@brandon- 

semitiars 

SPEND SMART SERIES: See WED.12, 6-8 p.m. 

sport 

ESSENTIAL ROPE RESCUE SKILLS: Lead 

instructor Steve Charest shares key climbing 
maneuvers and various techniques for getting 
out of tricky and potentially dangerous situa- 
tions. Petra Cliffs. Burlington. 6-9 p.m. $15: free 
for Petra Cliffs prepaid and EFT members. Info. 
657-3872. 

talks 

COST OF WAR SPEAKER & FILM SERIES: The 

Peace & Justice Center presents Keen State 
College professor Mark Timney. whose keynote 
lecture explores war news coverage since the 
Civil War. Burlington City Hall. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 863-2345. ext. 8. 

theater 

'PETER PAN': See WED.12. 7:30 p.m. 

'THE CHRISTMAS REVELS’: Irish emigres on 
the ship Gfenna Troy create a memorable 
holiday at sea featuring a live ceilidh band and 
dancer /choreographer Kieran Jordan. Spaulding 
Auditorium. Hopkins Center, Dartmouth college, 
Hanover, N.H.. 7 p.m. $10-38: $8 children’s tick- 
ets on December 13 only. Info. 603-646-2422. 
'THE HEILEN CURSE': Addison Repertory 
Theater presents an original drama about the 
human spirit written by the programs' acting 
students. Hannafbrd Career Center. Middlebury. 
7:30 p.m, $7-10: for kids 12 and older. Info. 
382-1036. 

TWO FOR CHRISTMAS': Vermont playwright 
David Budbill's modern alternative to A 
Christmas carol features two one-act plays set 
500 years apart. Flynnspace. Burlington, 7:30 
p.m. $16-20: for ages 6 and up. Info, 863-5966. 

words 

ARCHER MAYOR: The popular Vermont author 
of the New York Times best-selling Joe Gunther 
mystery series signs and discusses his newest 
book. Paradise City. Howard Dean Education 
Center. Springfield. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
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Small Dog 

Electronics 

Alt Vjou.r 'Side 



EfMac 
S AppleCare 
S Hard Drive 


S 


FREE GIFT! 


100 Dorset Street 
S. Burlington, VT 05403 
802.862.1316 


0 

• Apple 

Specialist 


Purchase all three products 
and get your choice of: 

» Chill Pill Mobile Speakers 
» $25 Small Dog Gift Card 
» Free 30 min in-store lesson 




Smalldog.com 


Give the gift of Dunkin' 



The Gift That 
Keeps on Brewin' 


«sr 




Visit your locally owned Burlington 
Dunkin' Donuts for great gift-giving ideas! 






Watch something LOCAL this week. 


calendar 
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LIVE AT MAIN STREET 
LANDING 

,WE01g/ia --8 PM 


COME TO 
THE PARTY! 

Q+17SIUDC61HJ 18/13 >5-7 FM 


GET MORE INFO OR WATCH ONLINE AT 
VERMONT CAM.ORG • RETN.ORG 


GIVE BOOKS 



BOOKSHOP 

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE 
SINCE 1995 


14 CHURCH ST • BURUNGTON.VT 
CROWBOOKS.COM • (802) 862-0848 



Holiday Special 

1 large 1 -topping pizza, 

6 boneless wings, 

1 apple & 1 cherry turnover, 
and a 2 liter coke product 

$19-99 


Prebook Your 
Holiday Catering 
Today! 

x From , 

family feasts 

corporate parties. 
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bert dodson a willem LANG: The Vermont 
storytellers discuss their latest collaboration, 
White-Footed Mouse, an illustrated parable 
about lessons learned from nature. Bradford 
Public Library. 6 p.m. Free. Info. 222-4536. 


FRI.14 

art 

HOLIDAY ART SHOW: As part of the SEABA 
Holiday sHop. Jen Kristel Studio showcases 
handcrafted monoprints, lampshades, note- 
cards and more. JourneyWorks. Burlington. 5-8 
p.m. Free. Info. 860-6203. jkristel61®hotmail. 

bazaars 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIOUE: See WED.12, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. 

comedy 

VERMONT COMEDY RELIEF TOUR: Tim 

Kavanagh hosts an evening of laughs featur- 
ing headliner Nathan Brady Crain along with 
Carmen Lagala and Mike Thomas to benefit the 
American Red Cross' Hurricane Sandy disaster 
relief effort. Colchester High School. 7:30 p.m. 
$10 suggested donation; adult content Info, 
264-5799 . 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 
and couples of all experience levels take a twirl. 
Jazzercize Studio, Williston, lesson 7-8 p.m.; 
open dancing 8-10 p.m. $14. Info. 862-2269. 
DANCE OPEN HOUSE: See WED.12, 3:4S-8:30 

DOUBLE VISION DANCE COMPANY: The inter- 
media performance group presents Luna Eclose, 
a large-scale, interactive installation in which 
audience members share space with dancers. 
Haybarn Theatre, Goddard College, Plainfield, 8 
p.m. $10. Info. 454-8311. 

OUEEN CITY CONTRA DANCE: Red Hot Contra 
Band dole out live tunes as Will Mentor calls the 
steps. Edmunds School Gymnasium, Burlington, 

8- 11 p.m. Beginners session at 7:45 p.m. $8; free 
for kids under 12. Info, 371-9492 or 343-7165. 
OUEEN CITY TANGO MILONGA: No partner is 
required for welcoming the weekend in the 
Argentine tradition. Wear clean, soft-soled 
shoes. North End Studio 8. Burlington. 7-10 p.m. 
$7. Info. 658-5225. 

food & drink 

BRIGHT EYES BAKERY: Ashleigh Collins pres- 
ents different varieties of cupcakes, including 
vegan and gluten-free, from her Burlington- 
based business, sweet Clover Market, Essex, 3-6 
p.m. Free. Info. 872-8288. 

HOT-COCOA TASTING: Community members 
gather at this small-batch food producer to 
sip a cold-weather comfort drink made with 
Ecuadorian dark chocolate. Nutty Steph's. 
Middlesex. 5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 229-2090. 

health & fitness 

AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED STABILITY: A 

personal trainer demonstrates daily practices 
for seniors concerned about their balance. Pines 
Senior Living Community, south Burlington. 10 

FORZA: THE SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: 

Folks channel their inner warrior in an intense 
fitness class. North End Studio A, Burlington, 

9- 10 a.m. $8-10. Info. 578-9243. 
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NEW YEAR - NEW CAREER: 
REGISTER NOW 


START THE NEW YEAR ON THE PATH TO A NEW CAREER 
ENROLL IN AN ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE PROGRAM 


WHEN YOU'RE 
EXPECTING A BABY, 

insist on experienced, supportive, personalized care. 


When you’re expecting a new baby or planning a pregnancy, 
you need skilled, comprehensive care. The area’s longest- 
established obstetrics team, we offer complete services, from 
preconception care to delivery. And we customize your care 
to your needs and preferences, including natural childbirth, 
water birth and alternatives to drugs and epidural Our 
obstetricians also actively support you throughout your 
labor, not just the delivery, and only intervene when it’s 
absolutely necessary. For the compassionate, individualized 
care you and your baby deserve, call us today 

Caring, convenient & affordable 

• Experienced, board-certified specialists 

• Caring, dedicated physicians & staff • Flexible scheduling 

• Most insurance accepted & filed • Convenient location 


G/tamfi 

/OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 55 Main Street, Suite 3 

Experienced, comprehensiw & compassionate care that puts you first Essex Junction 


DEPOT 


HOME* CARDEN 


Tony's Tack Sho| 


m 


Call (802) 879-1802 orvisitwww.ChamplainObGyn.com 


Vm dreaming... of a Depot 
Home 8 (garden Cknstmasl 


Wc have a full-line 
of pet food and 
supplies for all 
your furry friends 
including pet toys, 
treats, blankets and 
premium food. 
We also carry 
Muck boots, hat and 
gloves, which make 
great gifts for your 
human friends! 


2 Great Stores, 1 Convenient Location! 36 Park street, Essex Junction 
878-8596 • Mon-Sat 9-5:30 • Sun 10-3 • DepotHomcAndGarden.com • TonysTack.com 


SEE MORE DEALS @ lennyshoe.com Williston | St. Albans | Barre 


Holiday Decorating Ideas-. 

Wreaths • Poinsettias • Amaryllis • Paper White Bulbs 
Christmas Cactus • Norfolk Island Pine • Miniature Cyclamen 


m 


GH/TEC 

Yf 
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Burlington 

HistoryTours 

Soiashing for Locals & Visitors Alike! 

Daily Tours 

in the Comfort 
of a Customized Van 


Holiday Gift Certificates 
Available for $35 


wmv.BurUngtoDHlstoryioun.eom 
BurlHistoryrours@aol.oom 
^ 808.863.9138 



HOSPITAL 


Holiday Gifts that 
Embrace the Season 


Join us this Saturday Dec 15 lh 
for an Artist Demonstration 
by Jeremy Ayers 11AM - 2PM 


FROG HOLLOW 


85 Church Street. Burlington. 802-863-6458 
www.froghollow.org 
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literature and personal stories. ECHO Lake 
Aquarium and Science Center/Leahy Center 
for Lake Champlain. Burlington. 11 a.m. Regular 
admission. $9-50-12.50: free for kids ages 2 and 
under. Info. 877-324-6386. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 
squeeze in quality time over imaginative play 
and snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
Swanton. 10-11:30 am Free. Info. 527-5426. 

music 

CELTIC TENORS: This acclaimed trio performs 
a mix of spiritual favorites, as well as classi- 
cal. Irish and American songs, in "Winter Fire 
and Snow." See calendar spotlight. North 
Congregational Church. St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m. 
$16-38. Info. 748-2600. 


INTERNATIONAL BOUTIQUE: See WED.12. 10 

SAMPLINGS OF VERMONT'S BEST: Artisans 
and food producers demonstrate and sell their 
crafts or offer tastings. Vermont Artisans Craft 
Gallery, Burlington Town Center. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Info. 863-4600. 

community 

WILLOWELL foundation BENEFIT: BandAnna 
provide dancing tunes at this annual fundraiser 
and silent auction for Addison County arts and 
environmental-education programs. Vergennes 
Opera House. 7-11 p.m. $10-15; cash bar. Info, 



'PETER PAN': See WED.12. 7:30 p.m. 

'THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER': The 

Valley Players' Morgan Wing stars as Beth 
Bradley, who, along with the rest of her family, 
must cast the horrid Herdman children in their 
church's holiday pageant. Valley Players Theater, 
Waitsfield, 6 p.m. $8-10. Info. 583-1674. 

'THE CHRISTMAS REVELS': See THU.13, 7 p.m. 
THE FLYING NUT: A DARK ft STORMY NIGHT': 
New England Center for Circus Arts bends and 
twists the classic Nutcracker tale into a quirky 
fantasy about magical gifts and mysterious 
lands. Cotton Mill Main Studio. Brattleboro, 7 
p.m. $8-12: online tickets only at necenterforcir- 
cusarts.org. Info. 254-9780. 

'THE HEILEN CURSE': See THU.13. 7:30 p.m. 
'TWO FOR CHRISTMAS': See THU.13. 7:30 p.m. 

SAT.15 


dance 

DANCE OPEN HOUSE: See WED.12. 9 a,m.-l p.m. 
DANCE OF THE GODDESS. DANCE OF LIGHT: 
Myndy Kinzieand Spyralhead Lady lead partici- 
pants in creative movement that incorporates 
spiritual practice. Congregational Church. 
Charlotte. 10-11:30 a.m. $13 or trade/sliding 
scale. Info. 846-7576. 

'GREEN MOUNTAIN NUTCRACKER': Moving 
Light Dance Company puts a local twist on this 
holiday classic — with a Vermont farmhouse 
and Maple Sugar Fairy taking center stage. See 
calendar spotlight. Barre Opera House, 6 p.m. 
$12-26. Info. 476-8188. 

VERMONT’S OWN 'NUTCRACKER': Samuel 
Wilson of the Dance Theatre of Harlem joins the 
Vermont Ballet Theater to portray the fantasti- 
cal world within a young girl's Christmas Eve 
dream. Flynn Mainstage, Burlington, 2 p.m. & 7 
p.rn. $21-33. Info. 863-5966. 


art 

HOLIDAY ART SHOW: See FRI.14, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 


etc. 

silent AUCTION: Attendees bid on artwork 
and sample fare from Marco's Pizza and Grill 
at this benefit for community service projects 


and program awareness, Maltex Building, 
Burlington. 4-6 p.m. Free. Info, 598-2692. 

film 

'TOWN OF RUNNERS': Jerry Rothwell's docu- 
mentary follows three young runners from the 
rural Ethiopian town of Bekoji, known for pro- 
ducing Olympic and world champions. Billings 
Farm & Museum. Woodstock. 3 p.m. $5-11. Info. 
457-2355. splumpttbillingsfarm.org . 

food & drink 

BURLINGTON WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 

Farmers, artisans and producers offer fresh and 
prepared foods, crafts and more in a bustling 
indoor marketplace with live music, lunch seat- 
ing and face painting. Memorial Auditorium. 
Burlington. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, 310-5172. 
infottburlingtonfarmersmarket.org. 

CALEDONIA WINTER FARMERS MARKET. 

Freshly baked goods, veggies, beef and 
maple syrup figure prominently in displays 
of 'shop local" options. Welcome Center. 

St Johnsbury. 10 a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 

CAPITAL CITY WINTER FARMERS 
MARKET: Root veggies, honey, 
maple syrup and more change 
handsatan off-season celebra- 
tion of locally grown food. 
Gymnasium. Vermont College 
of Fine Arts. Montpelier. 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 223- 
2958. managerttmontpelier- 
farmersmarket.com. 
CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS 
' WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 

Baked items, preserves, meats 
and eggs sustain shoppers in 
^ search of local goods. South 
Hero Congregational Church. 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 372-3291. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE WALK: 

Attendees fill a box or bag with 
L sweet treats at this benefit for the 

Congregational Church Ladies Benevolent 
Society. Congregational Church. Hartland. 10 
a.m.-l p.m. cost of food. Info. 457-2674. 

FOOD SACRED & YUMMY: Ishana Ingerman 
introduces foodies to Sally Fallon's unique 
cookbook. Nourishing Traditions, providing both 
information and samples to taste. October Tea 
Room, Burlington. 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Donations. 
Info. 651-1054. 

HINESBURG INDOORS FARMERS MARKET: 

Growers sell bunched greens, pickles and 
pasture-raised chicken among vendors of cup- 
cakes. crafts and pottery. Hinesburg Town Hall. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, 482-3848. 

HOLIDAY WINE TOUR: cheers! Six Clinton 
County winery and cider establishments offer 
participants tastes of their products. Various 
locations. Plattsburgh, N.Y.. noon-5 p.m. $10; 
contact S18-564-0064 for specific locations. 


Crafts, cheeses, breads, veggies and more 
vie for spots in shoppers' totes. Mary Hogan 
Elementary School, Middlebury, 9:30 a.m.-l p.m. 
Free. Info. 247-4699. gildrienfarmttgmail.com. 
PITTSFORD WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Area 
vendors move indoors, bringing with them a 
variety of local food, preserves, maple products, 
artwork, jewelry and crafts. Lothrop Elementary 
School Gym, Pittsford. 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 
Info, 483-2218. 

holidays 

THE season': Folk singer Patti Casey joins 
theatrical storytellers Mark Nash and Kathryn 
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VT is Hiring! 



100 

JOBS 



Find a new job 
in the classifieds 
section and online at 

sevendaysvt.com/jobs 




Order now for the holidays. 

Duck, goose, turkey, lamb, pork, crown roasts, tenderloin roasts, rib roasts, 
plus a variety of seafood, including lobster and shrimp. 

Call our meat department at 985-8520. 

[Please share the bounty.] 



M-Sa 8-8 / Su 8-7 / Shelburne Village / 985-8520 / shelburnesupermarket.com 



SPRING TERM 


EDUCATION 

• Concentrations in: 
Reading, Curriculum, 

Arts, Special Education, 
School Leadership 

• Teacher Licensure 

• Teacher Endorsements 


TEACHING ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF 
OTHER LANGUAGES (TESOL) 

• MATESOL 

• MATESOL plus PreK-12 Licensure 

• MATESOL plus PreK-12 Endorsement 

• Peace Corps Master’s International 

• Graduate Certificate 


CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Full or Part-time program for degree students. 

Applications for the summer and fall are now being accepted. 


LeAtriA Hi ore! 

□ 802.654.2100 
Q smcvt.edu/graduate 


Saint Michael’s 


' College rs 









DO YOUR OFFICE TONER COSTS 
HAVE YOU SEEING RED? 

From government offices to tattoo shops... 
we save them all some green. 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

FREE DELIVERY 

100% GUARANTEE 

Vermont Toner Recharge, Inc. 

400 Avenue D, Suite 30, Williston 
864-7637 • vermonttonerrecharge.com 


POPUUB DEMAND- 

— i iub have opened 


We have opi 

classrooms 


OLDS & 4 

Fitness and lun in I year OLDS I 

\(WC -X) 

that promotes wiiness 

and healthy ' Nin9 ' mina tennis. 

_ Activities '' n< J u ^^ mo vement. 


JEN CROWELL 


5UFRORT LOCRL mUSIC! 

One Wednesday a month November through April, a Vermont-based singer 
songwriter and a band, will perform in the family-friendly Black Box Theater 
at the Main Street Landing Performing Arts Center located 
on the corner of College Street and Lake Street in Burlington. 

The concerts will be broadcast live on the radio by WZXP 97.9 
and 105.9FM 'The Radiator'; televised live by RETN; and streamed online 
with video at bigheavyworld.com. 

For more information, visit mainstreetlanding.com or bigheavyworld.com. 

'Rocket Shop' is Big Heavy World's local music radio hour, every Wednesday night at 8pm on 105. 9FM The Radiator. 


-A M & 

MNANCE 


A 


mmzp* SEVEN DAYS Si 


more information and scheduling, leave your nar 
phone number, and a good time to call back. 

0 n* Call 656-0013 or 

IMVERSITY fax 656-0881 or email 
"! VERMONT VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


Citizens Bank 


EDGE 


£ 


Essex 879-7734 ext. 131 alexandrad@edgevt.com 


OUR COMMUNITY IS PART 
OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY. 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE FOR DENGUE FEVER. 

Outpatient Clinical Research 

VACCINE STUDY 


A 1 -year study with two 
doses of vaccine or 

Up to S21 20 compensation 


Healthy Adults 
Ages 18-50 
Screening visit, dosing 
visit and follow-up visits 
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CUT YOUR GAS 
COSTS IN HALF 
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CONNECTINGCOMMUTERS.ORG 
800-685-RIDE 



VERMONT 


CARP00L MATCHING • BUS ROUTES • VANP00LS 
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required. Refreshments served during break. 
Ohavi Zedek Synagogue. Burlington. 7:25-9:30 
p.m. $2: free first session. Info. 864-0218. ext 

TARA MANDALA DANCE CIRCLE: Vermonters 
move in praise of the divine feminine spirit. 
Plainfield Community Center. 3-5 p.m. 
Donations accepted. Info. 454-1461. 

VERMONT'S OWN 'NUTCRACKER': See SAT.15. 1 

film 

CHANDLER FILM SOCIETY: Vertigo stars James 
Stewart as a retired detective suffering from 
an irrational fear of heights and a perplexing 
investigation. Chandler Gallery, Randolph. 7 

р. m. $9- Info, 431-0204 . outreach®chandler- 

foocl& drink 

PIES NOT PIPELINES: Attendees satisfy a 
sweet tooth or two and hear presentations 
from 350 VT and Rising Tide VT on local and 
international fossil-fuel resistance. Plainfield 
Community Center. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. $5-10 sug- 
gested donation. Info, 454-1979. 

health & fitness 

NIA CLASS: Se WED.12. South End Studio. 
Burlington, 9-10 a.m. 

holidays 

A VERMONT HOLIDAY: SONGS & STORIES OF 
THE SEASON': See SAT.15. 5 p.m. 

'CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD': Local 
choirs perform carols before a pageant depict- 
ing different cultural traditions. Proceeds 
benefit Hurricane Sandy victims. St. Bridget's 
Catholic Church. West Rutland, 2 p.m. 
Donations. Info. 438-2490. 

CHRISTMAS ATTHE FARM: See SAT.15, 10 a.m.- 

the season! Folks gather to meet Montgomery 
Adventures' dogsled team and peruse titles in 
a book mobile, followed by a tree lighting and 
caroling. Grand Ave. Swanton. 1-6 p.m. Free. 

Info. 782-3795. 

CLASSIC COUNTRY band: The six-piece group 
performs festive oldies at a Christmas dance 
with refreshments, raffles and prizes. Eagles 
club, Milton. 1-5 p.m. $6. Info. 872-5732. 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Rufus 

с. Patrick directs the south county chorus, 
Hinesburg Artist Series Orchestra and special 
guests Sarah Cullins. Daniel Gavaria and 
Thomas Cannizzaro in traditional and contem- 
porary holiday songs. SL Jude Catholic Church. 
Hinesburg. 4:30 pjn. Donations and nonperish- 
able food items. Info, 482-3280. 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: See THU.13, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

holiday dinner 8. FESTIVAL: A buffet din- 
ner of turkey and ham complements local 
entertainment and an appearance by Santa at 
this 30th annual community event. Requests 
for transportation and home delivery must be 
received by December 14. Inn at Baldwin Creek, 
Bristol. 11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 453-2432. 
holiday GALA: Johnson State College chorale 
and chamber singers perform seasonal music 
with the school's jazz ensemble, salsa dancers 
and men's a cappella group. Dibden Center for 
the Arts, Johnson State College, 4 p.m. $5. Info, 
635-1476. 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: Attendees sample food 
and wine while listening to music and perus- 
ing local products. Amazing Grace vineyard & 
Winery, Chazy, N.Y., 3-6 p.m. Free. Info. 518-215- 


HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR: South Burlington 
Community Chorus presents a family-friendly 
evening of contemporary music complemented 
by good eats and a silent auction. Sheraton 
Hotel & Conference Center, South Burlington, 
dinner at 5:30 p.m.: concert at 7:30 pjn. $5-20 
includes concert and dessert; $20-50 for con- 
cert and dinner. Info, 864-4108. 

LIVE NATIVITY & CHRISTMAS MUSICAL: 
Families take in a very merry scene and sea- 
sonal songs before refreshments. Daybreak 
Community Church. Colchester. 5-7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 338-9118. 

'MUSIC IN A GREAT space’: William Tortolano 
directs the Vermont Gregorian Chant Schola in 
a program of chants, classical selections and 
seasonal carols. Chapel of Saint Michael the 
Archangel. SL Michael's College, Colchester, 4 
p.m. $5-10. Info. 654-2508. 

SANTA SKI DAY: Kris Kringle impersonators 
swarm the slopes. No skimping on costumes. 
Arrive at guest services fully dressed. Bolton 
Valley Resort, Bolton valley. 10 a.m. Free for 
those in Santa costumes. Info, 877-926-5866. 
SOUTH END HOLIDAY SHOP: See FRI.14, noon-4 

WILLEM LANGE: The acclaimed storyteller 
and radio personality brings Scrooge and Tiny 
Tim to life with a reading of A Christmas Carol. 
Christ Church, Montpelier, 4-5 p.m. Free. Info, 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA a BAKE SALE: Little 
ones share a meal and sweet treats with SL 
Nick — who trades in his sleigh for a fire truck. 
Morrisville Fire Station, 8 a.m.-noon. $3-7; free 
for kids under 5. Info, 888-3575. 

KIDS COOKING CLASS: GINGERBREAD 
COOKIES: Budding chefs roll out dough and 
stamp it into fun shapes to make healthier 
versions of these holiday favorites. McClure 
MultiGenerational Center, Burlington. 2-3:30 
p.m. $5-10: preregister: for ages 5 and up ac- 
companied by an adulL Info. 861-9757. 

language 

FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: DIMANCHES: 

Parlez-vous fran^ais? Speakers practice the 
tongue at a casual, drop-in chat. Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
540-0195. 

music 

FULL CIRCLE RECORDERS: Five women perform 
Celtic, renaissance and medieval music for 
the holidays using a variety of instruments 
and their voices. Mount Mansfield Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship. Jericho. 4 p.m. 
Donations of nonperishable food items. Info. 
658-6536 . 

GREEN MOUNTAIN MAHLER FESTIVAL: OPEN 
CHORAL REHEARSAL: singers who wish to 
lend their voices to a New Year's Day perfor- 
mance of Beethoven's Ninth at SL Michael's 
College join fellow classical enthusiasts. First 
Congregational Church, Burlington, 2-4 p.m. 
Free: preregister at vtmahler.org. Info. 864- 
0788. wharw32487@aol.com. 

TIM ERIKSEN: New City Galerie and Young 
Tradition Vermont present the acclaimed 
multi-instrumentalist, who performs selections 
from his recent album, star in the East. William 
Lee Ellis opens. New City Galerie. Burlington. 
6:30-7:45 p.m. $8-10: space is limited. Info. 735- 
2542. newcitygalerie@gmail.com. 

sport 

GREEN MOUNTAIN curling CLUB: Players 
of all abilities sweep the ice every Sunday 
throughout the season. No special equipment 
is needed. Green Mountain Arena, Morrisville, 11 
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full line of nautilus equipment & free weights 
pool • racquetball court • personal training 
never an initiation fee 


20 West Canal Street - Winooski • 655-2399 

twmhealthclub.com 

Like us on facebook! 

Hours; M-F S30am-9pm • Sat 7am-5pm • Sun 9am-Spm 


tinythairestaurant.net 


Fresh, Authentic 
& Affordable 

Thai Food 

A Tiny Thai gift card 

on Christmas Day 

makes Winter Blues all go away! 

24 Main St, Downtown Winooski, 655-4888 

M-F 1 1 :30am-2:30pm / 4:30-9:30pm, Sa-Su 1 1 :30am-9:30pm 
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I BE SOCIAL, 

| JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out. shop, 
meet new people and win things 
— doesn't everyone? Sign up to get 
insider updates about local events. 

K deals and contests from Seven Days. 

I LIKE/FAN/STALK US 

3 facebook.com/sevendays.socialclub 


M0N.17 « P.67 

open mic at 6 p.m.: poetry slam at 7 p.m. $3 
suggested donation. Info. 318-0934. 


TUE.18 

dance 

DANCE OPEN HOUSE: See WE0.12. 3:45-8:30 

food & drink 

FLORENTINE COOKIES: Italian cooking instruc- 
tor Adele Dienno teaches participants to make 
two varieties of these deceptively simple, 
gluten-free treats. Sustainability Academy. 
Lawrence Barnes School. Burlington, 6-7:30 p.m. 
SS-10: preregister. Info. 861-9757. 

games 

chess club: Checkmate! Players of all ages 
and abilities apply expert advice from a skilled 
instructor to games with others. Fairfax 
community Library, 3-4 p.m. Free. Info. 849- 
2420, knorwood@fwsu.org. 

health & fitness 

BEATING THE SUGAR BLUES FOR HEALTHY 
HOLIDAY EATING: Worried about your intake of 
sweets? Herbalist Marie Frohlich shares alterna- 
tive food and drink recipes that support im- 
munity and digestion. City Market. Burlington. 
5:30-7 p.m. Free: preregister. Info, 861-9757. 

GIFT of LIFE marathon: Community members 
partner with the American Red Cross to set a 
one-day national record for blood donation. 
Various downtown locations, Rutland. 10 a.m. 
Free: preregister at giftoflifemarathon.com. 

Info. 775-0570. 

LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so funny? Giggles 
burst out as gentle aerobic exercise and yogic 
breathing meet unconditional laughter to 
enhance physical, emotional and spiritual 
health and well-being. Miller Community and 
Recreation Center. Burlington. 5 p.m. Free. Info. 
355-5129, 

STEPS TO WELLNESS: Cancer survivors attend 

agement. acupuncture and more in conjunction 
with a medically based rehabilitation program. 
Fletcher Allen Health Care Cardiology Building. 
South Burlington. 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 656-2176. 

holidays 

'IT’S A wonderful LIFE': James Stewart plays 
George Bailey — a man saved from despair by a 
guardian angel on Christmas Eve — in the origi- 
nal film production of this classic holiday tale. 
Film House. Main Street Landing Performing 
Arts Center. Burlington. 7 p.m. Free; first-come 
first-served basis. Info. 540-3018, mariah® 
mainstreetlanding.com. 


kids 

creative TUESDAYS: Artists engage their 
imaginations with recycled crafts. Kids underlO 
must be accompanied by an adult, Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington. 3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Good listeners up to age 
6 are rewarded with tales, crafts and activities. 
Fairfax Community Library. Fairfax. 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Free. Info. 849-2420. 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WED.12. 10-11 a.m. 
MUSIC WITH ROBERT: Music lovers of all ages 
join sing-alongs with Robert Resnik. Fletcher 
Free Library. Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
865-7216. 


richford PLAYGROUP: Rug rats let their 
hair down for tales and activities. Cornerstone 
Bridges to Life Community Center. Richford. 10- 
11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

SCIENCE & STORIES: WINTER TREES: Little 

ones learn about the evergreens that add color 
to the landscape all winter long. ECHO Lake 
Aquarium and Science Center/Leahy Center for 
Lake Champlain. Burlington, 11 a.m. Free with 
admisison; $9.50-12.50. info. 877-324-6386. 
STORY TIME FOR 3- TO 5- YEAR-OLDS: See 
wed. 12. 10-10:45 a.m. 

STORY TIME FOR 8 ABIES & TODDLERS: Picture 
books, songs, rhymes and puppets arrest the at- 
tention of kids under 3. Brownell Library. Essex 
Junction, 9:10-9:30 a.m. Free. Info. 878-6956. 
WILLISTON story HOUR: Youngsters ages 3 to 
5 gather for entertaining tales and creative proj- 
ects. Oorothy Ailing Memorial Library. Williston. 
11 a.m. Free. Info, 878-4918. 

WINOOSKI preschool STORYTIME: Tykes lis- 
ten to stories and participate in games, arts and 
crafts related to the theme "Music to My Ears.’ 
Winooski Memorial Library. 10:30 a.m. Free; for 
kids ages 2 to 5. Info, 655-6424. 


FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: Beginner- 
to-intermediate French speakers brush up 
on their linguistics — en francos. Halvorson's 
Upstreet Cafe. Burlington. 4:30-6 p.m. Free. Info. 
540-0195. 

PAUSE-CAFE FRENCH CONVERSATION: 

Francophiles of all levels speak the country's 
language at a drop-in conversation. Mr. Crepe. 
Burlington, 6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 540-0195. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN MEN'S CHORUS OPEN 
REHEARSALS: Looking to lift spirits through 
music? The singing group welcomes new voices 
for its performances throughout the holiday 
season. St. Francis Xavier School, Winooski, 7-9 
p.m. Free. Info. 505-9595. 

seminars 

KEYS TO CREDIT: See WE0.12, 10 a.m.-noon. 


talks 

WOLFGANG MIEDER: As part of the Gingerbread 
House Exhibit and Competition, the UVM profes- 
sor of German and Folklore presents ‘Hansel 
and Gretel: Grim(m) Variations on a Popular 
Fairy Tale.’ Vermont Folklife Center. Middlebury. 


theater 

'PETER PAN': see WED.12. 7:30 p.m, 

words 

BOOK DISCUSSION: SOUTHERN WRITERS: 

Readers consider how Zora Neale Hurston's 
Jonah's Gourd Vine: A Novel portrays the lower 
half of the United States, Vamum Memorial 
Library. Jeffersonville, 3 p.m. Free. Info. 


WED.19 

business 

KELLEY MARKETING MEETING: Marketing, 
advertising, communications, social media and 
design professionals brainstorm ideas for local 
nonprofits over breakfast. Room 217, Ireland 
Building, Champlain College. Burlington, 7:45-9 
a.m. Free. Info. 865-6495. 

comedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: see WED.12. 8-10 p.m. 


MAKE STUFF!: See WED.12. 6-9 p.m, 

OPEN KNIT a CROCHET: Stitch and tell: Fiber 
fans work on current projects in good company. 
Kaleidoscope Yarns, Essex Junction, 4:30-6:30 
p.m. Free. Info. 288-9200. 

games 

ADULT BRIDGE CLUB: See WED.12. 1-3 p.m. 

health & fitness 

EVERGREENS FOR BODY CARE a MEDICINAL 

USE: Class participants discover recipes and 
goodies that capture the conifers' distinct 
aroma. City Market Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m, $5- 
10; preregister. Info, 861-9757. 

MEDITATION a DISCUSSION: See WED.12, 5:45-7 

NIA CLASS: See WED.12. 6-7 p.m. 

holidays 

MONTPELIER HOLIDAY BOOK SALE: See 

WED.12, io a.m.-8 p.m. 

kids 

BABYTIME PLAYGROUP: See WED.12. 10:30 
ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: See WED.12. 10-11:30 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: See WED.12. 10-11:30 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WED.12. 11:15 a.m. 
MOVING a GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: See 

WED.12. 11-11:30 a.m. 

ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: See WED.12. 9-10:30 


STORY TIME a PLAYGROUP: 


STORY TIME FOR 3- TO S-YEAR-OLDS: See 


STORY TIME WITH MRS. CLAUS: See WED.12. 
6:30-7 p.m. 

seminars 

SPEND SMART SERIES: See WED.12. 10 


WED.12. 7-10 p.m. 

TRAPP Nordic CUP 2012-13: Race against the 
clock in the first of 12 weekly, nordic 5K skate 
and/or timed trials at the home of the first 
cross-country ski center in the U.S. Trapp Family 
Lodge Nordic Center, Stowe. 9 a.m,-4:30 p.m. $8 
plus trail pass. Info. 253-5719. pm®trappfamily. 


talks 

IRINI ROCKWELL: The director of the Five 
Wisdoms Institute discusses her book. Natural 
Brilliance: A Buddhist System for Uncovering 
Your Strengths and Letting Them Shine. 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier. 5 p.m. 
Free. Info, 223-3338. 

theater 

'PETER PAN': See WED.12. 7:30 p.m. 

words 

BURLINGTON WRITERS WORKSHOP MEETING: 

See WED.12. 6:30-7:30 p.m. © 
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TO PIECASSO 


NEW BAR 
CREATIVE ENTREES 
GLUTEN-FREE MENU 
CRAFT BEERS 
GAME ROOM 


LIVE MUSIC: 
Sat. 12/15: RICK REDINGTON 
Sat. 1 2/22: WHISKEY PICKS 


PIZZERIA & LOUNGE 


LUNCH TAKE-OUT ONLINE ORDERING DELIVERY PIECASSO.COM 



Seven for all Mankind 'Paige-Dogeared 
Citizens of Humanity 'Theory Vince - AG 
Janice Girardi* Longchamp'Liebeskind 
Free People'UGG'Joie'Hobo 
& Ani'Joe's Jeans -Dogeared 'Pistil 
Hard Tail Forever-Autumn Cashmere 
Splendid- Ella Moss* Prana 'Boulevard 
and more! 


For more information, visit: 

GOSTOWE.COM 
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classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 



Call 865-7166 lor info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts.org. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 


burlington city 
arts 


dance 

DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

Burlington. Info: Victoria. 598- 
1077. infoi9salsalina.com. Salsa 
classes, nightclub-style, on-one 



$13/person for one-hour class. 
No dance experience, partner or 
preregistration required, just the 





drumming 

Ta.ko Space, 208 Flynn Ave.. 
suite 3-G. Burlington. Info: 

spaton5S<9gmail.com. Call for 



empowerment 

COMPONENTS OF PERSONAL 
TRANSFORMATION: Weekly on 
Thu.. Jan. 10-Jan. 31. 7-9 p.m. 
Snow date Feb. 7. Cost: $60 /4 

Lane. Waterbury. Info: Sue. 244- 



fitness 

BARSCULPT: Dec. classes: 


CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES — 




Taking Holiday reservations noui! 

Vltoarding $ 30/night. Open 365 (lays a year! 
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[Channel 3 NEWS] 

TheWEAT HER Team 

N \ Anytime. Anywhere. Facts & Forecasts 


I/wcaxWeatherTeam 



Were waaaay more than Wednesday. 

Sign up for a free e-newsletter (or seven), and we’ll tickle your inbox between issues. 
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NOTES ON THE WEEKEND 

review 

The day’s most 
compelling 
Vermont stories, 
condensed 
into seven 
convenient links 

A sneak peek at 
this week’s food 
coverage and 
occasional invites 
to exclusive 
tasting events 

A reminder about 
exclusive Seven 
Days events, 
contests, deals 
and giveaways 

A summary of 
the best weekend 
events and newest 
articles, blog 
posts and videos 

1 

A curated round- 
up of art works, 
walks and words 

TECH^jniVI 

Occassional news for tech types 
including the latest about the 
annual Vermont Tech J am 

(fl^Wee- 

WMaiL 

Local info, events 
and resources for 
busy parents 


SEVEN DAYS 


sevendaysvt.com/enews 
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Make your hol'idar Meal* extra special 
with locally raided Meat*. organic produce, 
hand-crafted baked good*, distinctive wine* 
and arti*an cheese?. froM The Coop 


Need 9 break 
froM cooking? 
e also have grab-and-go 
seasonal side dishes 
available 


And. don't forget the... 

Fruitcake! 

"The Coop is vour source for candied 
orange. ItMon peel and citron strips this 
holiday season. Look for these hard-to- 
find iteMS in our bultc section/ 


SPRRKL6 FOR THG HOUDflVS! 




27 State Street, Montpelier, VT 
802.229.2367 • aclornvt.com 


12/15 - Free 
Horse-Drawn 
Wagon Rides. 
llam-3nm 


Mantpeuer 


celewrate 

The 'HoKcbye 


CAPITOL 

CROUNDS 


Celebrating gluten-free, 
vegan or vegetarian-*tyle? 
We’ve got plenty of choice*/ 


jAnom. 
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Out of the Loop 

Wilco's Nels Cline introduces a new, stripped-down project with Julian Lage 


I named him one of the 100 greatest guitarists of 
all time (and Spin among the top 50), Nels Cline 
worked in relative obscurity. But since join- 
ing Wilco in 2004, his talents have become known to 
audiences beyond just avant-garde jazz aficionados 
and serious guitar geeks. That increased visibility has 
shed light on Cline’s numerous other projects, from 
his improvisational jazz trio, the Nels Cline Singers, 
to myriad collaborations with the likes of Tim Berne, 
Charlie Haden, Yoko Ono and Thurston Moore, among 
many others. His latest endeavor is an improvisational 
project with 24-year-old guitar phenom Julian Lage. 
Unlike much of Cline’s work, which often includes all 
manner of loops and effects-pedal wizardry, he and 
Lage are playing it straight, so to speak, exploring the 
limits of free improvisation with nothing more than a 
pair of hollow-bodied guitars and a touch of reverb. 

In advance of his performance with Lage at Club 
Metronome on Wednesday, December 19, Seven Days 
spoke with Cline by phone from Baltimore, following 
his gig with free-jazz composer Ben Goldberg. 

SEVEN DAYS: You only recently met Julian, correct? 

NELS CLINE: That’s true. I met him a few months ago 
through [jazz guitarist] Jim Hall, who is one of my fa- 
vorite guitarists. I didn't know anything about Julian, 
mostly just overhearing people talking about him: "Oh, 
he’s marvelous. He's only 24!” So I YouTubed him, and 
that was pretty mind-blowing. But then I met him, and 
he’s such a lovely guy. His playing is jaw-dropping, but 
I realized he has an interest in playing improvised mu- 
sic as well as his ability to play all kinds of organized 
music. So we started playing together. 

SD: I imagine that means you guys are feeling each 
other out in the moment, onstage. How is that mu- 
sical relationship evolving? 

NC: Well, we've actually only played three gigs, all in 
New York. And this tour doesn’t start for another week. 
So it will be interesting to see what happens after mul- 
tiple exposures. There is a lot of improvising. But I have 
to say, without sounding overly hyperbolic ... actually, 
that’s redundant, isn’t it? 

SD: A little. 

NC: Anyway, the symbiosis was so immediate that it 
feels like we’ve been playing together for a long time. 
But we are still feeling out a body of work to use as part 
of our improvised world. Julian, who writes music ev- 
ery day, is starting to bring in what I call "squibs,” short 
pieces that are open-ended enough to be bridges to dif- 
ferent kinds of improvising or, in some cases, to stand 
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BY DAN BOLLES 


Sounds of the Season 

You guys are good. 

In last week’s column, I bemoaned the lack of early word 
on impending holiday shows this Christkwanzukkah season, 
noting that I’d heard of but two measly halls slated to be 
decked, musically speaking. Lo and behold, my inbox was 
subsequently filled with announcements regarding a number 
of holiday ho-ho-hoedowns slated for the coming weeks. It's 
a Christmas miracle! 

(As an aside, that got me once again wondering if perhaps 
this column has some sort of divine wish-granting power for 
its author. In case it does, I’d also like to see the Black Keys 
in Burlington, to meet Penelope Cruz, and for the Red Sox 
to sign at least one free agent who isn’t in his thirties and/or 
coming off a bad year. OK, and peace on earth. And a pony.) 

This week, there are two such holiday shows on the list, 
both of which promise to be naughty. Niiiice and naughty. 

The first comes to us this Friday, December IS, by way of 
dj disco phantom and the elves at ArtsRiot.com. The show goes 
down at AR's spiffy new studio on Pine Street in Burlington 
and features a veritable Hot Toys of 2012 list — the toys in 
this case would be local bands and DJs, of course ... and yes, 
I’m quickly running out of holiday material. It’s about to get 
X-mas-sweater ugly here, folks. 

Leading the way like Rudolph on a foggy Christmas Eve 
— I told you it was gonna get ugly — is Drag City recording 
artist sophia knapp (ex-UGHTs, currently of cuffie swan), who 
is touring in support of her critically acclaimed new solo 
record, Into the Waves. For the new record, Knapp channeled 
her inner stevie nicks, juxtaposing the Fleetwood mac singer’s 
luxuriant style with a laid-back indie sensibility. The result is 
a pretty swell listen. 

Also on the bill are slow oceans, the new collaboration 
between disco-rock diva heloise williams and electro-pop 
phenom Alexandra hall — aka tooth ache. — that debuted 
at the BCA Center last month. They'll be joined by doom-y 
spook-rock trio gloaming, the fontanelles and shark victim, as 
well as a cadre of DJs including Disco Phantom, snakefoot, 
juscaus and pen west. 

Moving on to the Most Dangerous Toys of 2012, it’s a Metal 
Monday Christmas at Nectar's on Monday, December 17, as 
the weekly local metal showcase eviscerates, er, celebrates the 
season with an all-out, all-star bash. The lineup is bloated like 
Santa’s belly with MM regulars, including vaporizer, savage 
HEN, KNIGHTS OF CRINITUS, VULTURES OF CULT, MUSICAL MANSLAUGHTER, 
STVA, BOIL THE WHORE. ANGEL BONES and FILTHY MINUTES OF FAME, 

with more reportedly to be booked in the coming days. You 
can expect metal versions of holiday classics — speaking of 
which, I demand someone does slayer’s “Reigning Blood” 
in sync with that awesome Christmas Light YouTube video. 
Looking at you, amadis. 

But wait, there’s more! 

The show will also feature a club-wide Yankee swap, 
with presents stacked under an upside-down Christmas tree 
that will be — I’m not making this up — suspended from the 
ceiling. Additionally, the first 75 people through the door will 
get a free Santa hat, which I can only assume will be made out 
of red leather. 

Seasons beatings! 
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Good Stuff 

Apropos of nothing, the late, great BTV zine Good Citizen 
recently joined Facebook. For the uninitiated, GC was a nifty 
local publication/record label that covered Vermont music in 
the mid to late 1990s and was an indispensable rag for anyone 
interested in local rockin'. I mention this not because joining 
social media suddenly qualifies as news — it doesn't — but 
because following their posts for the last few weeks has been 
(especially for local rockers and fans of a certain vintage) an 
unbelievable blast from the past. Whether posting pics of 
bygone bands such as screaming broccoli, famous potato and 
the fags or old calendars from Club Toast, the original Higher 
Ground and Club Metronome, it's been a welcome walk down 
memory lane. Seriously, look at the monster bands that graced 
those schedules, often with local supporting acts. 

But I think there is value, too, in checking out GC for those 
who weren’t around during that era. GC has become a sort of 
time capsule for Vermont music in a defining period — and 
one with direct ties to the current one, by the way. Those who 
forget history ... blah, blah, blah. 

I’ve long held a theory that the local music scene is 
cyclical in nature. We have peaks where it seems like a dozen 
different bands are on the verge of breaking out and valleys 
where it feels like not a whole lot is happening. That theory 
has been reinforced by some writings I’ve done in recent 
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V Apple Specialist 

MacBook Air 

Now it's even faster than it looks. 


Starting at 
$999.99! 


The MacBook Air is now better than 
ever. All packed into a notebook 
that's incredibly thin and light. 


smal ldog.com/macbookair 

100 Dorset Street 


Small Dog 

Electronics 

Alwnigs 39 your QAe 


CLUB DATES 


music 



Second Time Around Following the release of their landmark 2002 record. Alive or Just Breathing, 
Massachusetts-based metal stalwarts killswitch engage parted ways with original lead singer Jesse Leach. The band enjoyed success 
with a new front man, Howard Jones. But many longtime fans still pined for Leach’s signature vocal style. To the delight of those fans, 
Leach is back in the fold, replacing Jones, and KsE are reported to be in vintage metalcore form. Catch the band at the Higher Ground 
Ballroom this Tuesday, December 18, with Shadows Fall and Acaro. 


WED. 12 

Burlington area 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.. 


HALFLOUNGE: Scott Mangan 
(singer-songwriter). 8 p,m„ Free. 
Scott Mangan (singer-songwriter). 




SKINNY PANCAKE: Josh Panda and 


T. BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR: 



SKINNY PANCAKE: Don and Jenn 
WHAMMY BAR: Open Mic. 6:30 p.m,. 


champlain valley 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Open 
Stanley. 9:30 p.m.. Free/$3. 18+ 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 8 p.m., Free. 


THU. 13 


burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Justice VT (rock). 


FRANNY O’S: Karaoke, 9 p.m.. Free. 
HALFLOUNGE: Silent Mind (rock). 




New Foundry (folk). 6:30 p.m.. Free. 
Michae^Chorney & Dollar General, 

RED SQUARE: Andric Severance 
(jazz). 7 pm. Free. DJ A-Dog 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ Cre8 

(house), 10 p.m., Free. 

central 

BAGITOS: Sustainable Ice Project 
(folk). 6 p.m.. Free. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Thirsty 



champlain valley 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: OJ DizZle 
(Top 40). 10 p.m. Free. 
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years about bands from even earlier eras of VT music — the 
n-zones reunion this year, for example. A common thread that 
emerges is that every generation thinks their era was the best. 
And, as perusing GC's Facebook page reveals, maybe they’re 
all right. In any event, if you’re curious about local music 
history, it’s a good place to start. 

(Here’s another wish I hope the column genie will grant. 
One of the coolest things GC ever did was release a pair of 
compilations called Burlington Does Burlington, in which 
local bands covered other local bands. The pants covered 
phish. belizbeha covered the Pants, barbacoa covered envy, 
steve blair covered slush. It was awesome, and it's an idea 
whose time has come again. I want to hear ryan power cover 
lynguistic civilians. I want to hear Lynguistic Civilians cover 
blue button, or maybe parmaga. How about barika covering 

NUOA VERITAS Or WAYLON SPEED covering MARYSE SMITH? Get On it, 

people. Also, a pony.) 


BiteTorrent 

There’s actually another notable holiday show this weekend, 
as the good folks from Nexus Artists present a holiday- 
themed Sunday Night Mass called Deck the Hallz at Club 
Metronome this Sunday, December 16. Montreal’s marc 
remillard headlines the gingerbread house party — come on, 
that one was pretty good — along with Quebec City’s ahllex, 
and locals luis calderin, two sev, the orator and kj gollum. 

The local bass heads from mushpost social club kick things off 
with an early eggnog reception, which I’m pretty sure refers 
to actual eggnog and not the name of the latest EDM genre 

Rutland doesn’t get a lot of attention in these music pages 
outside of split tongue crow. But this Sunday, December 
16, a slice of Rut-Vegas comes to Burlington in the form of 
garage-punk outfit falcon coffin. I’ve never seen them live, 
but in perusing their Bandcamp page, I’m guessing they’d 
find kindred spirits in the likes of local acts such as the toes 
and the shandies. It's gritty, grungy stuff — just the thing for a 
chilly night at the Bean in December. 

Regular readers know I have something of a pet peeve 


when it comes to funk bands, including the word “funk” 
in their names. Well, we have a new contender in the most 
egregious use of the pun: who’da funk it? They'll be at Radio 
Bean on Saturday, December 15, after which I’m imagining 
aaron burroughs and funkwagon will challenge the band to a 
Jets vs. Sharks-style brawl on North Winooski Avenue. 

Last but not least, I’ve just been notified that toby keith 
is coming to the 2013 Champlain Valley Fair. The country 
superstar last appeared in VT on the same fairgrounds stage 
in 2008. I’d be lying if I said some part of me — likely my 
freedom bone — wasn’t excited about this development. 
Tickets go on sale this Friday, December 14. 




n 

This Week on Tour Date 
with DJ Liu 

: The final episode in season two of Seven Days' music 
| interview podcast. Tour Date with DJ Liu." features ... um, 
me, actually. In this week’s pod, Liu grills yours truly on the 
"10 Best Vermont Singles of 2012," Frankly, I'd prefer to call it 
TO Really Awesome Local Songs From 2012 You Should Hear 
Because the Term 'Best' Is Really Subjective and There Were 
at Least Three Times As Many Songs I Would Have Been 
Happy to Include." Doesn't quite have the same ring, though, 

I guess. Anyway, I hope you'll tune in and check it out (7d. 
blogs.com/tour_date). There has been an overwhelming 
amount of great music made in VT this year, and in the 
coming weeks we'll be highlighting as much of it as we can. 
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LINDA BASSICK & 

WED 

MIND THE GAP 

AN^RADKT UNdIIgWX^ 


TOMORROW 

THU 

PERFORMING abbey road in its entirety 

JUSTICE VT 

DEC 13 

THE EDD 

jWnRONK^lcjjp 

"NODIGGITY" 

9CTS NIGHT 

FRI 

DEC14 

GRIPPO FUNK BAND 

SAT 

RETRONOME 

DEC 15 



Ml YARD 

SUN 

DKKTJ^AuS o>ei 

(EiECTROI 


METAL MONDAY'S 

MON 

^STjoNE^TOGHOSr'oF CHRISTMAS 

DEC 17 

BROWN GOLD 

TUE 

froSuaiqNS PRESENT 

EVERTON BLENDER 
& ANTHONY B 

SSIADEEW® MARCIA HIGGS. 

DEC 18 
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Tell us 
your dirty 
secrets! 
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25% OFF 

TAQOT READINGS 

with coupon 

0ctober Tea Room 

651-1054 • 15 Center St (above Daily Planet) 


FREE LESSON WITH EVERY NEW INSTRUMENT! 




CLUB DATES 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Hee Hawk (bluegrass). 7:30 p.m. 
Donations. 

BROWN'S MARKET BISTRO: Karen Krajecic and 
Chris srantz (folk). 7:30 p.m.. Free. 
moog's PLACE: Bob Wagner and 0. Davis (singer- 
songwriters). 8:30 p.m, Free. 

PARKER PIE CO.: Below Zero (rock). 7:30 p.m.. Free. 
RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ TWO Rivers 
(hip-hop), 10 p.m., Free. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Dynomatics (rock), 10 pm. Free. 
MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Gary Peacock (singer- 
songwriter), 10 p.m.. Free. 

OLIVE RIDLEY'S: Karaoke, 6 p.m.. Free. 

TABU CAFS & NIGHTCLUB: Karaoke Night with 
Sassy Entertainment. 5 p,m.. Free. 

THERAPY: Therapy Thursdays with DJ Nyce (Top 
40). 10:30 p.m.. Free. 


FRI.14 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with Steve. 9 p.m., Free. 
banana WINDS cafe & PUB: Red stellar and the 
Workin' Man Band (rock). 7:30 p.m.. Free. 

CLUB metronome: No Diggity: Return to the '90s 
(90s dance party). 9 p.m., $5. 

HALFLOUNGE: Andy Lugo (singer-songwriter), 9 
p.m.. Free. Bonjour-Hi (house), 10 p.m., Free. 

JP'S PUB: Starstruck Karaoke.lO p.m„ Free. 
LEVITY : The 30s Show: Adam Cook. Bianca Cosby. 
Chad Cosby, Joe Gingras. Josh Star. Melissa Moran 
(standup). 9 p.m.. $8. 

LIFT: Ladies Night 9 p.m., Free/$3. 

MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Cooper & Lavoie 
(blues). 8:30 p.m., Free. 

MONKEY HOUSE: Hollis Brown (rock), 9 p.m., S8. 
NECTAR'S: Seth Yacovone (solo acoustic blues), 7 
p.m., Free. The Edd. Timbre Coup, Superfrog (live 
electronica), 9 p.m., $5. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Burwickand Abair (acoustic 
rock), 5 p.m„ Free. A House On Fire (rock), 9 p.m., 


PARK PLACE TAVERN: In Kahootz (rock). 9:30 p.m.. 

RADIO BEAN: Cam Will (singer-songwriter). 7 p.m.. 
Free. The Burlington Bread Boys (old time), 8 p.m.. 
Free. Eleanor Krause (singer-songwriter), 9 p.m„ 
Free. Zack duPont (singer-songwriter). 10 p.m., 

RED SQUARE: Andrew Parker-Renga (singer- 
songwriter). 5 p.m,. Free. Starline Rhythm Boys 
(rockabilly), 8 p.m.. $S. DJ Craig Mitchell (house), 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ MiXX (EDM). 9 p.m.. 

RUBEN JAMES: OJ Cre8 (hip-hop). 10:30 p.m„ Free. 
Ri RA IRISH PUB: Supersounds DJ (Top 40). 10 


central 

BAGITOS: Bad Mr. Frosty Presents: Girls Gone 
Folking Wild (folk), e p.m.. Free. 

THE BLACK DOOR: Izzy and the Catastrophics 
(rockabilly). 9:30 p.m„ $5. 

CHARLIE O'S: Murder Weapon, the Outsiders 

(psychobilly), 10 p.m, Free. 

cork WINE BAR: Whiskey Bullet (Americana). 7 

espresso BUENO: Stroke Your Joke V (standup). 
GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ Jonny P (Top 40), 


TUPELO MUSIC HALL: Bow Thayer (Americana), 8 

champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Barika (West African groove). 9 p,m,. Free. 
CITY LIMITS: Sturcrazie (rock). 9 p.m.. Free. 
on THE RISE BAKERY: Stone Cold Roosters 
(bluegrass). 8 p.m.. Donations. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: 3 Sheets 2 the Wind 
(rock). 10 p.m., S3. 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Dan Liptak S Greg Evans (jazz). 7:30 
p.m.. Donations. 

MATTERHORN: Dr. Yes & the No Nos (rock), 9 p.m, 

MOOG'S PLACE: The Hardscrabble Hounds 
(Americana). 9 p.m. Free. 

PARKER PIE CO.: Celtic Acoustic Session. B p.m, 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Friday Night 
Frequencies with DJ Rekkon (hip-hop), 10 p.m., 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Lucid (rock), 10 p.m.. Free. 
therapy: Pulse with DJ Nyce (hip-hop), 10 p.m. 


SAT.15 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Little Bus (rock). 9 p.m. Free. 

CHURCH & MAIN RESTAURANT: Night Vision 
(EDM), 9 p.m. Free. 

CLUB METRONOME: Retronome ('80s dance party), 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke, 9 p.m. Free. 

HALFLOUNGE: Andrew Parker-Renga (singer- 
songwriter). 9 p.m. Free. Sin-Orgy (EDM), 10:30 

JP'S PUB: Karaoke with Megan, 10 p.m. Free. 
LEVITY : The 30s Show: Adam Cook. Bianca Cosby, 
Chad Cosby, Joe Gingras. Melissa Moran, Phil 
Davidson (standup). 8 p.m, SB. 

Marriott HARBOR LOUNGE: Shane Hardiman 
(jazz), 8:30 p.m. Free. 

MONKEY HOUSE: Hammered Brothers presents 
Ouibly Ball Launch Party. 5 p.m. Free. The Murder 
Weapon, Trapper Keeper, Problem child (punk), 9 

nectar's. Truman Coyote (jam), 5 p.m. Free. Red 
Clover and the Hermit Thrush (country). 7 p,m„ 
Free. Dave Grippo Funk Band. 9 p.m, $5. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Sturcrazie (rock). 9 p.m, 

PARK PLACE TAVERN: Barbie-N-Bones (rock), 9:30 

RADIO BEAN: Lessoigital. More Manual: Record 
Club, 3 p.m. Free. Jedidlah Lane (acoustic soul). 

6 p.m. Free, cactus Attack (newgrass).7:30 p.m. 
Free. Appalled Eagles (experimental). 9 p.m. Free. 
Oobleck (Afro-funk). 10:15 p.m. Free. Japhy Ryder 
(prog rock), 11 p.m„ Free. Bellas Bartok (gypsy 
punk). 11:45 p.m. Free. Who'da Funk It? (funk). 1 

RED SQUARE: Ellen Powell Trio (jazz), 5 p.m„ Free. 
Donkilo! AfrofUnk Orchestra, 8 p.m, $5. DJ A-Dog 
(hip-hop). 11 p.m„ $5. 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ Raul (salsa).G p.m. 
Free. Craig Mitchell (EDM), 10 p.m, $5. 

Ri RA IRISH PUB: The Blame (rock). 10 p.m. Free. 

T. BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR: Open MiC, 7 p.m, 

VENUE: 18 & Up Destination Saturdays, 8 p.m. 




Out of the Loop « p .t4 


SD: You spent the first 20-plus years 
of your career in relative obscurity, 
outside of maybe hard-core guitar- 
heads. But then Wilco raised your 
profile almost overnight. Was that a 
strange experience? 

NC: No. It’s pretty cool, actually. I wasn’t 
trying to become super well known, but 
I wasn’t trying to live in obscurity, ei- 
ther. But other than the fact that I’m not 
broke anymore, I live my life the same 
way as I did. I don’t get up in the morn- 
ing and check the internet to see how 
many millions of people think I'm really 
cool this week. I have the same aspira- 
tions I’ve always had. 

It’s cool because it allows me to walk 
in these different worlds, which is al- 
as trying to do before Just 
playing a whole bunch of 
music with people I like. 
And that’s still what I do, 
only now one of those 
projects happens to be a 
band that a lot of people 
care about and follow. 

The other thing 
about Wilco is that we’re 
just normal dudes, and 
we’re friends. We’re 
kind of nerds. It’s not 
like I jumped into some 
lavish rock-and-roll life- 
style. It’s like-minded individuals find- 
ing each other. And that’s like a lot of 
things I’ve gotten to do musically, and 
continue to do, like playing with Julian 
or meeting the woman who turned out 
to be my wife but who I played music 
with, Yuka Honda. Or all the people I 
play with in New York or my friends in 
California ... It’s all kind of just more. So 
the improvising life has sort of ramped 
up, like the rock-and-roll life. 

The fact that people know more 
about me hopefully makes it possible 
to draw a few extra people to these im- 
provised-music gigs, like playing with 
Ben Goldberg last night. Maybe a few 
Wilco fans came out and maybe didn’t 
even like it. But at least they gave it a 
shot, because they probably wouldn’t 
know about that band otherwise. So that 
makes me happy ... But it’s not like it's 
super packed, because there’s fancy boy 
on the guitar over there. ® 


LIKE MM DUOS. 

IN ITS OWN WAY 

IT’S ABOUT 
SOME KIND OF 
SHARED WORLD 


alone as compositions. It's growing rap- 
idly, but it's still in an early phase. 

SD: You're well known for using a cra- 
zy amount of effects and pedals. But 
this is just a guitar plugged into an 
amp, with no effects. Why strip down 
so much? 

NC: Without getting overly autobio- 
graphical, when I met Julian I was at 
an aesthetic burnout with myself. I was 
really not digging my own playing. I 
was tired. So there was something reju- 
venating about what Julian and I have 
been doing. For one, he kicked my ass. 
I don’t know if you’re aware of how he 
plays, but he's quite a virtuoso. He’s 
kind of frightening in terms of what 
he is able to play, but also how musical 

more toward his world 
rather than the other 
way around. I wanted to 
be very direct and just 
about die notes. 

We’re playing elec- 
tric guitars, but we’ll still 
mic the guitars, because 
we’re playing arch-top, 
hollow-bodied electrics. 

Without my wiggle on 
the whammy bar, or the 
distortion and loops or 
whatever, we get to this 
kind of chamber-music sound. It’s very 
intimate, and there are a lot of notes be- 
ing played. I think it should be tamber- 
ly pleasing. 

SD: Does that approach limit the 
choices you can make? 

NC: There are fewer choices, as far as 
timbre and texture and volume, but then 
you can get right to certain things about 
the actual notes. It’s refreshing. Now 
I’m out of my malaise. It's pleasing to my 
ear. Like many duos, in its own way it’s 
about some kind of shared world. 

SD: Do think that world will expand 
after this tour, maybe into more ef- 
fects-laden composition? 

NC: I think it's very likely that Julian and 
I will do some other type of technologi- 
cally marvelous thing with the guitar. 
But at this point I think we really just 
want it to be sort of classic, like Joe Pass 
and Herb Ellis. It's kind of a classic thing 
to do with so-called jazz. So we're doing 
a slightly jazz-tinged chamber-music 
aesthetic. It has elements of free impro- 
visation that you hear from people like 
Jimmy Dufree ... it’s organized in a sense 
that we kind of play compositionally. 



"your Bike Rack Experts!" egrfe 


Car Racks Make Great Gifts! 



2500 Williston Rd. - South Burlington 

www.earlsmkes.coin - 802-864-9191 


Trunk Hitch Roof 

10% OFF 

All Racks in December! 

Expert Advice - Great Selection 
ALWAYS FREE INSTALLATION! 



[ID facebook 


www.northstarfireworks.com 
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music 


CLUB DATES 




1 94 College Street, Burlington 
864.5475-boutlliers.com 
M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 



Hobday Gifts 

Furniture • Art • Accessories 
Gift Certificates Available 



central 

BAGITOS: Irish Sessions. 2 p.m.. Free. 

(hip-hop), 9:30 p.m., $5. 

POSITIVE PIE 2: Fresh Greenes 

MadMen3 (reggae). 10:30 pm. $5. 
PURPLE MOON PUB: Mind the Gap 
(rock). 8 p.m.. Free. 


THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 8. TAP 



TUPELO MUSIC HALL: Tupelo Night 
Mike Thomas (standup),7 p.m.. SIT. 


Champlain valley 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: The 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Cody Michaels (jazz), 

12 p.m.. Donations, Audrey Bernstein 
& the Young Jazzers (jazz), 7:30 p.m, 

MATTERHORN: The Sugardaddies 
(rock), 9 pm. $5. 

(bluegrass), 9 p.m.. Free. 

PARKER PIE CO.: Bow Thayer 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego (Top 
40). 9 p.m.. Free. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Eat Sleep Funk (funk). 10 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: All Night 
Dance Party with DJ Toxic (Top 40), 5 


SUN.16 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Sunday Night 


HALFLOUNGE: Building Blox (EDM), 






central 

BAGITOS: will Eberle (jazz piano), 11 



northern 

(singer-songwriter), 11 am. 
Donations. Andrew Parker-Renga 
(singer-songwriter), 7:30 p.m.. 


SWEET CRUNCH BAKE SHOP: Don 


MON. 17 

burlington area 

HALFLOUNGE: Family Night Open 
Jam. 10:30 p.m. Free. 


NECTAR'S: Metal Monday Christmas 



RED SOUARE: Industry Night with 
Robbie J (hip-hop). 11 p.m.. Free. 


Time Bandits New York City’s hollis brown are a band out of time. On their latest EP, Nothing (t the Famous No One, 
the quintet turns back the clock to the heyday of classic blues-rock twang, evoking the vintage sounds of a bygone era but keeping one 
foot firmly rooted in the present. This Friday, December 14, the band drops by the Monkey House in Winooski. 







REVIEW this 


Problem Child, 
Restless When Idle 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Kids these days. 

As a product of Burlington's punk and 
hardcore scene in the 1990s, I have a soft 
spot for the aggro wailings emanating 
from the local teenage wasteland (OK, I 
never really looked the part, but I wore 
out my Jesus Nut and 12 Times Over 
tapes back in the day). But of all the local 
scenes, that of high school punk and 
hardcore is among the most difficult to 
follow. For one thing, in a musicscape 
dominated by bars and nightclubs, 
all-ages gigs are relatively few and far 
between. When your mom has to drop 
you off at a show, that’s an issue. Further 
complicating the matter is the insular 
nature of the music in general. It's 
outsider music, made for and by misfits, 
freaks and geeks who typically want 
to avoid attracting attention, lest they 
be stuffed in a locker or given a swirlie. 
Man, high school sucks. 

There is a third and perhaps more 



critical issue at play here. Namely, 
most high school bands are borderline 
unlistenable. Generally, this is through 
no fault of their own. Like a fawn 
clumsily learning to walk, young 
musicians just need time and practice 
to find their footing. But there are 
exceptions to every rule. And currently, 
a Williston punk trio named Problem 
Child is one of them. 

The band’s debut full-length, Restless 
When Idle, plays like a throwback to 
this reviewer's own halcyon days spent 
getting tinnitus at 242 Main. Had they 
existed in 1995, Problem Child likely 
would have been among my favorite 
local bands, their songs included 
on mixtapes alongside Green Day, 
Operation Ivy and the Queers. Even 


now, they’re quickly achieving regular 
rotation in my grown-up iTunes library. 

It's true of most art, but the best 
punk music is a distillation of raw 
emotion. Part of the reason the genre 
has long resonated with youth culture 
is its presentation of unfiltered 
angst. Punk is simple, direct and 
aggressive, rarely bogged down with 
precious metaphors or overly intimate 
exposition. In that respect, Problem 
Child represent all that is good about 
punk rock. From guitarist and front man 
Evan Engisch’s Billy Joe Armstrong- 
esque lazy sneer to Kevin Wilkinson's 
romping bass and Matt Decker's 
punishing drum work, the band divines 
the ragged essence of punk attitude. 

Problem Child play an all-ages show 
at the Monkey House in Winooski 
on Saturday, December 15, with the 
Murder Weapon, Trapper Keeper 
and the Outsiders PBR. Restless When 
Idle is available for free download at 
problemchildvt.bandcamp.com. 

DAN BOLLES 


Tommy Bobcat, 

No Tails 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

When last we left Tommy Bobcat, 
the Guides for the Future bassist had 
released a touching tribute to his 
late mother. For Karen. Composed 4 

of instrumental suites of a decidedly 
ethereal and experimental nature, 
the album was a wordless rumination 
on life, death and grief that carried 
significant emotional weight on a bed of 
shifting soundscapes. It was an unusual, 
and unusually profound, work. 

On his latest effort, No Tails, Bobcat 
again presents a curious collection 
of sprawling sounds and ideas. It is 
ambitious in both size and scope. 

Unlike For Karen, however, the album 
lacks an identifiable thematic thread. 
The result is a hodgepodge of abstract 
concepts that, while often fascinating 
individually, lack cohesion and make for 
a jarring listen all together. 

The record begins with the sounds of 
a ticking clock and a pulsing heartbeat, 
juxtaposed with a guitar arpeggio over 
a swell of synth tones. Those melodic 
elements then de-tune, modulating 



downward before settling in a new key, 
where they meet a chunky, metal guitar 
riff and a stiff backbeat. But the intrigue 
set forth by that unconventional 
intro is laid to waste by indulgent, 
finger-tapping guitar wankery that 
subsequently breaks off into a dreamily 
jammy section and finishes with more 
shredding guitar. "Mister Natural’’ is a 
schizophrenic piece that could either be 
an earnest instrumental experiment or 
an ironic genre mashup. But it doesn’t 
really succeed in either case. 

"Mai Figment” follows and offers 
a sort of futuristic Zappa homage, 
complete with agitated and unhinged 
low-toned vocal musings. It's much 
more interesting and better executed 
than its predecessor. 


Next, “So Good” features a duet with 
Doll Fight! singer Christine Mathias. 
Over a breezy Hawaiian progression, 
the duo espouses the virtues of creamy, 
dreamy coconuts, with Mathias cooing 
in a girlish — and kinda creepy — Betty 
Boop croon, while Bobcat responds in a 
low and equally creepy basso profundo. 

The album continues in increasingly 
off-kilter fashion, from the electro- 
rock jitter of “Geographic Tongue” 
and the twisted “Beyond Repair" 
to the oddly touching ballad “My 
Eternity” and deconstructed flute-funk 
of “Intellectual Graffiti.” It’s an aural 
workout just to keep up. But there are 
moments — the absurdist punk anthem 
“Our Tracks,” for instance — when the 
effort is worth it. 

No Tails is not an easily accessible 
work by any measure. But amid the 
chaos, there is some sort of queer 
ingenuity at the core of Tommy Bobcat’s 
ponderous record. 

No Tails by Tommy Bobcat is 
available at tommybobcatbandcamp. 
com. Tommy Bobcat plays Nectar’s on 
Tuesday, December 18. 

DAN BOLLES 


® GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


IF YOU'RE AN INDEPENDENT ARTIST OR BAND MAKING MUSIC IN VT. SEND YOUR CD TO US! 
DAN BOLLES C/0 SEVEN DAYS. 255 SO. CHAMPLAIN ST. STE 5, BURLINGTON, VT 05401 




A ttachments for the KitchenAid 
S-quart Artisan Stand Mixer. 
Choose from any of our best- 
selling attachments: 

• sausage stuffer kit 
• food grinder 
• new flex edge beaters 

• pasta attachments for rolling 
pasta to forming pasta shapes 




music 


Rude Processor Among the myriad iconic voices in reggae 

distinctive and instantly recognizable as that of everton blender. The dancehall and roo 
possessed of an otherworldly croon, a crystalline tenor that’s as playful as it is soulful. 

December IS, Everton appears at Club Metronome with dis N DAT, Anthony b eloquence, sista dee, 
marcia higgs and Burlington's own Mi Yard DJs big dog and demus. 


TUE.18 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Everton 

Higgs (reggae), 9 p.m„ $10/15. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

MONKEY HOUSE: Neighborhood 
S Tim Sharbaugh (singer- 

MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: 

Open Mic, 6 p.m„ Free. 
nectar’s: west (jazz). 6 p.m., 
Fr« u Brow" Gold,Camw (Ween 

OLDE NORTHENOER: Abby 


WED. 19 


champlain valley 


chatnplain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Trivia 



VERMONT’S BACKSTAGE POPCASI 


This week: 

Dan Bolles 

Seven Days' music editor 
reviews the top ten Vermont 
singles of 2012 including A2VT’s 
“Winooski, My Town.” 

SPEEDER 

Season two jjUlHfc 


fueled by: 






DRIVER EDUCATION CLASSES 



Rubblebucket j 

Sunday, Dec. 30th & Monday, Dec. 31st I 

"RicrVipr frrnnnd 8 



eye witness TAKING NOTE OF VISUAL VERMONT = 


The Beauty of Chance 



John Anderson at BCA Center 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 


I 

s 

I 


I 

s 


J the part of the SAT where col- 

to project geometric shapes into 
the third dimension. The veteran Vermont 
artist and architect has the ability — stu- 
pefying to math klutzes — to transform 
spatial concepts into physical construc- 

Evidence of this aptitude fills the BCA 
Center on Burlington’s Church Street 
Marketplace where “John Anderson 
Drawings: 2006-2012 Constructed Con- 
ceptual” is on display. Anderson is happy 
to elaborate on his ideas and methods. “I 
love telling the backstory,” he says while 
leading a reporter on a tour of the show, 
which offers visitors cellphone access to 
Anderson's descriptions of several of his 
paper-based pieces. 

But it isn’t necessary to know about 
his thinking and his processes to appreci- 
ate his art, Anderson assures. And that’s 
a good thing, because some viewers will 
become befuddled once he starts rapping 
about quantum mechanics, black-hole 
theory and Planck units. 

“I’m into the most far-out, theoretical, 
mind-blowing stuff. I read about it every 

His artistic applications of abstruse no- 
tions — which Anderson admits “can twist 
my brain into knots” — are concentrated 
in the rear room of the gallery in a section 
of the show called “Chance Drawings." 
The large-scale works hanging here give 
visual expression to the physics principle 
that, as he explains, “things happen in ac- 
cordance with probability rather than be- 
ing deterministic.” The human brain, he 
adds, “works on the basis of probability.” 

Anderson rolled dice, flipped coins 
and drew Scrabble tiles at random to en- 
sure the marks he made on paper would 
reflect the workings of chance. The result- 
ing drawings, which combine geometric 
forms with squiggles and shadings, con- 
vey, he says, “a symbolic language gener- 
ated by chance and applied by chance." 

But don’t worry: Most of the show, like 
the artist himself, is painlessly approach- 
able. Anderson doesn’t seek to show off in 
his art, his architecture or his conversa- 
tion. He aims for pleasing effects, verbally 
and visually. 

And a mass audience has indeed come 
to admire Anderson's creations over the 




ARCHITECTURE 
INFORMS MY ART; 

ART INFORMS MY 
ARCHITECTURE. 


course of his 40-year Vermont career, dur- 
ing which he designed such attention-get- 
ting spaces as Main Street Landing’s Wing 
Building and the Pine Street headquar- 
ters of Lake Champlain Chocolates. In a 
neat feat of doppelglingering, Anderson 
also drew the blueprint for the BCA Cen- 
ter (originally called Firehouse Gallery), 
which was crowded beyond capacity for 
his show’s opening on November 30. 


Still wavy-haired and lanky at age 70, 
Anderson now mainly works as a consul- 
tant. His job is to conjure “the big picture” 
of a planned commercial space, which 
then gets filled in by work-a-day archi- 
tects focused on "the hardcore elements.” 

Anderson now 
devotes most of his 
a making art 

in his North Fer- 

risburgh studio and 
home. “I'm finally and fully out of the 
closet,” Anderson quips, and notes that he 
considers himself an artist whose work in- 
cludes architecture. Or, as he adds while 
pointing to the 120 pieces that make up 
the show's "Paper Studies” section, “Ar- 
chitecture informs my art; art informs my 
architecture.” 

For all his fascination with the mechan- 
ics of chance, Anderson’s drawings are the 
products of rigid rules he sets for himself. 
“It feels good to have a set of simple but 
unvarying rules that structure or limit the 
freedom of execution," he notes in one of 
the epigrams printed on a wall at BCA. “As 
an architect, I always had to work with a 
lot of rules and restrictions.” 

In the small-scale studies that hang 
side by side and row by row, Anderson’s 
strict system requires that one U-by- 
15-inch piece of white paper lie flat and 
largely unaltered against the wall with 
a second, heavily worked piece glued 
to it. The protruding sheet may have 
been crumpled, cut, folded, rolled or 
even chewed, and sometimes rubbed 
with graphite. Each of the 120 studies is 
uniquely executed as a three-dimension- 
al drawing that, in some instances, pro- 
duces optical illusions. 

Op art is one of the discernible influ- 
ences on a body of work that may appear 
radically original. Dutch illusionist M.C. 
Escher seems to have left a distinct im- 
pression. And Anderson takes care to ac- 
knowledge an interest in the experiments 
in art-making by chance that American 
abstract painter Ellsworth Kelly con- 
ducted in conjunction with choreogra- 
pher Merce Cunningham and composer 
John Cage. 

It’s easy to become fixated on Ander- 
son’s paper studies, but the real show 
stopper at BCA is the “Grasslands" group- 
ing in which Anderson enhances his an- 
gular or puffy pop-outs with complemen- 
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patagonia 

CAN’T FIND THE STYLES 
OR COLORS YOU WANT?? 

We’ve got them! 

Ski Jackets, 

Ski Pants, 

Shells, 

Down, 

Nanos, 

Fleece, 3' 

and more! 

HEY SANTA, NEW STAHDUP 
PADDLEBOARDS FROM $649 

B 

Telemark Gift 

Demo Center Certificates 

Layaways 


‘Inspired by Gruppe’ In the early 1940s, Emile A. Gruppe, who would become one of Vermont’s most renowned 
landscape painters, was a prominent member of the decade-old Northern Vermont Artist Association. Gruppe lived most of the year 
in Gloucester, Mass., but liked to spend the late fall and early spring in Jeffersonville, Vt. Unlike other painters who fawn over the 
Green Mountain State’s fiery foliage and verdant fields, Gruppe was drawn to the grayness of a landscape in flux. Current members of 
the NVAA are showing their work in a show called “Inspired by Gruppe” at the late painter’s eponymous gallery in Jericho through 
December 23. Pictured: “Porter Farm, Cambridge, Vt." by Janet Bonneau. 


Now Open in Ferrisburgn 


Every Friday & 
Saturday 1 0 am - 6 pm 

Barr Hill Gin & Barr Hill Vodka, 
Caledonia Elderberry Cordial 
Caledonia Winery Honey 
Wine/ Mead 





GROUP EXHIBIT: Photography by Jaques Burke 
and Kristen Watson: paintings by Marie LaPre 
Grabon and Leslie McCool: mixed-media work by 
Maria Anghelache and Alan Arnold: collage work 
by Elizabeth Nelson and Erika Lawlor Schmidt: and 
sculpture by Janet Van Fleet. Through April 30 at 
Maltex Building in Burlington. Info. 865-7166. 
GROUP HOLIDAY ART exhibit: work by members 
of the artists' collective. Through January 26 at 
Studio 266 in Burlington. Info. 578-2512. 

GROUP SHOW: Works by Lorraine Manley, Nancy 
Dwyer, (michael smith), Ray Brown. Clark Derbes, 
Elizabeth Nelson and Ron Hernandez. Curated by 
SEABA, Through February 28 at The Innovation 
Center of Vermont in Burlington, Info, 859-9222. 
HALEY BISHOP: Mixed-media pieces inspired 
from pen-and-ink illustrations, watercolors. 

31 at Vintage Inspired in Burlington. Info, 

HARRY POTTER'S WORLD: RENAISSANCE 
SCIENCE. MAGIC AND MEDICINE : A traveling 

Library of Medicine to explore Harry Potter's 



JACKSON TUPPER: Line drawings transposed 
from the Burlington artist's freshman-year note- 

January 31 at Signal Kitchen In Burlington. Info. 



KELLY SCHULZE: Animal portraiture by the owner 
of Mountain Dog Photography. Through January 15 
at The Gal lery at Phoenix Books in Essex Junction. 

'LABOR OF LOVE': An exhibit featuring photos 
of and excerpts from interviews with women 
who are passionate about their work, are an 
inspiration to others and exemplify excellence in 
their field. Created by Vermont Works for Women 
In collaboration with the Vermont Folklife Center: 
WINOOSKI HOLIDAY ART MARKET: Art, crafts 
and other locally made products from around 
the region. Open Wednesday through Saturday, 

11 a.m.-8 p.m,: Sunday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Through 
December 31 at Winooski Welcome Center & 
Gallery. Info, 6SS-8900. 

'LATITUDE/LONGITUDE: WEAVING THEMES. 
ASSEMBLING STORIES': Reflections on identity 
and geographical coordinates by Bren Alvarez. 
Merche Bautista and Tina Escaja. Through 
December 30 at Flynndog in Burlington. Info. 

LEAH VAN REES: Landscape and seascape paint- 
ings. Through December 31 at Metropolitan Gallery, 
Burlington City Hall. Info. 86S-7166. 


JANE ANN KANTOR: Abstract acrylic paintings. 
Through December 31 at Fiddlehead Brewing 
Company in Shelburne. Info. 318-2225. 


LINCOLN HALLORAN: Impasto paintings from the 
artist’s 'Sunday Studio' series. Through January 31 
at Speaking Volumes in Burlington. Info, 540-0107, 


JEAN LUC DUSHIME: The Hands of Hope.' a 
photographic celebration of immigrants and 
former refugees who have rebuilt their lives in 
a new country. Through January 31 at ArtsRiot 
Gallery in Burlington. Info, artsriot.com. 

JENNA ENDRESEN: 'Circling Back.' mandalas 
created with pen and ink and other media. Through 
January 25 at New City Galerie in Burlington. Info. 

JESSE AZARIAN: "To Boldly Search for Bacon. " 
paintings by the Vermont artisL Through 
December 31 at Red Square in Burlington. Info, 

JILL madden: Landscapes in oil, in the skyway: 
JIM MOORE: Photographs, in Gates 1-8: JOAN 
HOFFMAN: 'Sand Dunes' and 'Cathedral Rocks; 
landscapes in oil. Escalator. Through December 
31 at Burlington Airport in South Burlington. Info. 

JOHN ANDERSON: 'Drawings: 2006-2012 
Constructed Conceptual; four bodies of work 
by the Vermont-based artist and architect in 
which paper and graphite drawings are cut. tom. 
rolled, twisted, folded and painted to create 
sculptural objects: JASON HANASIK: 'Fall in Line; 
photographs and video projections that aim to 
unpack traditional Western expectations related 

context of the military. Through January 19 at BCA 
Center in Burlington. Info, 865-7166. 

JOLENE GARANZHA & DANA DALE LEE: 

•MotherFather; prints by Garanzha; paintings by 
Lee. Through January 31 at Vintage Jewelers in 

JOY HUCKINS-NOSS: 'The Texture of Light' oil 
paintings of the Vermont landscape. Through 
January 2 at Pompanoosuc Mills in Burlington. 

JULIE WARREN: Paintings inspired by the 
wildflowers of the North Country. Through January 
15 at Vermont Farm Table in Burlington. Info. 
888-425-8838. 


LYNN BEACH & JOYCE CARROLL: A holiday window 
display created in collaboration with the Lake 
Champlain Land Trust. Through January 15 at The 
Green Life in Burlington. Info, 862-4150. 

MARIANNE DEVAUX: Food-themed artworks. 
Through February 27 at Pine Street Deli in 
Burlington. Info, 862-9614. 

MARK BOEDGES. One Year Anniversary Show; 
new paintings by the plein-air artist. Through 
December 29 at Mark Boedges Fine Art Gallery in 
Burlington. Info, 735-7317. 


MATTHEW & MAGGIE ROSE BOGOSIAN: "Folk 
Heart; a brother-sister photogn b 
that explores the relationship between the 
man-made and natural worlds. Through Decembe 
31 at city Market in Burlington. Info, 861-9700. 


NICHOLAS HEILIG: Work by the Burlington artist. 
Curated by SEABA. Through February 28 at VCAM 
studio in Burlington. Info. 859-9222. 


Intricately crafted objects, including masks, 
textiles and weaponry, from indigenous cultures 
of the Pacific Islands. Through May 24 at Fleming 
Museum, UVM, in Burlington. Info, 656-0750. 


PHILIP BROU: 'Central casting' paintings of 
veteran film extras. Through February 1 at offic 
Hours Gallery in Burlington. Info, officehours 
gallery.blogspot.com. 


'PROJECTS OF 8’: Work in a variety of media by 
visual art majors at the Community College of 

Co-op Gallery in Burlington. Info, 540-0376. 


SENIOR DEGREE PROJECT PRESENTATIONS: 

senior work by student photographers: 'Time 
Through Light* by Melanie Despres: ‘Dissent 
and Dissonance: Occupy and the Re-ignition of 
American Radicalism' by Dylan Kelley: and 'On 
Island Time: A Portrait of South Andros' by Hall 
Wolklln. Through December 14 at The Gallery at 



kWarm your home with Danfort, h Oil Lamps!) 


www.danforthpewter.con 


Don't forget... Danforth Ornaments 
Buy 6 get 1 Free! 


Quechee Gorge Village 
5573 Woodstock Rd 


Catering quality 
at deli prices. 

Imaginative appetizers and finger-foods 
for a festive cocktail party, or a complete 
dinner for you and your guests. 

We make everything here, 
and we're passionate about our 
fresh ingredients. Cali or visit 
our website for more. 


M-Sa 8-8 / Su 8-7 / Shelburne Village / 985-8520 / shelburnesupermarket.com 



Living Wafers Family Church 
Loving God - Serving People 


"Come join us as we worship the God that 
cares about you and your life, the God 
that still performs miracles today, the God 
that loves you more than you know.” 

Sunday Service 10 a.m. 

Pastor JD Duval 



BURLINGTON-AREA SHOWS 


5 David Drive • Essex Junction, VT • 802-310-9666 

www.thelivingwatersfamilychurch.org 



art 
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shaped paintings': Work by Johnson Stale 
College art students. The show is dedicated to the 
late Marc Awodey, who taught at Johnson for a 
decade. Through December 23 at Muddy Waters in 
Burlington. Info, 635-I31S. 

SMALL WORKS & ORNAMENTS': Artist-made 

holiday ornaments and works smaller than 12 
square inches: 'SMALL gifts under $so’: work by 
10 local artists in the Backspace Gallery. Through 
January 26 at SPAC-E. Gallery In Burlington. Info. 

'SOUTH END HOLIDAY SHOP AR 

Artist-made holiday gifts such as greeting c; 
jewelry, glassware and many other crafts. Th 
December 31 at SEABA Center In Burlington. Info, 

STEVE CLARK: Watercolor, acrylic and mixed- 
media works depicting iconic Vermont scenes. 
Through February 28 at Shelburne Vineyard. Info, 

Work by 11 Vermont 


their own art. Through December 29 at Mezzanine 
Gallery, Fletcher Free Library, in Burlington. Info. 

THIS PLACE OF VISION: 21ST ANNUAL WINTER 
GROUP EXHIBIT': Work by more than a dozen 
artists. Including featured artist Kerry 0. Furlani. 
Through January 31 at Furchgott Sourdiffe Gallery 


1Y WILUAM BLAKE AND 
LEONARD BASKIN’: Works dealing with a range 
of charged political, social and religious themes: 

- T0 N | 0HT . John SINGER 

CK IN FASHION': An exhibit 
role in popularizing the color 

ing. Through December 14 at Fie 


cameron Howard: Hand-pa 


Graveyards,' photographs of Vermont's historic, 
artistic and spooky cemeteries. Through December 
31 at Main Street Museum in White River Junction. 
Info. 356-2776. 

ELLEN URMAN: 'Mirror. Mirror on the Wall...' a 

Through January 1 at Contemporary Dance S 
Fitness Studio in Montpelier. Info. 229-4676. 

'EXPRESSIONS': Bl 

i Mlllarc. Pa 

y Whitcomb and Johanne Durocher 
Yordan. Through January 27 at Vermont Institute 
of Contemporary Arts In Chester. Info. 875-1018. 
HOLIDAY SHOW: Member artworks, including 
small, unframed pieces for holiday gifting. Througl 
January 31 at TWO Rivers Printmaking Studio in 
White River Junction. Info. 295-5901. 

'HOLIDAY SHOW 2012': Works priced under 
$1000. Through January 13 at BigTown Gallery in 

KAT CLEAR & TORIN PORTER: 'Unfamiliar Picnic.' 
works by the Vermont sculptors. Through January 
4 at Goddard Art Gallery in Montpelier. Info, 


Designs,' artworks upcycled from furniture. 
Through January 1 at Red Hen Bakery & Cafe in 
Middlesex. Info, 496-7895. 

sculptor Pat Musick. Through May 10 at the Gre; 
Hall in Springfield. Info, 885-3061. 

MYRA HUDSON: Landscape and figure oil paint 
ings by the Royalton artist. Through January 18 
Tunbridge Public Library. Info. 889-9404. 


Vermont art co-op: Vanessa Santos Eugenio, 
Katherine Taylor-McBroom and Carrie Wicks. 
Through December 31 at Uncommon Grounds in 
Burlington. Info. 865-6227. 
central 

'1861-1862: TOWARD A HIGHER MORAL PURPOSI 

An exhibition exploring the experiences of Norwic 
University alumni who rough! in the Civil War. 
featuring photographs, artwork, weapons and 
equipment, including a cannon likely used by 
Norwich cadets. Through April 30 at Sullivan 
Museum & History center. Norwich university, in 
Northfield. Info. 485-2183. 

ARTISTS' bazaar: Jewelry and cutlery by Stacy 


and assemblage by David Powell; glass work by 
Oecember 24 at Scavenger Gallery in White River 

ATHENA TASIOPOULOS: 'Transcend; found photo- 
graphs embellished with graphite, watercolor and 
acrylic. Through December 30 at Capitol Grounds 
in Montpelier. Info, curator@capitolgrounds.com. 


SANDRA HELLER 8ISSEX: Photography. SC 
brushwork and col lages that focus on the i 
of light and dark. Through Oecember 31 at 
Craftsmen in Montpelier. Info, 229-0086. 
SUSAN ABBOTT: 'Paris/Provence.' still-life 
landscape paintings. Through January 18 ; 


HARPER: GRAPHIC WORK FROM THE CENTER 
FOR CARTOON STUDIES. Through February 3 at 
Montshire Museum of Science in Norwich. Info. 

'CELEBRATE': Locally made pottery, scarves, 
paintings, jo 


cvmc.org/art-gallery. 

SUSAN BULL RILEY: Oil 
by the Vermont artist. Through February 28 at 
Vermont Thrush Restaurant in Montpelier. Info. 

'THE HOLLY 8. THE IVY': A holiday exhibition and 
sale of art and fine crafts by local and out-of-state 
artists. Through January 26 at Nuance Gallery in 
Windsor. Info. 674-9616. 

'THE MARY AZARIAN FAMILY EXHIBIT': Painting! 
fabric collages, wood-cut prints and books by 
Ethan Azarian, Melissa Knight. Jesse Azarian. Tim 
Azarian. Willaiwan Phonjan and Mary Azarian. 
Through December 31 at Kellogg-Hubbard Library 

Theodore KAYE: Photographs from central Asia 


rom buzkashi. a fierce version of polo o 
ck. Through January 27 at Blinking Ligl 
Gallery in Plainfield. Info. 454-0141. 

TRACY PESCHE: Nature-inspired works in painl 
wood, clay and wire. Through January 7 at The 


'ds, jewelry and more, on 
Through December 28 at SI 
Barre. Info, 479-7069. 


ile for the holidays. 






Vermont Artisans Craft Gallery Seriously? You 

haven’t even thought about the gifts you still need to buy? Get yourself into the giving 
spirit, stat. One place to start is the Vermont Artisans Craft Gallery in the Burlington 
Town Center. There, in a pop-up gallery geared toward the holidays, you can find 
everything from watercolors to mittens to jewelry to specialty foods, seven days a week 
through December 31. Talk about buying local. Pictured: aprons by Woodstock-based 
Blue Star Vermont. 


'WE ARE VERMONT strong': Artworks created in 



Champlain valley 

'14TH ANNUAL GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
COMPETITION AND exhibit': Edible creations 



'2012 WINTER ALL MEMBERS SHOW'. An annual 


artists of the FOREST': Abenaki baskets. 
Acadian wood carvings, birchbark canoes. 

13 traditional artists from the Northern Forest 
region: el emigrante de hidalgo, Mexico: 

IMAGINES DE Ml ALMA/IMAGES FROM MY 

SOUL': Paintings, drawings and sculptures by 
one of the anonymous artists featured in last 
spring's migrant farmworker project, "Invisible 
odysseys': PETE SUTHERLAND: cut-paper 
collage by the nationally known Vermont fiddle 

in Middlebury. Info, 388-4964. 

CAROLYN SHATTUCK: Works created by layering 
individual monoprint plates over one another 

and line. Through April 1 at Brandon Music. Info, 
465-4071. 



BECOME A GIFTED 
SHOPPER. INSTANTLY 
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Buy Local! Support your neighbors this holiday season. 
Pick up a copy of the 2012/2013 Buy Local Book 
at a retailer near you. Locations at 
localfirstvermont.org 



CHAMPLAIN VALLEY I 
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CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



" Everyone was so fabulous. Dr. Ehret ivas 
wonderful. He told me exactly what to do 
and managed to make me feel calm. It could 
not have been better. " 

On Monday evening, December 3, Aiden 
Lucas Stubbs was born. His lovely mama 
Tara worked at the hospital all day, thought 
perhaps she was in labor in the afternoon 
so her husband Lucas took her home - for 
just a few hours - and they then returned - 
for just a few hours - before their sweet, 
beautiful son was born. Fabulous indeed. 
Mom, Dad and baby. Aiden weighs 7lb/9oz 
and is about 20 inches long. He looks a lot 
like his daddy. He was sleeping comfortably 
in his mother’s arms when we came by so 
there is no evidence of such, but we're 
hoping his smile is as beautiful as his mom’s. 
He’s mighty cute so chances are.... The 
happy Stubbs family lives in Barre. We wish 
them all the best - with continued ease. 



Roger E. Ehret. 
MD. Ob/Gyn 



Gail, RN. 
Ob Nurse 



Tracey. RN. 
Ob Nurse 



Carolyn Lorenz- 
Greenberg, MD. 
Pediatician 



Stevie. RN, CBE, 
IBCLC, Lactation 
Consultant 



Best Hospital 



= C entral Vermont Medical Center 

= Central To Your Well Being / cvmc.org 

Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 



‘Labor of Love’ For its 25th anniversary this year, Vermont Works for 
Women set out to celebrate the spirit of its founders. So it paired up with the Vermont 
Folkiife Center to create “Labor of Love," a photographic exhibit featuring 29 women 
— chosen from 150 nominated statewide — who do powerful work. They are dairy 
farmers, police officers, filmmakers, tattoo artists and doctors. Mary Claire Carroll, who 
photographed them, writes, “My goal was always to make the portrait shoot fun and to 
bring out her passion, not just for her work, but for life as well.” You’ll find these women 
at the Winooski Welcome Center & Gallery through December 31. Pictured: “Meredith 
Muse Martin of Shady Lady Tattoo Parlour.” 
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CONTEMPORARY JEWELS: AN OFFERING': 

Works by five artists of Tibetan heritage 
presented in honor of the Oalai Lama's recent visit 
to Middlebury. Through January 11 at Oavis Family 
Library, Middlebury College. Info. 443-5235. 

DEB RUNGE: "Naturally Vermont' watercolors by 
the retired elementary school teacher. Through 
December 28 at Carpenter-Carse Library in 
Hinesburg. Info, 482-2878. 

FIFTH ANNUAL holiday SHOW: Art and fine crafts 
by 27 regional artists. Through December 31 at 
Jackson Gallery, Town Hall Theater, In Middlebury. 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST: Participants 
display their edible holiday creations for people's- 
choice voting. Through December 15 at Chaffee Art 
Center in Rutland. Info. 775-0356. 

'IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON': A holiday 

show of member artworks priced under S200. 
Through January IS at Brandon Artists Guild. Info. 

PETER WOLF: 'Country Life & Rock N Roll; a 33- 
year retrospective of the Jericho photographer's 
work, from black-and-white nature shots to a 
portrait of Carlos Santana. Through December 
20 at Mt. Mansfield Community Television in 
Richmond. Info. 434-2550. 

'SMALL WORKS SHOW': Paintings, drawings, 
photographs and mixed-media constructions — all 

than 20 gallery artists: VCEVY STREKALOVSKY: 

Paintings by the 1960 Middlebury College 
graduate. Through January 2 at Edgewater Gallery 
in Middlebury. Info. 458-0098. 

'TRAINS! TRAINS! TRAINS!': An elaborate, 
three-level electric-train display with a background 
painted by local artist Gayl Braisted. Through 
January 12 at Sheldon Museum in Middlebury. Info, 


northern 

ANN FAISON: 'Backyard Birds and Trees; 
watercolors. Through January 14 at Parker Pie 
Co. in West Glover. Info. S2S-3366. 

ARTS FUNDRAISER show: Easily portable and 
affordable works of art by students, faculty and 
local artists; proceeds benefit Johnson State 
College's Visual Arts Center. Through December 
15 at Julian Scott Memorial Gallery. Johnson 
State College. Info. 635-1251. 

BARN PAINT OUT': Plein-air paintings of 
Center Town Hall. Info. 849-2049. 

DECEMBER SHOW: Bentwood boxes by Carl 
Newton, photography by Maggy Young and 
paintings by Jim Foote and Martha Ohliger. 
Through December 29 at Artist in Residence 
Cooperative Gallery in Enosburg Falls. Info, 

GAYLEEN AIKEN: A Grand view; paintings 
and drawings of the Vermont landscape made 
between 1958 and 2000. Through December 31 
at GRACE in Hardwick. Info. 472-6857. 

HARLAN MACK: 'Waking Rage: The Tank Ages; 
the local sculptor and mixed-media artist's MFA 
thesis show. Through December 20 at Vermont 
Studio Center Gallery II in Johnson. Info. 

HIDDEN TREASURES': Works by 25 deceased 
artists from the personal collections of 

MARTIN: Paintings. Through Oecember 30 at 
Bryan Memorial Gallery in Jeffersonville. Info, 


'INSPIRED BY GRUPPE': Work by members 
Northern Vermont Artist Association. Throi 


of the 
ugh 



southern 

watercolors and pastels. Through December 



LINDA DURKEE: The Poetry of Color; collages. 

at The Gallery at Equinox Village in Manchester 
Center, Info. 362-4061. 


regional 



‘CROSSING CULTURES': A survey of Australia's 



HOLIDAY SALON: Work by a variety of artists. 


ONCE UPON A TIME... IMPRESSIONISM: GREAT 
FRENCH PAINTINGS FROM THE CLARK’: A 





CANOES KAYAKS STAND UP PADDLEBOARDS 


AGE/SEX/FIXED: 4-1/2-year-old, neutered male 
BREED; Mixed breed/unknown 

REASON HERE: Owner did not have enough time for him 
SUMMARY: Check out those ice-blue eyes. Duke is a 
heartbreaker. We can picture him in a 10-gallon hat. 
shooting the breeze in an Old West saloon, charming 
blushing ladies with his casual swagger and nonchalant 
charm. He's up for any adventure; simply point the way. 
And yes, girls, he's got manners. Just don't let him catch 
wind of an outlaw cat burglar, 'cause those feline types'll 
find themselves in a draw. If you’re due a good swoon, 
come on down to HSCC to meet this handsome fella. 
Just mind the drool in his drawl. 


Visit me at HSCC, 142 Kindness Court, South Burl- 
ington, Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 6 p.m., or 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 862-013S. 


Canoe^^mport^ 


370 Dorset Street 
S. Burlington, VT 
802.651.8760 
'ww.canoeimports.cor 







D irected by Ken Burns, his daugh- 
ter, Sarah Burns, and her hus- 
band, David McMahon, this doc- 
umentary (upcoming at the Savoy 
Theater in Montpelier) tells the shocking 
story of five Harlem teenagers framed for a 
shocking crime. And, as you watch the story 
unfold, one of the things you may find most 
shocking is the revelation that, in a very' real 
sense, you’re part of it. 

If you’re like me, you vividly recall the 
headlines and television news reports con- 
cerning the Central Park jogger. In the 
early hours of April 20, 1989, a 28-year-old 
white woman who'd been running in the 
park was found with her skull crushed, her 
hands bound and her clothes bloodstained 
and scattered. The media didn't release her 
name at the time, but it had no qualms about 
identifying the black and Latino young men 
charged with the crime. 

Within a matter of days, Antron McCray, 
Kevin Richardson, Raymond Santana, Khar- 
ey Wise and Yusef Salaam had confessed, 
and New York mayor Ed Koch, who had de- 
clared the assault “the crime of the century,” 
was singing the NYPD's praises. All five 
were eventually convicted and sentenced 


to stretches ranging from seven to 13 years. 
And, if you’re like me, that’s the way you re- 
member the story ending. 

Which is only one of many injustices suf- 
fered by the Central Park Five, as it turns out. 
What the media failed to cover as sensation- 
ally as it had covered their arrest, prosecu- 
tion and conviction was their complete ex- 
oneration by an appeals court in 2002 after a 
serial rapist confessed to the assault and af- 
ter the five had served every day of their sen- 
tences. A miscarriage of justice on this scale 
would have been tragic had it resulted from 
an honest mistake — but, as this meticulously 
researched movie makes clear, honesty had 
little to do with it. What was done to the five 
young men was nothing short of a crime in 

Based in part on Sarah Burns’ 2011 book 
The Central Park Five: A Chronicle of a City 

Wilding, the film offers a spellbinding re-cre- 
ation of events on that fateful night. We learn 
that the police picked up the young men be- 
cause they’d been part of a group of 30 or 
so, some of whom had caused trouble in the 
park. They were in custody before the rape 
and beating of the jogger were reported and 
were about to be released when the news 


came in. The five, now in their thirties, recall 
how officers immediately split them up and 
pressured them to incriminate one another. 
Deprived of sleep, food and water (not to 
mention legal representation) for more than 
30 hours, each eventually confessed on cam- 
era, relying on details of the crime provided 
by their handlers. 

Tellingly, no one from the police depart- 
ment or prosecutor’s office agreed to be in- 
terviewed for the film. Among the movie's 
talking heads, however, is a psychologist 
who explains, “The goal is to break the 
suspect down to helplessness and despair. 
Once the confession is taken, it trumps 
everything else." 

Burns and co. piece together a picture of a 
department whose employees are willing to 
extract coerced admissions at any cost. 

In one of the picture's most powerful 
sequences, we see the actual video record- 
ings. Beyond revealing that these were, for 
all practical purposes, scared and confused 


children, the recordings show clearly that 
their confessions were forced. The accounts 
contradict one another and leave out key 
facts. Then there’s the minor detail that not 
one of the five actually admits to committing 
the crime. 

“I wish I had been more skeptical as a 
journalist," admits New York Times colum- 
nist Jim Dwyer. “A lot of people didn't do 
their jobs — reporters, police, prosecutors, 
defense attorneys. Truth, reality and justice 
were not part of it." At least, not until now. 
The young men filed a lawsuit against the 
city and the police deportment, which has 
languished in the courts for almost 10 years. 
Maybe the wheels of justice will turn a little 
faster now that this impassioned film has put 
the five back in the spotlight. 

RICK KISONAK 

inn 


Compliance ★★★★ 

The Loneliest Planet icirki 



S till catching up on Thanksgiving 
movie releases? Waiting for The 
Hobbit ? The studios haven't given 
you many alternatives this week, 
or us much to review, so I thought I’d take 
this time to preview two offbeat little movies 
that are sure to start arguments. 

That's right; thorny discussions of topics 
such as gender, courage and moral responsi- 
bility. Conversations that might lead to yell- 
ing — or to revelations about yourself and 
your loved ones. 

Take the scenario at the heart of Craig 
Zobel's indie drama Compliance (screening 
on December 20, 7 p.m. at Main Street Land- 
ing Performing Arts Center in Burlington, 
see State of the Arts, this issue; and on DVD 
January 8). If you received a call at work 
from someone who identified himself as a 
police officer, told you your employee was a 
suspected thief and instructed you to strip- 
search her, what would you do? 

When similar situations played out in 
real life at 70 fast-food restaurants around 
the country, more than a few managers com- 
plied with the caller's requests. Inspired by 
the most notorious of these incidents, which 


led to trauma, a broken engagement and law- 
suits, Compliance is not easy to watch. 

Zobel dramatizes the events in graphic 
detail, an approach some viewers have found 
exploitive. But three powerful performanc- 
es — from Ann Dowd as the stressed-out, 
well-meaning manager; Dreama Walker as 
the teenage employee; and Pat Healy as the 
caller — keep the film anchored in believable 
human emotions. 

For better or worse. Compliance is the 
only film of 2012 that had me actively booing 
its villain — a mundane monster who doesn’t 
need to touch his victims to scar them for life 
— and cheering for the person who becomes 
its hero by default. Some viewers will angrily 
insist that no heroism was required, because 
anyone of reasonable intelligence would 
have simply ... said no. But can we be sure? 

L ikewise, it’s tempting to think that, 
faced with a potentially deadly 
threat, you’d make the selfless, 
courageous choice without having 
to think it over. But would you? 

I can't say more without spoiling the only 
real action in The Loneliest Planet (upcoming 


at the Savoy Theater in Montpelier), the sec- 
ond feature from writer-director Julia Lok- 
tev ( Day Night Day Night). This minimalist 
film about an engaged couple (Gael Garcia 
Bernal and Hani Furstenberg) traversing 
the Caucasus Mountains with a Georgian 
guide (Bidzina Gujabidze) has little plot or 
spoken dialogue; some viewers may find it 
an endurance test. Others may be mesmer- 
ized by the lush strangeness of the landscape 
and fascinated by the eloquence of the char- 
acters' body language as their relationships 
undergo startling realignments. Furstenberg, 
whose expressive face serves as a barometer 
of those changes, is an actress to watch. 


While The Loneliest Planet is a self-con- 
scious art film, with long, wide shots remi- 
niscent of Meek’s Cutoff, it's also true to the 
experience of being a stranger in a strange 
land. Anyone who's had occasion to use 
Lonely Planet guides is likely to recognize 
some of the awkward, ambiguous situations 
occasioned by a culture clash or a language 
barrier. But speaking the same language 
doesn’t prevent the central couple from real- 
izing, as they approach the end of their jour- 
ney, that even people in love will always be, 

MARGOT HARRISON 




NEW IN THEATERS 

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY: 

J.R.R. Tolkien's relatively brief prequel to The 
Lord of the Rings, chronicling Bilbo Saggins' 
quest to reclaim a dragon’s treasure, is slated 
to become three long movies. This first install- 
ment of the new fantasy series is directed 
by LOTR ’s Peter Jackson and stars Martin 
Freeman, Ian McKellen. Richard Armitage 
and Andy serkis. (170 min. PG-13. Essex 
[3-D], Majestic |3-Dj. Marquis (3-0). Palace, 
Paramount (3-D). Roxy, Stowe) 

NOW PLAYING 

ANNA KARENINA**** Keira Knightleyand 
Jude Law star in this adaptation of Tolstoy's 
novel about adultery among the 19th-century 
St. Petersburg aristocracy, scripted by Tom 
Stoppard and directed by Joe (Atonement) 
Wright. With Aaron Taylor-Johnson and 
Domhnall Gleeson. (130 min. R. Roxy, Savoy) 
ARGO*** Ben Affleck plays a covert agent 
who uses a daring deception to try to rescue 
Americans trapped in Iran during the hostage 
crisis in this drama based on actual events. 
With John Goodman. Alan Arkin and Bryan 
Cranston. Affleck directed. (120 min. R. 
Majestic. Palace, Roxy) 

CHASING ice*** 1/2 Jeff Orlowski's documen- 
tary follows the quest of photographer James 
Balog to record graphic, undeniable evidence 
of climate change through global footage of 
glaciers in retreat, (76 min. PG-13. savoy) 
FLIGHT **1/2 Denzel Washington plays an airline 
pilot whose heroism in an emergency is questioned 
after certain circumstances come to light in this 
drama from director Robert (cast Away) Zemeckis. 
With Don Cheadle and John Goodman. (139 min. R. 
Essex. Majestic, Marquis. Welden) 


ratings 

★ = refund, please 

★ * = could've been worse, but not a lot 

★ = has its moments; so-so 
•*■*■** = smarter than the average bear 
**★** = as good as it gets 
RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWED 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON ARE 
COURTESY OF METACRITIC.COM, WHICH AVERAGES 
SCORES GIVEN BY THE COUNTRY'S MOST WIDELY 
READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


KILLING THEM SOFTLY*** Brad Pitt plays a 
mob hitman in this darkly comic thriller based 
on a George V. Higgins novel and updated to 
the 2008 recession. With Richard Jenkins and 
Ray Liotta. Andrew (The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert Ford ) Dominik 
directed. (98 min. R. Capitol, Essex. Majestic) 
LIFE OF PI **** Ang Lee directed this 
adaptation of Yann Martel’s best-selling novel 
about a zookeeper's son who finds himself 
adrift in a boat with an assortment of hungry 
animals, starring Adil Hussain. Irrfan Khan and 
Suraj Sharma. (126 min, PG. Capitol (3-D). Essex 
(3-D), Majestic (3-D). Palace. Roxy. Welden (3-D|) 
LINCOLN***** Steven Spielberg directs 
this look inside Honest Abe’s cabinet during 
the Civil War, as the president (Daniel 
Day-Lewis) works to gather the political capital 
to pass the 13th Amendment. Playwright Tony 
Kushner scripted. With Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
Tommy Lee Jones and Sally Field. (150 min. PG. 
Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Palace. Roxy) 

THE PERKS OF BEING A WALLFLOWER* **1/2 
Stephen Chbosky directed this adaptation 
of his 1999 novel about a shy, troubled high 
schooler (Logan Lerman) who blooms when 
he joins a group of quirky friends. With Emma 
Watson and Ezra Miller. (102 min. PG-13. Palace. 
Roxy. Stowe) 

PLAYING FOR KEEPS *1/2 Soccer moms slaver 
and swoon over Gerard Butler, as a sports 
star fallen on hard times who finds himself 
coaching his kid's team. Will movie-goers be 
as welcoming to him in this rom com? With 
Jessica Biel. Uma Thurman and Catherine 
Zeta- Jones. Gabriele (Seven Pounds) Muccino 
directed. (106 min. PG-13. Capitol. Essex. 

RED DAWN *1/2 In this remake of the 1984 
Cold War flick, teens survive the invasion of 
the U.S. by North Koreans and leam to fight 
back. The TV-pretty guerrillas include Chris 
Hemsworth. Josh Hutcherson and Isabel 
Lucas. Dan Bradley makes his directorial debut. 
(93 min. PG-13. Essex. Majestic. Palace) 

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS*** Santa, the 
Easter Bunny, the Tooth Fairy and other 
childhood icons team up, Avengers-style, to 
combat a world-threatening menace in this 
DreamWorks family animation. With the voices 
of Alec Baldwin. Chris Pine. Hugh Jackman. Isla 

NOW PLAYING » P.95 



GET THEM 
[MOVING THIS 


LET’S MAKE 
EXCELLENT 
HAPPEN. 


New Balance Orthotics offer the quality 
and support of a custom orthotic. 
at an OFF-THE-SHELF price. 

*60 VALUE... 

NOW JUST *50! 

Give the gift of a New Balance 
Orthotics Gift Card, good towards 
a shoe fitting and a set of orthotics. 


HE SAID MJ? 


For breaking local news 
and political commentary, 
go straight to the source: 


off ★ ★★★★ 

message 

VERMONT’S POLITICS & NEWS BLOG 


sevendaysvt. com/blogs 



movies 


show times 







The Forget-Me-Not Shop 

Route 15 ‘Johnson, Vermont* 802-635-2335 

1 1/2 miles West of the Village ■ Open 7 days a week: 10am-7pm 
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WANT TO SAVE A FEW BUCKS 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 

Famous label off-price 
clothing for Men, Women and Teens... 
at DEEP, DEEP DISCOUNTS! 










Fresh. 

Filtered. 

Free. 


Craving weekday news? Find out what’s 
percolating today. Sign up to receive our 
house blend of local headlines served up 
in one convenient email: 

daily(7) 

sevendaysvt.com/daily7 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


= NEWS QUIRKS BYR0LANDSWEET ^ 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Three men stole items from a property 
in Moultonborough, N.H., after adver- 
tising them as giveaways on Craigslist 
even before they were stolen. Po- 
lice believe the posts were meant to 
provide an alibi, so they could claim 
they were merely responding to the 
advertised offer of free items. “It is 
very bold, especially when you put 
that out on the internet, and others are 
viewing it at the same time, probably 
going to show up as well," Detective 
Stephen Kessler said. After determin- 
ing the property owner had no inten- 
tion of giving the items away, police 
staked out the address and nabbed 
the suspects in the act. (Manchester’s 
WMUR-TV) 

What Could Go Wrong? 

U.S. military drones overseas are 
crashing with increasing frequency, 
including at civilian airports. Air Force 
investigators blamed the mishaps on 
pilot error, mechanical failure, soft- 
ware glitches and poor coordination 
with civilian air-traffic controllers. U.S. 
drone crews in Djibouti, where five 
Predator drones have crashed, singled 
out Djiboutians as a factor, complain- 
ing they speak poor English, are 
“short-tempered” and are uncomfort- 
able having Predators in their airspace. 
(The Washington Post) 

Inflated Statistics 

The surge in popularity of inflatable 
bounce houses in the United States 
corresponds to a rash of related ac- 
cidents. A nationwide study published 
in the journal Pediatrics found fewer 
than 1,000 reported bounce-house in- 
juries in 1995 but nearly 11,000 in 2010. 
That averages 30 children a day being 
treated in emergency rooms for broken 
bones, sprains, cuts and concussions 
resulting from children falling inside 
or out of the bounce houses, or collid- 
ing with each other. More than one- 
third of the injured children are 5 and 
younger. (Associated Press) 

Medical Emergencies 

After frequent attacks on doctors, In- 
dian hospitals started hiring well-built 
nightclub bouncers, bodyguards and 
wrestlers to keep order in emergency 
rooms and labor rooms. Relatives and 
friends often become agitated and go 
on rampages after patients die or are 
suspected of having been mistreated. 
Thousands of attacks occur in Indian 
hospitals every year, according to Dr. 
Narendra Saini of the Indian Medical 
Association, who noted families feel 
especially cheated at expensive hos- 
pitals, explaining, “They expect their 
patient to live because that's what they 
paid for.” (Associated Press) 


Deal Junkies 

Nearly three of every four shoppers ac- 
customed to discounted prices at retail 
stores said they wouldn’t buy a given 
item without a discount of at least 50 
percent. A survey by the consumer re- 
search firm America’s Research Group 
found that deep discounts eat away at 
already slim profits, but retailers have 
only themselves to blame, because dis- 
counting during a down economy has 
conditioned shoppers to expect it. Ev- 
eryday pricing “takes some fun out of” 
shopping, Paco Underhill, who studies 
consumer behavior for Envirosell, 
explained. “Sales are just like heroin.” 
(Associated Press) 

Not Here to Talk About 
the Past 

Physician-turned-tea-partyerRep. 
Scott DesJarlais, R-Tenn., easily won 
reelection to a second term as an 
avowed anti-abortion, family values 
candidate, despite testifying at his 
divorce trial that he had "sexual rela- 
tionships with at least two patients, 
three coworkers and a drug repre- 
sentative” while he was married. He 
also admitted supporting his ex-wife’s 
decision to have two abortions before 
they wed and reportedly urged one of 
the patients he had sex with to get an 
abortion. DesJarlais has consistently 
supported anti-abortion legislation, 
scoring the National Right to Life's 
coveted 100 percent rating. ( Chatta- 
nooga Times Free Press) 

Never Happened 

Sheriff’s deputies who stopped Patrick 
Townsend, 30, for driving without a 
seatbelt in Polk County, Fla., found 
32.4 grams of methamphetamine in 
his boxer shorts. They said Townsend 
confessed to trafficking in the drug, 
boasting that he usually deals in kilos, 
not grams. Detective Justin Starr 
recorded the confessions, but when 
he stepped away and left the digital 
recorder on a desk, Townsend grabbed 
it, hid it in his armpit, asked to use the 
bathroom and flushed the recorder 
down the toilet. When he returned 
and saw Starr looking for the recorder, 
he reportedly told him, "Tighten up 
on your job, homie.” (Lakeland’s the 
Ledger) 

Onward, Omnivores 

After Edward Archbold, 32, swallowed 
dozens of live cockroaches and worms 
to win a pet python in an eating con- 
test at a pet shop in Deerfield Beach, 
Fla., he dropped dead. The Broward 
County medical examiner ruled Arch- 
bold choked to death after his airway 
became obstructed with “arthropod 
body parts." (Associated Press) 



Sagittarius 


(Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 

For the last six decades of his life, 
Pablo Picasso created art that was 
adventurous and experimental. 
He didn't invent abstract paint- 
ing, but he was instrumental in 
popularizing it. And yet in his 
early years he was a master of 
realism and had an impressive 
ability to capture the nuances of 
human anatomy. Commenting on 
Picasso’s evolution, travel writer 
Rick Steves says that when he 
was young, “he learned the rules 
he would later so skillfully break.” 

I suspect you’re in a phase of 
your own development when you 
could profit from doing the same 
thing. So I ask you, Sagittarius: 
What are the rules that are so ripe 
for you to bend and twist as you 
graduate to a more mature level of 
self-expression? 


ARI ES (March 21-April 19): Can you manage 
to be both highly alert and deeply relaxed? 
Could you be wildly curious and yet also se- 
renely reflective? Can you imagine yourself 
being extra hungry to crack life's secrets but 
also at peace with your destiny exactly the 
way it is? If you can honestly answer yes to 
those questions, you'll get a lot of help in the 
coming week. The universe may 


■piring to 


TAURUS (April 20 -May 20): In the coming 
week, you would be wise to deal with your 
vulnerability, your fallibility and your own 
personal share of the world's darkness. If you 
refuse to do that, either out of laziness or fear. 
I'm worried that you will reinforce a status quo 
that needs to be overthrown. You may end up 
rationalizing your mistakes, clinging to false 
pride, and running away from challenges that 
could make you smarter and stronger. Don't do 
that. Taurus! Be brave. Be wil ling to see what’s 
difficult to see. There will be big rewards if you 
choose to explore the weaker and less mature 
parts of your personality. 

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): In the 1968 
Olympics, Bob Beamon broke the world record 

the previous mark that the optical device 
designed to calculate it didn't work. Officials 
had to resort to an old-fashioned measuring 
tape. After that, the word "Beamonesque" 
came to signify a feat that vastly outstripped 
all previous efforts. According to my analysis, 
you Geminis will have an excellent chance to 
be Beamonesque in 2013. I expect that you 
will at least surpass your own peak levels of 
accomplishment. If you have not yet launched 
your ascent, get started now. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The fire ants 
that invaded the southern U.S. back in the 
1930s are an annoyance. They swarm and 
bite and sting. The venom they inject makes 


alyou. 


is feel 


hey've I 


Two communities have decided to make the 

Marshall. Texas both stage annual Fire Ant 
Festivals, with events like the Fire Ant Call, the 
Fire Ant Round-Up and the Fire Ant Chili Cook- 
Off. (To win the latter, your dish must contain 
at least one fire ant.) Maybe their example 
could inspire you, Cancerian. Is there any pest 
you could develop a more playful and festive 
relationship with? Could you possibly turn into 
the equivalent of a Fire Ant Whisperer? 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): While reading William 
Kittredge's book The Nature of Generosity, 
I learned about the oldest known sentence 
written in ancient Greek. It was inscribed on a 
wine jug that dates back to 740 B.C. Translated 


FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny e 


most delicately?" I'd love to make something 
like that be your mantra in the coming week. 
Leo. The time is right for you to do more danc- 
ing and playing and sporting than usual — and 
to seek out companions who'd like to help you 
achieve record-breaking levels of those recre- 
ational activities. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In the movie 
Groundhog Day, Bill Murray plays a man who 
gets trapped in a time loop. Over and over 
again, he experiences the same 24 hours. 
When he wakes up each morning, it's still 
February 2. At first it drives him crazy, pushing 
him to the verge of suicide. But eventually he 
decides to use his time wisely. He becomes a 
skil led pianist and a fluent French-speaker. He 
does good deeds and saves people's lives. He 
even learns what he needs to do to win the 
heart of the woman he desires. This transfor- 

freedom. Near the end of the film, he escapes 

looming for you. Virgo. You have a chance to 
break a spell you've been under or slip away 
from a rut you've been in. Generosity may play 


highly useful information. You might feel that 
there's a disjunction between the critical clues 
you need to gather and the ho-hum style in 
which they are offered. It’s OK to be a bit dis- 
gruntled by this problem as long as you prom- 
o remain alert for the partially disguised 


ft fall 


■of the 


unspectacular lesson. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "Instinct tells 
us that sharks are more deadly than delicious 
fatty foods," writes Jason Daley in Discover 


turn of the plot. Just as you're getting ready 

card will appear, transforming the meaning 
of a series of puzzling events. This may not 
generate a perfectly happy ending, but it will 
at least result in an interesting and redemp- 
tive climax. What is the precise nature of that 
X-factor or wild card? Perhaps a big secret will 
be revealed or some missing evidence will 
arrive or a mental block will crumble. And it's 
likely that you will have an epiphany abut how 
valuable your problem has actually been. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Be honest. 
Have you had any of the following symptoms? 
1. Lack of interest in trivial matters and a 
yearning for big holy mysteries. 2. Unfamiliar 
but interesting impulses rising up in you and 
demanding consideration. 3. Fresh insights 
into people and situations you've known a 
long time. 4. An altered sense of the flow of 
time.5.0ut-of-the-blue recall of long-forgot- 
ten memories. If you haven’t experienced any 
of the above. Aquarius, I must be totally off in 
my analysis, and this horoscope isn’t for you. 
But if you've had even two of these symp- 
toms. you are on schedule to get what those 
of us in the consciousness industry call a 
"religious experience." 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You just might 
be able to teach a statue to talk this week 
— or at least coax a useful message out of a 
stone-like person. You could also probably 
extract a delicious clue from out of the dark- 
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In fact, eating food t 
actually bad for us is a far greater threat than 
shark bites. That's just one example of how 
our uneducated urges can sometimes lead 
us astray. I invite you to keep this possibility 
in mind during the coming week. Scorpio. It’s 


adversary or find a small treasure hidden in 
knack for accessing beauty and truth in un- 

else is blind to and love what everyone else 
has given up on. You're practically a super- 
hero. Use your powers wisely, my friend. Be 
benevolently unpredictable. 


B BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & 


T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.CO 


Happy Holidays 

Thank you to our loyal customers 
for all of your support! 
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UNIQUE HOLIDAY GIFTS 

Made with reclaimed building materials f ™ V\f\ 
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STORE 339 Pine Street I Burlington, VT 1 846.4016 
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Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 




MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.25) NEWS QUIRKS (P.96)& FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.97) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-3) & CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-4) 
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ADVENTUROUS HOMEBODY SEEKS 




For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


W51VEM MEN 


ADVENTUROUS MUSICIAN 



QUIRKY OFT ADVENTOUS LASS 

slim lady who is hardworking as an 
RN at Fletcher is looking for a man 
who is open to trying ethnic foods and 
getting outside to enjoy the seasons. 
Dry sense of humor. Enjoys cooking 
and listening to alternative rock music. 
Originally from VT. Gingersnap. 27. □ 


MONKEY PRINCESS 


adjectives in my 'pitch.' I am a ‘Gnarly 



moved to Vermont and need someone 
to show me around! MsKelley, 32, Cl 



the importance of what I do. I am not 


srily interested in a long-term 



CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

1 I See photos of 

this person online. 


TRUE VERMONT YANKEE WOMAN 
SEARCHING 

man who works. I like fishing and 
going to Maine. I am energetic and 
creative. Boredom is my downfall. I 

live theatre. If you think you can deal 
with a independent and self-sufficient 


BBW LOOKING TO ENJOY LIFE 

Local bands, long walks, local events, 
cuddle time ... do you enjoy these 
things too? SWF, 40, looking to make 
a new friend that will hopefully 
lead to more for those activities 
and more. Compatibility wise, I 
would like to meeta male. 37-45, 
who is employed, honest and has a 
sense of humor. VTHonestl, 40 


VIBRANT AND ACTIVE! 

move my body for the sheer joy of 
it. I consider good communicators 
top shelf! Can't wait to meet you! 

BeHappyBeHealthy. 55. 0 


I guess at this point in life I'm open 
to anything. I consider myself to be 
well-rounded and intelligent. I think a 
little loyalty and honesty can go a long 
way. Don't really care to beat around 
the bush. I definitely enjoy people and 
socializing but spending time in is 
equally as enjoyable. is_this Jt 29. d 


NEW ADVENTURES 

I'm looking to get back out there! I am a 
native Vermonter, and while I don’t love 

always draws me back. I love to cook, 
travel, have a son whom I adore, and 
couldn't live without good food and good 

life and in dating. BlueEyedGirl 28. a 



My heart is spacious and broken 
open. If deep feeling scares you, you 
probably should not respond to me. 

I want and need the same in you. I 

every day. I do not want to analyze 
anything. I want the intimacy of sharing 
our humanness, divinator, 42, □ 


LIVE. LOVE AND LAUGH! 

Fun, outgoing, optomistic professional 
who loves to ski, run, hike, live music, 
fine dining looking for someone 

gentleman who knows how to treat 

to live! livelovelaughalways. 53 



looking for a nice man to enjoy sharing 
my time with laughing, talking 
spending good times with. I love to hang 
out at home, watch movies, nice bottle 
of wine, good company or just taking a 



ENERGETIC. FUNNY GUY 

I'm a big, muscular man who's athletic, likes movies of any kind, 
even chick flix. I like to laugh & talk, and love to make people laugh, 
be happy. I'm looking for someone who is genuinely nice, honest 
likes to laugh & talk. I could go on more, but that wouldn't be the 
fun of getting to know me. iceviperl984, 28, Men seeking Women 

People always tell me I'm... A very funny person who can make a 
fool out of myself to make them laugh. 



educated man and happy about where 
I am in life. My right match is outgoing, 
curious and happy about who she is. My 
lifestyle is healthy: walking running and 
any outdoor activities. But I am also of 
the creative type and love to enjoy the 
beautiful things in life, amhappy 4! 






would be really great if someone could 
help me celebrate early. steven2S64. 19 





DeoAjMjAtM^ 


Last year, I corresponded with this guy through 
an online dating site. We wrote back and forth a 
number of times, but we kept pushing back a date 
because he was busy with travel and opening a 
business. Then he just stopped writing back. I was 
bummed, but whatever — I know online dating isn't 
a sure thing, so I just moved on (a bit grudgingly). 
Before you start wondering if this guy was a total 
fraud, I have since seen media coverage of him and 
his business, so I know he's real. I also know he still 
has an active profile on the dating site. 

Now, I'll get to the juicy part of the story. Fast 
forward one year: I was at a craft fair and spotted 
him from across the room. Being the brazen, overly 
confident woman I am, I "accidentally' 1 bumped 
into him, forcing an exchange. I introduced myself, 
and he recognized me right away. We had a quick, 
pleasant exchange with no awkwardness. I was 
hoping that he would get a look at me and not be 
able to resist picking up the conversation again, 
but here I am five days later with no word from him. 
My question for you is: Did I do the right thing by 
forcing a meeting, or did I just embarrass myself? 
What's the etiquette when you see an online 
acquaintance in real life? 


Dating is a full-contact sport, and I commend you 
for not sitting on the sidelines. You did the right 
thing by keeping it short and sweet. Saying, "Hey 
asshole, I'm the best thing you never had" would 
have been too confrontational (yet probably more 
satisfying). 

Sometimes its worth taking a risk and putting 
yourself out there, even if you don't get the 
outcome you're hoping for. For all you know, he 
could have unintentionally dropped the ball 
when life got busy last year. If he were feeling too 
sheepish to reconnect with you, you gave him 
another shot by introducing yourself. As for why he 
hasn't contacted you since bumping into him, I can 
say. What I can tell you is that he's missing out on 
a brave and determined woman who isn’t afraid to 
go after what she wants — traits that will 
well with or without him. 




Need advice? 

Email me at mistress®sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 



When: Friday, December 7. 2012. Where: Barnes 



MAKING MAGIC AT HIGH MOWING 

I spy an awesome team of seed-saving social 
activists. Thank you so much for fighting the 
good fight and showing my friend and I around 
your amazing seed company. Viva Organic! 

When: Wednesday, December 5. 2012. Where: 



to tell ml the amounted just swipe^y 
card, but you couldn't help it and told me 
anywayl You glow; may I buy you a drink? 

Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. A910831 


THE LAST THREE YEARS 

We met on a blind date for your company Christma 
party and I fell for you almost instantly. The last 
two years were great but this 3rd one was rough. I 
lost who l was and unfortunately lost you. I know 
things have been confusing but please forgive 

ILY. When: Thursday. December 17. 2009. Where: 
Stowe. You: Man. Me: Woman. A910828 


GIFTS FOR YOU 

& YOUR SPECIAL SOMEONE 

• Travel size items 

• $50 Gift Cards for $45 

• Limited Edition custom 
& pre-made Gift Sets 

• A $50 surprise inside 
every box for them 




Locations | Hours | Special Offers 


■ salon 

obnens 

www.obrienssalons.com 
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STEPHEN KING 12/1 
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Single? 

You don't need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 



Getting started is easy... 


#1 

#2 


Create a FREE profile on the web 
at sevendaysvt.com/personals. 

Don’t be shy! People who post photos 
and lots of info about themselves 
get the most messages. 

Select the best suitors and reply 
to their messages for FREE. 

Get to know the person over email 
and when you're ready, make a date. 



Want . 
to make 
the first 


After you make 
your own profile, 
you can start a 
conversation with 
any Seven Days 
single for as little 
as $l/day! 


SEVEN DAYS 

PERSONALS 

sevendaysvt.com 




*' » , 0 ' ' « * ** ~ 

, . , , , FREE GUIDED TOURS 

Magi.eHat.Nut 802. 658. BREW T "s»h FR ! 3 ’ 4 s 

5 BARTLETT BAY RD„ SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 05403 ' SUN:’l:30 
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And supremely delicious 
too! Our talented team of 
bakers have come up with an 
array of the most beautiful, 
tasty holiday treats. From 
cookies to cakes to our 
magical Buche de Noel, our 
Bake Shop does a fantastic 
job. Pre-order your holiday 
goodies now at 
healthylivingmarket.com. 

P.S. If you're looking for 
something gluten-free, we’re 
famous for the most terrific 
GF baked goods in town. 


WIN SOMETHING WONDERFUL! 


We’re raffling off a Vermont Farm Table! Stop by 
to sign up and who knows, you might be the 
lucky person to welcome a gorgeous local, 
handmade table into your home. 





